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they would want to know." 
cHe said he had told no one 

on his staff that he planned 
any Cabinet changes, but he 
sidestepped an opportunity to 
deny that any changes were 
likely soon. 

cHe said he was encouraged 
by his campaign travels, add 
ing: "If I don't do anything and 
we lose, Republicans in the 
House would say, `.He didn't 
even try.' At least I tried, and 
if the , results are better than 
the palls say—" He did not 
finish the sentence, but clearly 
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lHe defended his refusal to 
intervene in the Boston school 
desegregation controversy, and 
said of the long-range answer 
to such problems, "That's for 
the judge to decide." 

When the President was 
asked whether any conserva 
tive Republicans had asked him 
to withdraw the Rockefeller 
nomination, which has become 
increasmly controversial, Mr. 
Ford replied, "I wouldn't say 
anybody,,seriously." 

At a ■Other point, he said he 
expected' Mr. Rockefeller's 
nomination to be 'confirmed  

prior to the Presidential trip 
to Japan. But Mr. Ford is ten-
tatively scheduled to leave for 
Tokyo on Nov. 17, and Con-
gress will not return from its 
election recess until the follow-
ing day. 

In response to another ques-
tion, the President said he saw 
no connection between Mr. 
Rockefeller's difficulties - and 
what a newsman oalled "the 
post-Watergate morality." 

"Watergate was a cover-up," 
Mr. Ford said. "Everything 
that's come out about Nelson 
Rockefeller has been open." 

Saying that Vice-Presidential 
nominees now must meet "a  

pretty stringent -standard," Mr. 
Ford added: "One can't help but 
wonder how many people on 
either side of the aisle can un-
dergo this kind of scrutiny. It's 
pretty rugged." 

The President also said House 
Speaker Carl Albert, who is 
now next in line to accede the 
Presidency, was in a position to• 
receive special foreign policy 
and intelligence briefings, but 
Mr. Ford added that he had not 
talked to Mr. Albert about-it. 

The President said Air Force 
Two was being made available 
to the Oklahoma Democrat and 
added that he believed Mr. 
Albert would use the big jet in 

the following'. 
(Ille said he would "be de-

lighted" to make, public any 
taped conversations he had 
with President Nixon if the 
special prosecutor's office had 
no objection. The former•Presi-
dent rhas said that his--taiing 
system -was scrapped months 
before Mr. Ford becarne -Vice 
President, however, and there 
is no indication that such tapes 
exist. 

cHe said he hoped he had 
laid to rest the Nixon Pardon 
iue, saying of a House Ju-
d c utte

rary subcommittee'"` before 
* h he testified last Thurs-

day, "I don't know what more  

the final stages of the off-year 
election campaign. The ,Demo-
cratic party would pay for the 
use of the plane, he said. 

During Mr. Ford's testimony 
last Thursday before a subcom-
mittee of the House Judiciary 
Committee, Representative Eli-
zabeth Holtzman, Democrat of 
Brooklyn, asked the President 
to provide all tapes of conver-
sations between him and Mr. 
Nixon, saying later they might 
show whether a pardon had 
been discussed before Mr. 
Nixon resigned. 

Mr. Ford initial response was 
to say that the executive 
branch was protecting the  

tapes for Watergate and other 
prosecution% and world keep 
them for the time being. 

Asked, last night whether he 
would make public such tapes 
if there was no problem with 
the special prosecutor, the 
President replied, "I would be 
delighted to." 

Mr. Ford also was asked 
about what some people re-
garded as aggreS-sive question-
ing by Miss Holtzman. He said 
he wished she had given him 
time to answer her inquiries, 
and that he tried to avoid being 
rude and interrupting. 

Expressing hope that his tes-
timony had satisfied Congress,  

the President said: "Congress 
had its;̀ 	and I really 
believe I answered any ques-
tions. I certainly answered any. 
thing they asked." 

Asked' about Cabinet changes, 
he said, "I haven't told any
body on may staff about Ca- , 
binet changes." 

Mr. Ford was asked specific-
ally about a report that Donald 
Rumsfield, the White Hpuse 
staff coorindator, would even-
tually replace Secretary of De-
fense James R. Schlesinger. The 
President replied that 	s- 
feld was doing; an excel 	job 
where' he is. 
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