ST n A D

- N‘{Timeg JU

N10 1975

THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY,

“Transcript of the President's News Conference

3" Following is a transcript of Presi-
...dent Ford’s broadcast news confer-
- ence from the Rose Garden at the
. White House last night as recorded by
.. The Néw York Times:
2 OPENING STATEMENT
.7 'Will you all sit down, please?
©.On Friday, the Commission on C.IA.
,.activities within the United States pre-
" 8ented its report to me. I read the
.. report this past weekend and I have
“.decided it should be made available to
..the public. It will be released tomorrow.
«.. 1 thank the Vice President and the
" other members of the commission and
~othe staff, It will be obvious to those
“\who read the report that the commis-
-+-sion has done an extensive job of look-
1%jng into the allegations that the C.LA.
—exceeded its authority by conducting
domestic operations in violation of its
—statute.
© My reading of the report leads me to
the conclusion that the panel has been
fair, frank and balanced. I will ask the
Attorney General to study all the ma-
terials gathered by the commission on
any matter to determine whether action
should be undertaken against any indi-
vidual. ’'m asking eachi~o6f-the Federal
agencies and departments affected by
the report to study its recommendations.
and report “back, to me with their
comments. i )
In addition to investigating the origi-
' nal allegations of improper domestic
activities by the C.IA., the commission,
at my request, subsequently looked
into allegations concerning possible do-
mestic involvement in political assassi-
nation attempts,
The commission has reported that it
" did not complete every aspect of that
investigation. The materials they have
developed concerning these allegations
have been turned over to me in classi-
fied form. ,
Because the investigation of the po-
litical assassination allegations is in-
complete, and because the allegations
involve extremely sensitive matters, I
have decided that it is not in the na-
tional interest to make public material
relating to these allegations at this time.
However, under procedures that will
gerve the mational interest, I will make

vailable to the Senate and House
Select Committees these materials to-

* gether with other related materials in
the execuive branch,

I know that the members of the

- Congress involved will exercise utmost
prudence in the handling of such
information.

I have stated previously I am totally
opposed to political assassination. This
Administration has not and will not use
such means as instruments of national
policy. However, in fairness, none of us
should jump to the conclusion as to
events that may havé occurred in the
past 15 or 20 years, After I have further
studied the recommendations of the
commission, I will order or submit to
the Congress the necessary measures to
insure that the intellegence community
funictions in a way designed to
protect the constitutional rights of all
Americans.

It remains my deep personal convic-
tion that the C.I.A. and other unitg of
the intelligence community are vital to
the survival of this country. As we take
the steps necessary to ensure the prop-
er functioning of the intelligence com-
munity, we must also be certain that
the United States maintains the intelli-
gence capability absolutely necessary
for the full protection of our national
interest.
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Questions
Possible Criminal Prosecutiong
Q. Mr. Cormier? Mr. President, will
you turn over to the Justice Department
the materials on the allegations of as-
sassination plots as well as the other
materials? And if so, would you expect
them to conduct their own investigation

" then in that field to determine whether

criminal prosecution might be in order?

A, Mr. Cormier, I will turn over the
material that has been given to me by
the Rockefeller commission, and I wiil
turn over to the Justice Department
other material within the Executive
branch of the Federal Government so
that the Department of Justice and the
Attorney General will. have full access
to whatever we have for a determina-

tion by them as to any need to prose-

cute any individual,
A. Miss Thomas.

Lessons of Vietnam War

Q. Mr. President, at a recent news
conference you said that you have
learned the lessons of Vietnam. Since
then, I've received a letter from a Mrs.
Katherine Litchfield of Dedham, Mass.
She lost a son in Vietnam. And on her
behalf and on behalf of many, many,
parents with her plight, I'd like to ask
vou, what are those lessons you learned
from the Vietnam experience?

