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Ford Renting Invéor’s House Called

Trrelevent to S‘irép-%_’me Bill Decision

By Carroll Kilpatrick
Washington Post Stauf_f Writer

g{& White House spokesman
yesterday shrugged off criti-
cfsm that President Ford is
renting a house in Vail, Colo.,
flom a wealthy . businessman
who stands to benefit from the
President’s veto of the strip-
nfine bill now on his desk.

*The President sent word to
Congress last. week that he
would  veto the measure,
which would require stricter
regulation of sirip mining.
.:Richard D. Bass, 44, a busi-
néssman with wide financial
interests, owns a seven-bed- )
rgom house in Vail that the Wednesday: . ,
President and his. family will - ' : : e \}erg;;ga%;e: gg;‘d tt](l)atprle;’f
;ifgfg;nzgylf ,10 dgys begln . RICHARD D. BASS . dent Ford, nor would I, about
“Bass will mave- into-the Mr. - - . owns house in Vail any of my personal i'nterests
Ford’s three-bedroom condom- - = . with regard to business. I
ifium during the President’s mines. One report said that if Want my relationship with him
sy, and_the. President will the President signed the il |Strictly social “and  revolved
Dy Bass $100 a day out of his the potential cost to Bags|2round skiing.
own pocket for ‘the use of the, would be in the millions. |  Nessen announced that the
lgrger house, the White House! When asked about the issye  Lresident would leave early
anpounced Wednesday. yesterday, White House press Sunday for Vail and would
<1 It was. disclosed Iater that secretary Ron Nessen quoted|WOrk about half a day and ski
Baiss, whé is a rancher, geolo- the President as saying: labout half a day. He is ex-
glst and ski area developer,’ “The first time I knew he! foec?jnt?) return to Washing-
150 1 large i estor i gl e 1 une Ay e ras ton s L
z_i:s'o s a g ée investor in strip own d ohe ounce of coal wa ! The President told his staft
&t o 7 |and Secret Service escort that
) many vacationers will be in
Vail when he is there and that
there should be as little dis-
ruption to the vacationers as
possible, Nessen said.

The President also ex-
pressed the hope that the
White House press would re-
spect the interests of the vaca-
tioners and get in their way as
little as possible, the press sec-
retary said.

In other actions vesterday,
‘the President announced that
he would nominate Joseph
Laitin, director of public af-|°
fairs for the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, to be assist-|
ant secretary of defense for
public affairs. -

If confirmed, Laitin would
succeed Jerry W. Friedheim,
who resigned in September.

A former newspaverman,
Laitin was deputy White
House press secretary in 1965
and 1966 and later served in
the old Budget Bureau, where
he first met James R. Schle-
:singer, now Secretary of De-|
{ fense. |
| The President also said he'
1 would nominate Robert J. Cor-!
iber, a member of the Washing-
(ton law firm of Stéptoe and
‘Johnson and former state Re-
| publican chairman in Virginia, !
‘to the interstate Commerce
Commission.

when I read aboiut it at 7 am.|
in The New York Times.” |

Nessen added, “The Presi-"
dent doss not make environ-‘|
mental or strip-mining deci—,I
sions based on whose house he |
is renting in Vail.” I

.On Wednesday, when Nes-|
sen announced plans to rent'
the Bass home, he said “he
President had met Bass on
several occasions in Vail.

add two president n

Bass, who lives in Dallas,
could not be reached yester-
day, but he was quoted as hav-
ing told The Times
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