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K
issinger's P

ersonality and P
 iw

er 
"W

ashington has alw
ays w

ondffed w
here N

ixon 

began and K
issinger left off, or vice versa." 

"I w
ill ,n

o
t d

ig
n
ify

 th
at w

ith
 a co

m
-

....m
en

t," said
 S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate H

en
ry

 
A

. K
issin

g
er th

e o
th

er d
ay

 w
h

en
 re- 

p
o
rters ask

ed
 h

im
 ab

o
u
t a statem

en
t 

.. m
ade by C

harles W
. C

olson, w
ho w

as a 
• W

h
ite H

o
u

se aid
e, an

 in
tim

ate o
f fo

r-
P

resident N
ixon. 

C
o
lso

n
, re

c
e
n
tly

 re
le

a
se

d
 fro

m
 

. p
riso

n
 after' serv

in
g

 p
art o

f h
is sen

-
te

n
c
e
 fo

r o
b
stru

c
tin

g
 ju

stic
e
 in

 th
e
 

W
a
te

rg
a
te

 sc
a
n
d
a
l, to

ld
 a

 n
a
tio

n
a
l 

co
lo

r telev
isio

n
 au

d
ien

ce th
at N

ix
o
n
 

• • h
a
d

 o
n

c
e
 sa

id
 to

 h
im

 th
a
t D

r. K
is-

sin
g

er is "really
 u

n
stab

le at tim
es." 

D
espite C

olson's celebrated religious 
co

n
v

ersio
n

, n
o

t ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 is p
rep

ared
 

to
 b

eliev
e h

im
, b

u
t w

h
at w

ill D
r. K

is-
sin

g
e
r sa

y
 n

o
w

 th
a
t a

n
o
th

e
r W

h
ite

 
l'H

o
u

se fig
u

re, W
illiam

 S
afire, q

u
o

tes 
N

ixon as sharing the view
 that the S

ec-
retary

 of S
tate w

as "pow
er crazy." 

S
afire, w

h
o
 w

as N
ix

o
n
's sp

eech
 

w
riter u

n
til h

e resig
n
ed

 to
 b

eo
cm

e a 
. colum

nist for T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es, is 
the author of "B

efore the F
all," a new

 
.,''book published this w

eek w
hich gives 

• "au
 in

sid
e v

iew
 o

f th
e 

pre-W
atergate 

' W
h
ite H

o
u
se." 

Ju
st in

 case an
y
b

o
d

y
 sh

o
u

ld
 d

o
u

b
t 

th
e acco

u
n
t o

f h
is co

n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 

• N
ix

o
n

 in
 th

e O
v
al O

ffice, S
afire n

o
tes 

th
at it w

as u
n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 tap

e-reco
rd

ed
. 

S
o

, h
e
 a

d
d

s, "W
h

e
n

 th
is a

c
c
o

u
n

t is 
co

m
p

ared
 -w

ith
 th

e tap
e so

m
ed

ay
, it 

w
ill h

o
ld

 u
p
." M

y
 o

w
n
 g

u
ess is th

at 
m

o
st o

f th
e b

o
o

k
 w

ill h
o

ld
 u

p
, fo

r S
a-

fire obviously kept m
eticulous notes of 

all h
e o

b
serv

ed
 aro

u
n

d
 th

e ex
ecu

tiv
e 

m
an

sio
n

. It is g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e a v
alu

ab
le 

source for historians. 
A

t the tim
e of this particular conver-

sation, K
issinger 

w
as th

e P
resid

en
t's 

n
atio

n
al secu

rity
 ad

v
iser an

d
 W

illiam
 

P
. R

ogers w
as secretary of state. N

ixon 
to

ld
 S

afire h
e "w

as so
rry

 ab
o

u
t h

o
w

 
H

enry and B
ill go at each other." A

nd 
he added: 

"H
en

ry
 th

in
k

s B
ill isn

't v
ery

 d
eep

, 
and B

ill thinks H
enry is pow

er-crazy." 
A

fter S
afire in

terru
p
ted

 to
 say

, "each
 

th
in

k
s th

e o
th

er is an egom
aniac." T

he 
fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t w
en

t o
n
 to

 rem
ark

 
th

at "in
 a sen

se, th
ey

're b
o

th
 rig

h
t." 

