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'White House aides: are saying
privately . that President Ford
has successfully-blunted a chal-
lenge by the right wing of the
Republican Party to his nomi-
nation in 1976 and predict that

he will, soon adopt a- slightly

ore moderate stanice to broad-
en his #lectoral appeal,
 The ‘aides concede that, for-
mer Gov. Ronald Reagan' of
California could- still cause: sé-
rious problems for Mr. Ford in
primary elections-if he-decides
to contestthe nomination, par-

Florida. o ' .

But they say that Republi-
can conservatives.will not rally
solidly around -Mr. Reagan as
they did with Senator Barry
Goldwater of Arizona in 1964.
President Ford, his aides say,
|commands at- ‘least .as much
'support. among . the .conserva-
tives as Mr. Reagan, and his
strength is growing. -
. This ' White' House asse
ment is ‘shared by a number
|of Republicans on Capitol Hill,
including some, such as Sena-
tor Bill Brock .of Tennessee,
who are usually identified as

ticularly in New Hampshire and|_

SHABECOFSEpjo 1975 -
“The reason Rockefeller is<an
issiie is because President Ford
is not an issue,” Senator’ szgpg
said! in an interview. “We haye
torhave something to talk about
before the convention.” o

Senator'Brock said that the
sitnation within the Republi&m
party - was clearly different
from what it was in 1964 when
conservativés turned sava
against . Mr.. Reckefeller, Hie
New York "Governor, and gage
their overwhelming support.
Senator Goldwater.

for the whole soul of the pa
but only a contest for politd
power,” Mr. Brock said. |
" He said that he did not thig
there would be much: of a cgn
test for the Presidential no,
nation. |
One Presidential aide fa,miL.h
with political planning in the
White House said that Prési-
dent' Ford. had moved soxiie-

policy decisions and public
rhetoric a few -months’

i
B

conservatives.

Continued on Page 21, Column I i

‘—Mr. Ford has persuaded much

- South, Democrats now turned
Republican. And he is supported

what to the right in-both”?’lis ~ ‘that it is the President, not Mr.

~support of the party’s tradi-
er .-
taking office in August, '1974.
"To a degree, the aide ex-i

- Continued From Page 1, Col. G’his conservative credentials
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such issues as Federzl spending,
government bureaucracy, school
busing, and states’ rights, both
as a Congressman and as Presi-
dent. And a number of party
conservatives said when asked
that they could see no major
policy differences between M.
Reagan and Mr. Ford.

Fiscal-Conservatlve Bloc

plained, this move reflected the
President’s basically conserva-
tive instincts. But it also re-
Tected the fact that in recent
vears “theé Republican party has
grown smaller and increasingly
conservative,” he said.

In the view of this aide—
and it is a view shared by other| Some hard-line fiscal con-
Republicans, including mem-|servatives profess unhappiness
e ot o sl S A B OB
clety as well as Conservatives, legislation for public segrvic%
employment. But even most

conservatives would probably
agree with the White House

of the right wing of his party!|
that his conservative creden-
tials are acceptable. official who commented .that
‘ Senator Goldwater is the|“given the economic and|
elder statesman of party con-|political circumstances it is al
servatives, but the constituency |-
that gave him the nomination
in 1964 is not transferrable to
Mr. Reagan or any other right-
wing figure, these observers
say.

Mr. Reagan does have an in-
tensely loyal following, these
party experts say. It includes
many of Senator Goldwater’s
old followers in the “Sun Belt”
of Southern California, Texas
and the Southwest. Mr. Reagan
is said to be especially strong
among former Dixiecrats in the

by what is described as ideo-
logical “purists” of the party.
But these observers also say

Reagan, who commands the

tional Middle-Western Main
Street conservatives. Mr. Ford
is seen as heir to Robert Taft
and the laissez-faire Republi-
can liberals of the 19th century.
Core of Goldwater Support

These conservatives joined
the “Sun Belt” and Southern
conservatives in 1964 to crush
Nelson Rockefeller and the
party’s “Eastérn liberal estab-
lishment” and mominate Gold-
water.

When President Ford said in
Los Angeles last week that he
would not mind a contest for
the nomination with Mr. Rea-
gan and expressed confiderrce
that he would win, he was
reflecting an attitude expressed
privately by White House aides
for some weeks. The aides con-
cede that Mr. Reagan is a
polished performer with a de-
voted following on the Repub-
lican right.

“But Reagan is not the sym-
bol of Republicarr conservatism
in the way Goldwater was,” one
of the President’s political ad-
visers commented.

Mr. Ford is not ignoring the
potential challenge by Mr.
Reagan. Politica] ~considera-
tions, despite White House dis-
claimers, are regarded as a
chief reason the President made
two trips to California this
mortth, both of which nearly
turned out to be tragedies.

Despite the assassination at-
tempts, the President is plan-
ning to return to California
next month for two Republican
{und-raising affairs. Mr. Ford
has also paid several visits re-
cently to the South and South-
west. ’

“The President has helped
himself by coming down, an of-
ficial of the Oklahoma State
Republican Committee told a
reporter after a mesting be-
tween Mr. Ford and leading
state Republicans. “Reagan is
very vopular among Renubli-
cans in Oklahoma, but I'll bet
the delegation will go for Ford|
at the convention,” the official
said.

In public and private state-
ments on these trips, Mr. Ford
has taken pains to underline




imiracle that the President is
iable to hold the deficit down
to $60-to $70-billion.”

| In fact it was the consistent
Iconservatism of Mr. Ford's
actions and policies as Presi-
dent that prompted a group of
liberal and moderate Republi-

can members
known as the Wednesday Club
to visit the President several
weeks ago and urge him to
change course.

According to Senator Jacob
K.
group argued that the President
faced the political necessity of

of Congress

Javits of New York, the

adopting a more moderate
policy to gain support in
states with large electoral
votes.

Comments by the President’s

aides indicate that this sugges-
tion did not fall on unfertile
ground. One adviser said that

there was uncomfortable truth
to the suggestion that it would
be too late if the President
waited until after the Repub-
lican convention next August to
move into the middle ground
where independent and-Demo-
cratic votes could be won.
Accordingly, a number of
knowledgeable members of the
White House staff expect the
President to shift to a ‘more
moderate posture. The shift will
not be a dramatic one, they
caution. There will be no major
efforts to reduce quickly the
number of jobless workers, to
control prices and wages or to

relieve the lot of the poor and
underprivileged.
The aides do predict that the

President will end his morato-
rium on new Federal programs
and that the executive branch
will come up with some modest
new proposals next year.

But the shift is likely to be
more one of rhetoric and pos-
ture than of substance on spe-
cific issues in the view of ob-
servers. “The president is a
conservative ideologically, but
he is a centrist politically,” said
a Ripon Society theoretician
who asked not be quoted by
name. :

“As a Midwestern Republi-
can, Ford fits into the centrist
role very comfortably,” he
added. “Nixon used to play one

Republican faction off against,
another but Ford is a coalition- (1
maker by temperament.”

Many Republicans, including
conservatives, said that the
party was badly in need ofl;
unity and could not afford|’
a divisive struggle between
President Ford and Mr. Reagan
such as the Goldwater-Rocke-
eller contest that split the party
in 1964,

“None of us want to go|
through that again,” Senator
Brock said. “We are too small
to be divided. The party has
been terribly damaged in the
past few years. We can’t af-
ford to chew each other up
any more.”
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