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Mexico City

A senior Mexican crov
-ment official has demed tnat
recent oil finds in southern
Mexico are as large as sug-
gested "by recent U.S. re-
‘ports.

The official confirmed that
recent explorations had un-
covered oil deposits are con-
smierab}y larger than antici-

. pated. But he insisted Sat-

urday that. “the
from Washmgton are so ou!
of proportion

A 1‘ep01‘t in Saturday’s edi-
tions of the Waslnngton Post
quoted U.S. government and
oil industry executives as
saying that Mexico had
struck reserves estimated at
up to 20 hillion ba:reis,

“We cannot have an ac-

repo:is

with realitv
that I could call thém a lie.”
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Bc:rsmgute Over Size of Mexmo O] find

curate estimate of re.é’erives
il 19757 Antonio Dovali
Jaime, director of the Pemax
statz o'l monopoly.
porters. “but I believe the
find is the richest yet inthe
country,”

The other official. who is
cloze to President Luis Ech-
saxd the
hion-he znel flgura was “an
absolute exaggeration.” He

10( ilove.-

“p- -

aslked not to bhe
identified.

"lexico has nothing
to hide, and it's
to say that our
cserves are 'ﬂ'w‘viﬂln”
1i<e those of
Persian CGulf. As
much as we would like
it to be true, our
:lCLlﬂw.b
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are nowhere

said.
hovever, to
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