S
afire's b

o
o
k
 also

 su
p
p
o
rts C

o
lso

n
's 

statem
en

ts th
at th

e p
u

b
lic im

p
ressio

n
 

"th
at D

r. K
issin

g
er h

ad
 o

p
p
o
sed

 th
e 

b
o

m
b

in
g

" o
f IIan

o
i d

u
rin

g
 C

h
ristm

as 
w

eek of 1972 w
as "180 degrees opposite 

to
 th

e facts." S
atire say

s: 

"K
issinger, W

ho had. m
anaged to con-

v
ey

 th
e im

p
ressio

n
 to

 h
is m

ed
ia an

d
 

acad
em

ic frien
d

s th
at h

e w
as less th

an
 

en
th

u
siastic ab

o
u
t th

e C
h
ristm

as b
o
m

-
bine', steadily assured his W

hite H
ouse 

co
lleag

u
es th

at su
ch

 im
p
ressio

n
s w

ere 
b
ein

g
 sp

read
 b

y
 m

isin
fo

rm
ed

 frien
d
t 

. o
f h

is w
h
o
 w

ere n
o
t p

riv
y
 to

 h
is th

in
k
-

ing." 
T

h
is, say

s S
afire, w

as p
erciev

ed
 as 

d
u
p
licity

 b
y
 H

ald
em

an
, w

ho "w
as bit-

ter ab
o
u
t th

e w
ay

 th
e n

ew
 R

ich
elieu

 
co

u
ld

 k
eep

 frien
d

s in
 th

e p
ress w

h
ile 

participating in decisions that brought 
dow

n m
edia w

rath on N
ixon." 

A
s lo

n
g

 as N
ix

o
n

 n
eed

ed
 D

r. K
is-

singer as a negotiator, S
afire O

bserves, 
"an

d
—

n
io

re im
p
o
rtan

t—
as a m

ed
ia 

bridge, K
issinger w

as safe. A
s so

o
n

 as 
th

a
t n

e
e
d

 d
isa

p
p

e
a
re

d
, K

issin
g

e
r 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e d

isp
en

sed
 w

ith
. E

x
cep

t, after 
W

aterg
ate b

eg
an

 to
 b

laze, lie co
u
ld

n
't 

be dispensed w
ith." 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 h

as alw
ay

s w
o
n
d
ered

  

w
h
ere N

ix
o
n
 b

eg
an

 an
d
 K

issin
g
er left 

off, or vice versa. S
afire cites m

any in-
stances of N

ixon being the boss. H
e re-

p
o

rts th
at "to

 th
e P

resid
en

t, H
en

ry
 

w
as m

ore deferential than any of us." 
B

y the end of 1969, he notes, "H
enry 

had becom
e fairly w

ell N
ixonized." 

T
h
at is, "h

e w
as th

o
ro

u
g
h
ly

 d
isen

-
chanted w

ith m
ost m

em
bers of the lib-

eral and Ivy L
eague academ

ic com
m

u-
n

ities, th
o

u
g

h
 h

e d
id

 n
o

t say
 so

 p
u

b
-

licly . . . H
enry w

as changing, gaining 
confidence, feeling his oats, expanding 
h
is au

th
o
rity

, step
p
in

g
 o

n
 

toes. R
ich-

ard
 N

ix
o
n
 o

b
serv

ed
 all th

is, sh
o
o
k
 h

is 
head adm

iringly and said, 'H
enry plays 

th
e gam

e hard, all right.' " 
S

afire flatly
 states th

at K
issin

g
er 

strongly urged •both the C
am

bodia and 
L

aos invasions on N
ixon. H

e also dis-
p

u
tes th

e S
ecretary

's testim
o

n
y

 th
at h

e 
w

a
s a

 re
lu

c
ta

n
t 

p
articip

an
t in

 th
e 

W
hite H

ouse telephone tapping episode. 
T

h
e au

th
o

r d
o

es n
o

t o
v

erlo
o

k
 th

e 
ch

arg
es th

at K
issin

g
er w

as a b
u
lly

 
w

ith
 h

is staff, b
u
t o

n
 th

is h
e q

u
o
tes 

one of the staff, W
inston L

ord-, as say-
in

g
, "C

o
n

tid
erin

g
 th

e p
ressu

re h
e is 

u
n

d
er an

d
 th

e en
o

rm
ity

 o
f th

e p
ro

b
-

lem
s h

e is co
p
in

g
 w

ith
, w

h
o
 cares 

about tem
per? H

e's n
o

t an
 easy

 b
o

ss, 
b
u
t w

h
ere d

o
 y

o
u
 g

et an
o
th

er o
n
e lik

e 
him

?" W
here indeed? 


