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He'll Give Justice Dept.
" Report on CIA 'Plots’

b P fLEn CIA (B)
Washington

’

President Ford announced
last night that he is turning
ovre to the Justice Depart-
ment for possible prosecu-
tion the Rockefeller Com-
mission report on the CIA,
cluding its separate classi-
fied summary on alleged as-

sassination plots against for-
eign leaders. ,

Mr. Ford said that he will
make public today the
299-page report on CIA do-
mestic spying, = which in-
cludes 30 recommendations
for reforms.

But he said he is keeping

Ford’'s

Little
About

Washington

Jokfe
Bettly

President Ford j oldn\gly

accused his wife last night’
of pushing him down the air-
plane. ramp when he tum-
bled in Salzburg, Austria,
last week. ,

.tBut, he said, “She denies
1 .73

Chatting with reporters
after his news conference in
the White House Rose. Gar-
den, Mrs. Ford described
the incident, saying that he
“was holding Mrs. Ford’s
hand and the umbrella over '
their heads when he tum-
bled.

He said his wife “walked
off with the umbrella and
left me wallowing in the wa- -
ter.9’ ~

Associated Pre.gx

secret a separate 80-page
summary on the commis-
sion’s @assassination investi-

_gation because it is “incom-

plete and involves extremely
sensitive matters.”

The President sought to
rebut suggestions that his
administration is “covering
up” the vilatile question of
whether past officials under
Republican and Democratic
presidents authorized CIA
assassination attempts
aimed @at such foreign lead-
ers as Cuba’s Fidel CAstro,
the Dominican Republic’s
Rafael Trujillo and the Con-
go’s Patrice Lumumba.
among others.

“I'm convinced that with
Attorney General Ed Levi
we have.a man who’s going
‘to carry out his sworn obli-
gation to conduct an investi-
gation on the broadest basis
and to prosecute if there’s
any problem,” Mr. Ford
said.

The classified material
will be supplied to the. House
and Senate committees now
mvestigating the CIA, Mr.
Ford said.

~* So there’s not going to be
any possibility of any cover-
eup,” the President prom-
ised, “because we're giving
them the rhaterial that the
Rockefeller Commission de-
velopd in. their hearings
plus any other material that
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- s available in the executive

sranch.”

Yet Mr. Ford expressed

his own frank reluctance to

air the particular details of

“the allegations and perhaps

tarnish the reputations of

leaders who have died —
Prsidentse Eisenhower and
Kennedy, among others.

“We shouldn’t be Mon- -

day-morning quarterbacks.
if-I can invent a cliche,” Mr.
Ford said. “I think it’s bet-
ter to let history tell the sto-

ry rather than contempora-

ries.”

Regardless of what may

have occurred in the early

1960s within government in- -
channels, Mr. :
AFord said, ‘“under no cir-
cumstances do I want tosit :

telligence

in 1975 passing judgment on

~decisions madeby honorable

people under unusual cir-

:umstances.”
i

Senator Frank Church,
chairmran of the Senate Se-
lect 4ommittee on Intelli-
gence Activities, promied
last might that his committee
will report fully on what it
fids ou anbout any assassi-
gafjons.

“The American people are
entitled to know what their
government has done, the

good and the bad, the right

and the wrong,” Church sai-
d.”’Only in this way can we
correct the mistakes.of the
past and make certain that
the government upholds our
moral principles in the fu-
ture.” .

The President appointed
the eight-meémber Rockefel-
ler commission in early Jan-
uary to rdmeye the public
controversy surrounding the
Central Intelligence gency,
b4t the coRclusion of the
commission’s: work Seems to
have engulfed the President
in the dispute. ]

In his outdoor press con-
ference in the White House

Rose Garden yesterday eve- -

ning. more than half of 20 or
so . questions involved the
CIA investigation and the
White House handling of it.

The - six-month investiga-
tion under the vice Presi-
dent provoked its own sud-
den swirl of controversy at
its conclusion last week,
when Vice President Nelson
Rockefeller abruptly an-
nounced on Thursday that
the final report will exclude
all the material gathered on
agsassinations — the most
sensitive subject before the
commigsion.

When the White House an-
nounced the next day that

the President had not yet de- .

cided whether to publish
anything from the Rockefel-
lerrinvestigation, suspicions
were heightened. ;

Mr. Ford’s press confer-
ence announcement last
night was intended to defuse
the suspicions.

The report made public to-

day on the CIA will help res-
tore confidence in the intelli-
gence agency, Mr. Ford as-
sérted, particularly when
various legislative and ad-
ministrative reforms are

- made.
“The net result will he.

that we’ll have a strong,
effective and proper CIA, '
The President predicted.

_The Justice Department is
limited to prosecuting feder-
al crimes, such as-illegal
use. of federal employees or
materials.: 1f the .. (IA
shipped -arms illegally, for
Instance,. that might be an

. eligible offense, according to

Roderick - Hills; counsel to
the President for intelli-
gence matters. Hills spoke
at a news briefing yester--

day. ‘

-



A state government could-
prosecute officials for a eon-
spiracy to commita murder
if theplanning and prelimi-
nary steps were taken with-
in-its boundaries, even if the
killing itself was planned for
a foreign country, Hills not-
ed. Such offenses usually
are not subject to a statute
of limitations.

When the subject of the
CIA was exhausted ‘at yes-
terday’s ‘ press conference,
Mr. Ford managed some’
comments on foreign policy
and the domestic economy,

He renewed his commit-
ment -to keeping America’s
38,000 troops in South Korea.

The economy, he said,
looks brighter now despite
the unemployment rate of
more than nine per cent.
Mr. Ford cited lastmonth’s
employment increase of
450,000 jobs and the declin-
ing rateo f inflation.

‘We've had a lot more
good news than we’ve had
bad news,”h e said. :
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