A, Miss Thomas, there are a number

- of lessons that we can learn from Viet-

nam. One, that we have to work with
other Governments that feel as we do
that freedom is vitally important, We
cannot, however, fight their-battles for
them. Those countries who believe in
freedom as we do must carry the bur-
den, We can help them, not with U.S.
military" personne! but with arms and
economic aid so that they can protect
their own national interests and protect
the freedom of their citizens.

I think we also may have learned
some lessons concerning how we would
conduct a military operation. There was,
of course, from the period of 1961 or 2
to the end of our military involvement
in Vietnam, a great deal of controversy
whether the military operations in Viet-
nam were carried out in the proper way
—some dispute between civilian and
military leaders as to the proper prose-
cution of a military engagement.

I think we can learn something from
those differences, .and if we ever be-
come engaged in any military operation
in the future—and I hope we don’t—
I trust we've learned something about
how we should handle such an opera-
tion, o

. . . . you would mot conduct g
limited war again, -or with a 'certain
amount of ‘restraint on the part of our
bombers, and so forth?

A. I wouldn’t want to pass judgment
at this time on any hypothetical situa-"
tion:;I:simply am indicating that from
that; unfortusiate experience in Vietnam
we gugh -able to be in a better

on Domestic and

Foreign Affairs

duct ourselves in the future.
Federal Law Involving C.LA.

Q. What is the ature of the Federal
law that may have been violated by
the C.I.A.? I can understand where state
law might have been violated, but is
there a Federal statute that you have
in mind?

A. Invilving the C.LA.? Well, in 1947,
the Congress passed the basic charter
of the Central Intelligerice Agency and
the law passed by the Congress gives
certain responsibilities to the C.IA. in
the handling of intelligence overseas.

It was understood, as I have read
excerpts from the debate of 1947, that
the Central Intelligence Agency should
not be involved in any domestic ac-
tivities.

Now, if individuals within the C.I.A.
violated that basic charter, it wil] be for
the Attorney General to make a judg-
ment as to whether there should be any
prosecution.

In the broader sense, however, if it
is determined that the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, as an organization, has
violated its charter, then, of course, cor-
rective actionwill have to be taken. And, ‘
without revealing what was in the re-
port from the Rockefeller commission,
I believe there will becertain recommen=
dations for some legislation and some
administrative action that ought to be
taken to make certain and positive that
the agency -does its job and that the
rights of Americans—domestically—are -
well protected. i, :

Conclusion of Commission Work

Q. Mr. President, I was wondering
why you had the Rockefeller commis- -
sion ‘stop short in its work and not
complete its investigation into alleged
political assassinations. Why did you
not reach a conclusion in that particular
area?

A, Let me say at the outset I did not
tell the Rockefeller commission that it
should not proceed further. The Rocke-
feller' commission on its own decided

that “it wanted to conclude itg opera-

tions on the basis of the original respon<"
sibilities given to it. The commission at .
the outset was told it should investigates
allegations concerning domestic viola- .
tions of its charter. Subsequent to that,
there was, there were questions, Y
should say, raised about political assas-
sinations. I suggested that the commis-
sion undertake an investigation .of' any .
domestic involvement in political assas-
sinations. :



The commission, after the original 90

days it was given to complete its report,
. Tequested an -extension for additional
time and I gave them an additional 60
days. Some time in early May, the com-
mission decided that it wanted to con-
clude its original assignment and they
decided that they should make the
report, which will be released tomorrow
to the public, and they have turned over
to me the material they collected con-
cerning any political assassinations.

Q. This was a Presidential commis-
sion, of course. Do you agree with their
conclusion to stop “without reaching a
conclusion in this particular area?

A. I do, for this reason: that the ma-
terial they have collected, the inter-
views, the hearings, any other material
- that they are giving to me, I am turning
over to the Attorney General along with
other material that we are collecting
within the Executive branch of the Gov-
ernment. So that the proper agency of
the Executive branch of the Federal
Government will be in a position to
alalyze and to prosecute if there is any
need to do so. )

Assignment to Commission

Q. Sir, if I may press you on that just
a little bit. Why aren’t they the proper
agency to do that? They were assigned
by you to look into the C.LA. and find
out what was wrong. They obviously got
into something very controversial. And
then all of a suden they just-stopped.
Why didn’t you tell them, “Go on, fel-
lows, and get to the bottom of this?”
Isn’t that the way investigations are
usually conducted?

