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0LIGE N CHIGAG)
SUED OVER SPYING

Report by Grand Jury Had
Assailed Surveillance

By WILLIAM E. FARRELL

Special to The New York Times

CHICAGO, Dec. 7 — Three
Federal court suits, stemming
from alleged spying by the
Chicago police department on
community groups, have ‘been
filed in United States Dls’mct
Court here.
| The suits, which involve 601
plaintiffs ranging from iiﬁldividu-
als to civil rights and independ-
ent = political  organizations,
seek injunctive relief from sur-
veillance as well as unspecified
amounts -of compensatory and
punitivé damages because of
alleged harassment by the po-
lice force.

The lawsuits are only a part
of a recent furor here gener-
ated by a recent grand jury
report in which police tactics
were said to have “all the ear-
marks of a police state.”

After a  seven-and-a-half-
month investigation of the de-
partment’s undercover - activi-

police intelligence officers had
committed  burglaries, . had

versations,
constitutional rights of a num-

ties, the grand jury said that/]

eavesdropped on private con-'
had violated the1

ber of citizens and had abetted
violence.

'~ The report, while returning
no indictments, was highly
critical of top officials of the
department and said that both
the department and the city
government of Mayor Richard
J. Daley had failed to cooperate
with the investigation.

Mr. Daley and members of his
Democratic political . organiza-
tion have denounced the grand
jury report, -calling it ‘a’ politi-
cally. motivated document fos-
tered by Bernard Carey, a Re-
publican who is Cook County
state’s attorney.

Similarly Police Superintend-
ent James Rochford has char-
acterized the report as a “cha-
rade’’ perpetrated by Mr. Carey

“I think it’s’ perfectly leglti-
mate to monitor groups of peo-
ple to -find out what -they’re
about,” Mr. Rochford said at a;
recent news conférence. “It’s
perfectly legal to. infil{rate .and’

lice state. e

monitor any organization that
forms. There’s no violation of
any law that I'm.aware of.”

Mr. Daley told reporters who
questioned him on the reason
for infiltrating -organizations
such as citizens housing and in-
dependent voter groups: “These
organizations are fine and legi-
timate. But what is the matter
with [the police] having people
in there?” -~

Presumption Cited

In its report, the grand jury
said that the police operated
on a presumption that “persons
who exercise their constitution-
al rights pose a threat to the

‘community until they proved

otherwise to the satisfaction of
the police’ officials.” This pre-

In|sumption, .the grand jury said,

“has all t‘he earmarks of a po-
i
*-The. grand -jury also ques-

‘tioned the quality of some of

the ‘intelligence.: reports - gath-
ered by the police, saying that
the mtellxgence gathering sys-
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. \brought strong editorial

curate and distortive data”
caused in part by the political

ering the information.

Another point it raised was
that duplicates of intelligence
reports of questionable accu-
racy were routinely submitted
to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and that an unknown
number of Chicagoans now had
F.B.I. dossiers. on file.

“The number of persons
harmed by this unwarranted
practice is impossible to esti-
mate,” the grand jury said.

May Appear at Hearings

Sources on the staff of the
Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence in Washmgton which
has been investigating the ac-

Central Intelligence Agency,
said that some testimony on
the Chicago police spying prob-
lem might enter into the hear-
ings before the committee’s
March deadline.

“Generally, we’re looking mto

how to solve the problem of
this materlal going into F.B.L
one comrmttee aide said.
The grand jury report has
de-
mands for reform.
The: Chicago Sun-Times said:
“The report documents a law-
lessness in the Chicago police
department that would do credit
to law enforcéers in any in-
cipiént totalitarian -state.”

The ~Chicago Daily News,
which triggered the grand jury’s
inquiry through a series of
;articles on alleged police spying,
Isaid the report stood as “a

‘moral indictment of rampant

iofficial lawlessness.”

leanings of the policemen gath-

tem “produces inherently inac-

tivities of the F.B.I. and the -



