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00D STAIP DATA
HELD SUPPRESSED

—ABUG_7 1975

McGovern Charges Budget
, Office Asked to Curtail

. Program’s Growth

NYTimes——

By NANCY HICKS -~
Epecial to The New York Times

‘WASHINGTON, Aug. 6—The
Ford Administration suppressed
portions of a food stamp report
by 'the Department of Agricul-
ture that did not support the
Administration’s attempt to cut
back the program, Senator
George McGovern charged to-
day.

The suppressed material was
prepared for inclusion in a re-
port on the program that was
sent. to the Senate last month,
the South Dakota Democrat
said in releasing the portions
today. He contended that the
portions had been ordered de-
leted from the report by the
Office of Management and
Budget, which has been recom-
mending cuts in the $5-billion
program. He said the material
had been given to him by de-
partmental staff members.

The program has come under
incteasing political attack in
recent months as a result of
its rapid growth, and it is por-
trayed by critics as a threat
to the economy. I

The deleted sections of the
report maintain that the num-
ber, of persons enrolled will
decline by 1960 — ‘something
that has already begun to hap-
pen—that the program’s cost
in «constant dollars will remain
about the same over the next
five. years, and that food
stamps stimulate the economy
by providing jobs, farm income,
retail-sales and tax revenues
ahoye administrative costs.
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‘w  Unanswered Calls

Kdrhinistrators in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture did not re-
tuta telephone calls to answer
questions raised by the mate-
riat,released. this afternoon.

Whitney  Shoemaker, . a
spakeman for The Budget Of-
fice, confirmed that the agency
had directed the Agriculture
Defartment to revise the re-
pori before sending it to Con-
gress. He said that the budget
agency had challenged ‘“some
material in the Agriculture
draft report, suggesting they
wefe made on questionable
economic  assumptions and
sofe other parts were not ger-
mane.” )

& a briefing this morning,
Senator McGovern said: ‘I
thifk the food stamp program
is sthe best social program
we'¥e got on the books, with

thé exception of Social Secur-
ity;fand I'm just fed up with
thesmounting attempts to dis-
crédit it )

#Fhese [deleted] sections re-j
futd current scare charges;
absut food stamp trends. But
thé& Ford Administration appar-/
entiy does not want the truth
to.Je told about food stamps.|
Instead the White House is!
ma¢ing to appease right-wing|
anger over Helsinki, déte-n_-te,i
anfl-Rockefeller by weakening
the food stamp program.” !

Conservative  Republicans, .
who have bcen the most eriti-|
cafof food stamps, have criti-:
cizéd Mr. Ford for his partici- |
pafion - in  the  35-nation;
Euzopean security confer-encc!

that took place in Helsinki last|

week. They also have criticized
hig7policy of détente with the

Soyiet Union and his refusal to

drop Vice President Rockefeller

frout consideration for the 1976
_ Presidential ticket.

Lower Unempioyment Seen

The - Administration:s  at-
tenipts to scale down the pro-
-gram go back to the beginning
of the year. At that time, the
Agriculture Department an-
nouficed that it would raise
the™ purchase price of food
staips by 30 per cent, effec-
tively reducing the number of
participants in the program.

Bothe houses of Congress
votéd overwhelmingly to freeze
the [price for the rest of 1975.
The: Senate accompanied its
vofe with a resolution asking
the»department to prepare a
report on the program. that
could be used to make legisla-
tive. changes to control abuse.

The deleted material assumes
that’ the unemployment rate
wili*drop from the recent 8.4
per.cent to 4.5 per cent by
thee.end of the decade, that
di$posable income will rise 12
per ~cent each year, and that
food’ prices will rise about four
per cent per year.

Under these conditions, eligi-
bility would drop from 40.6
willion persons this year to
33.3"'million by the fiscal year

1980. Another, less optimistic
projection, also in the deleted
material, says that at most,
eligibility would rise' to 44.8
million but not to the 75-to-110-
million figure that Assistant
Agriculture Secretary Richard
L. Feltner, cited as a possibility
in Senate testimony last week.

Under these conditions, ac-
tual ~participation would stay
between 19 million and.21 mil-
lion persons, the deleted
material says.

Spokesmen for the White
House and the budget office
contended that they “could find
-no historical precedent for the
assumption” that disposal in-
come. would rise 12 per cent a
year, and they said that their
unemployment projection for
1980 was 5.1 per cent.

Participants in the program
purchase the food stamps from
the * Government at reduced
cost and redeem them at retail
food stores. A qualified family
of four is entitled to $162 in
stamps each month. The
amount it pays for the stamps
is determined by a complicated
formula that establishes net in-
corma.