A. I think you have to bear in mind
the original assignment of the Rocke-
feller commission, which was to inves-
tigate any alleged illegal activities do-
mestically. The C.I.A. has a charter only
to conduct intelligence matters over-
seas. And the allegation was made by
many that the C.LA. had involved itself
into domestic intelligence matters.

I asked the Rockefeller commission
to undertaké an investigation of the
original charges, which was a very
major responsibility. I think they de-
cided that they should conclude their
investigation of the basic charges and
give to me for proper utilization by t_he
Attorney General for any further in-
vestigation and prosecution. I th@nk it’s
a responsibile manner in which to
handle this situation. -

Vulnerability to Charge =~

Q. But you don’t think you’re_ going
to -open yourself up to some k§nd gf
a charge of cover-up by doing it this
way? i

A. I'm convinced that with the
Attorney General, Mr. Ed Levi, we hav:e

a man who is going to carry out his
sworn obligation to conduct an inves-
tigation on the broadest basis and to
prosecute if there’s any problem. I have
full faith in the Attorney General and,
I should add, that the Senate and House
committee are also in the process of
making further investigations as they
have been charged with the responsﬂ?ﬂ-
ity by the Congress; so there’s not going
to be any possibility of any cover-up
because we're giving them the material
that the Rockefeller commission devel-
oped in their hearings plus any other

material that is available in the execu-

tive branch.

Release of Materials

Q. Mr. President, do you foresee any
time in the future when that material
from the Rockefeller commission that
relates to assassination plots and other
White House material that you say
youwll turn over to Con-gressiqna!l com-
mittees, do you forsee any time when'
it might be in the public interest to
have that released?

A. I think there may be. And of you

notice, in my opening statement I said, .

“at this time.” But I wouldn’t want to
prejudge that at the moment.

Q. Mr. President, what part was
played in your thinking about this by—.
A. Would you speak a little louder,
please? .

Q. I'll try, What part was played in
your thinking by concern about the

" memories of President Eisenhower and .

President Kennedy and the fear that
not fully substantiated allegations com-
Ing out, especially about the late Presi-
dent Kennedy thig time, would lay you
open to the charge of trying in interfere
with a candidacy of Senator‘Kermedy?

A, I was personally very cognizant of
anything that | divulged passing
judgment in hindsight as to decisions
made in the last 15 or 20 years. I have

sinations., I have read other material
collected by the executive branch of
the Government, going back to late
1959 and running up through 1967 or
’68. I've read that myself.

And under no circumstanceg do I
want to sit in 1979—’75~pasvsing judg-

committees to use utmost prudence in
how they handle the material I'm giving -
them. : .

Q. When yo usay, sir, that you don’t’

want to sit in judgment on decisions
made by others some 15 years ago, are
you suggesting that there were deci-
sions made by the Presidents in that
time?”
. A. No, quite the contrary. I'm not
Ppassing judgment on-whether they were
right or wrong; 1 simply am saying that
for us 15 to0 20 years later to put our-
selves in the position of people who
had the responsibility in the highest
echelons of our Government, we
shouldn’t be Monday-morning quarter-
backs, if I could invent a cliche. I think
it’s better to let history tel] the story
rather than contemporaries,

Restoring C.LA, Credibility

.Q. Mr, President, in view of what
Some people have called the post-.
- Watergate morality, do you believe that
the C.LA’s credibility can be restored
until and unless the story of the allega-|
tions of political assassination are djs-
closed fully to the public?

A. Of course I do. I believe that the
credibility of the C.I.A. can be and will
be restored by the feport of the Rocke-
feller commission and . the recommen-
'datioqs of the several Congressional
committees. -
. I believe that there can be internal|
improvement in the C.LA. I think there!
can be legislative recommendations that
I hope the Congress will enact. And the
net result will be that we'll have 3
strong, effective, and proper Central

I have complete faith that we can do
Intelligence Agency.
the job, that we will do it, and that
we'll have a C.LA, that will do the job
for us, ‘
Security Conference
+ Q. I wonder if I can change the
$ubject to Europe and the future, There
are reports in Europe, Sir, that both the
United States and the Soviet Union
seem to b less and less interested in the
security conference that js due up this
year. Could you tell me something about
the future timetable, when that ‘might
come -up? How SALT is doing? Whern
you might be seeing Mr., Brezhnev, etc.?
There seems to be some slippage in this,

A. While I was in Europe, I discussed
with many European leaders the status
of the European Security Conference,
their views, It appears that there are
Some compromises being made on both
sides between the Warsaw Pact nations
and European nations, including our-
selves, that wil] potentially bring the
European Security Conference to a con-
clusion. Those final compromises have
not been made, but it’s getting closer
and closer. I hope that there will be
sufficient understanding on both sides
to bring about an ending to this long,
long negotiation. If it does, in the near
future we probably would have a sum-
mit in Helsinki.

- that showed that the 12 economic in-

' think, an accumulation of encouraging

The negotiations on SALT 2 are pro-
gressing, I think, constructively, The
technicians are now working on the
problems of verification and other mat-
ters that are very important but can

be better outlined and put together by’

the technicians. T'm optimistic that we
can have a SALT 2 agreement, but I
can assure you I have other that we
are going to make sure, make certain,
that our national security interests is
very, very adequately protected, and I
think it can be as I look at the over-all
picture. ’

Q. A follow-up, sir. When do you

think Mr. Brezhnev might be coming:

here? Would you give a ball-park guess
on that?

A. I would hope if negotiations go
the way they are, some time in the fall
of 1975. '

State of the Economy

Q. Mr. President, concerning the
economy. The unemployment figures
for the month of May were at a 34-year
high—9.2 per cent. What is your assess-
ment of where the economy will stand

at'the end of this year, and pick some
random in the future, let’s say, October :
or November of the election year, as to.

where it will stand then?

A, I'm optimistic that the economy
has bottomed out. We've had a lot more
good news than we’ve had bad news,
The bad news, of course, was the in-
crease in the unemployment to 9.2 per
cent, but, I hastily add that for the
second month in a row we've had an
increase in actual employment. As a
matter of fact, over the last two months
we've had about a 450,000 increase in
people employed in the domestic
economy., i

Presence of Troops Abroad

In addition we’re continuing our head-
way in the battle against inflation.
We've cut the rate of inflation by about
50 per cent in the last six months. The
civilian economy shows some other en-
couraging factors. The Department of
Commerce last week released a report

dicators were up 4.2 per cent, one of
the largest, if not the largest, increase
in the last several years. New orders,
housing permits, are up—we’ve got, I

signs and I believe that toward the end
of the year it’ll look better, and I hap-
pen to believe in 1976 the economy will
look even better. And we're going to
work at it. ’

Q. Would you care to give us the
figures, sir? A. 'No.

Q. Mr. President, to follow on Helen's

~ question, sir, do you believe that the



language of our mutual defense treaty
with South Korea requires the presence
of American troops there or .can the
United States fulfill ijts commitment
short of that?

A. I believe it’s highly desirable under’

our mutual defense treaty with South
Korea to maintain a U, S. military con-
tingent in South Korea. We have now
roughly; 38,000 U. S. Military personnel
in South Korea. I think it’s keeping the
peace in Korea, and I think it's impor-
tant for the maintenance of peace in
the Korean peninsula that that forcy
stay in South Korea,

Q. Are yo uthinking of keeping them
there indefinitely, or dg you hope to
review that question next year? A. It’s
constantly under review,

Embarrassment in C.LA. Report

Q. Mr. President, to get back to the
CIA., some senior. assistants of yours
have blamed Vice President Rockefeller
for having suggested the public report

on the C.IA. would contain assassina-

tion findings, and by announcing Jplans

to issue the commission report before -

checking with you, Has this caused you
any embarrassment, or anyone in the
‘White House? : :

A. Itihasn’t embarrassed me, I have
of course been in constant ‘contact with
the Vice President. I understood that
the commission wag going to make the
decision that: it would not get in any
further into ‘the political” assassination
area, that they wanted to conclude their

commission® investigation and file its

report. The Vice President and I under-
stood each other perfectly,
Guarantees to Israel

Q. The Prime Minister of Israel is
coming on Wednesday 1 believe, and
you met with Egyptian President Sadat
a week ago. As you g0 into this next
phase of consultations, are you any
more prepared to give Israel stronger
guarantees?

A. Well, my meeting with Prime
Minister Rabim of Isrdel, which is to
be held on Wednesday and Thursday
of this week, will be a meeting where
I will get his personal assessment of the
over-all situation in the Middle East,
We will discuss the. options that I see
as possible — either a resumption of
the suspended step-by-step negotiations
or a comprehensive recommendation
that I would make to probably re-
convene the Gepeva conference or a
step-by-step process under the umbrella
of the Geneva conference, I'm going to
g0 into these alternatives or these op-
tions in depth with Prime Minister
Rabim, and when we have concluded

-our discussion, I'll be in a better posi-

tion to know how our government
should proceed in trying to achieve a
broader peace, a more permanent peace,
with fairness angd equity in the Middle
East, :
A. Mr. DeFrank.

Announcing Candidacy
Q. Thank you, Mr. - President. You

‘keep saying that you're going to an-

nounce your candidacy for election’ in
1976 at the appropriate time, but noth-
ing happened. ‘Are we getting any closer
to that appropriate time, and if so, can
you tell us about.that? 5
A, You're getting closer and closer,

-But I have not picked a specific fime

for that announcement, There's no doubt
of my intention, I reiterate it again to-
night. But all I‘can say is, we're getting
closer and closeér to a specific announce-
ment: A. Mr. Barnes. ‘
_ Last Meeting iWth Sadat
V. Mr. President, when you were in
Salzburg, you appeared to he especially
friendly with Egyptian President Sadat.
Was tihs public display of friendliness
with him designed in any way to pres-
sure Israel to make new concessions
toward a Middle East settlement?
Cameron Ma. 75 June 9

acquainted with President Sadat ang I
not onliy enjoyed jhis company, but I—
I benefited-from his analysis of the Mid-
dle East and related matters.

- But I have thé same relationship with
Prime Minister' Rabin, I've known him
longer—this will be the second or third
opportunity that I’'ve hag a chance to
meet with him, plus my opportunities
when he was the Israeli Ambassador
here. ) :

I think I can benefit immeasurably
by meeting face-to-face with péople like
Prime Minister Rabin and President
Sadat. This judgment by our Govern-
ment in this area is a major decision..
And we have to get the 'broadest possi-
ble information to make the best judg-
ments. 4

“Ahd in both instances, as well as
others, I am glad to have the help and
assistance of those who come from that
area of the world,

Stalemate in Government

Q. Mr. President, some of your critics
in Congress argue that your veto of
legislation such as the public service
jobs bill amounts to a minority rule. Is
it your judgment that the next year,
year and a half, will be a' series of veto
confrontations and stalemate?

A. There’s no need.for.it if the Con-
8ress acts responsibily in the handling -

of the Federa] Fiscal affairs. I would

hope that the veto that was sustained
last week wil] put the proper environ-
ment on Capitol Hil] for a responsible
fiscal policy by the Congress. If the
Congress ignores the desire on the part
of the President and more than a third
of the House to be responsible fiscally,
then of course we will have more
vetoes. I would hope there might be a
lesson learned and that we will have
responsibility rather than irresponsibili-
ty by the Congress, ) i

Thank you all. This is gz beautiful
place here tonight, isn’t it? }




