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Washington 
Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld, 

fresh from an editing ses-
sion, fidgeted cheerfully in 
a large office at WRC-TV in 
a state of huge excitement. 
People at WRC were saying 
"Sheila's in a daze" —and 
so she was. 

"Well, I met First Lady 
Betty Ford — oh, at a lunch-
eon or two or whatever. But 
yo.0 know, I didn't know her 
really or anything and she 
didn't know me." 

Well, not until a few weeks 
ago, . anyway. A few weeks 
ago (and the term is used 
advisedly, because Sheila 
Rabb Weidenfeld couldn't 
quite remember when —.or 
she couldn't last Thursday, 
the day of the announce-
ment, anyway), she was 
asked if she'd like to be Bet-
ty Ford's press secretary. 
Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld just 
didn't knowi. 

Ever since she was 22 and 
fresh out of Brandeis Uni-
versity she has been prima-
rily• involved with the pro-
duction end of television. 
She is now, and will be until 
Nov. 1, the producer * of 
WRC's morning • talk show, 
"Take It From Here." 

14  The White House called 
me yesterday and said, 'It 
loOks like there will definite-
ly:be an announcement to-
morrow—'unless we call you 
back. . . " 

She shook her head in 
wonder. "But you know how 
that is, well, you never actu-
all' believe it unless it's offi-
cial, you know, right? Well, 
this morning about 7:45 I get 
a call from a friend and she 
says, 'Read the paper.' And 

I opened the paper and I 
was just flabbergasted." 

It was after her first meet-
ing with Mrs. Ford that she 
decided to take the job if 
there were a definite offer. 
"Well, we spent maybe two 
hours, oh, discussing philos-
ophy and attitudes, and she 
was getting to know me and 
she told me a lot about her-
self. Gee, I wish I could re-
member what." 

At her second meeting 
with the First Lady (the day 
before Mrs. Ford went into 
the hospital), she expressed 
her desire to work for her. It 
was Nancy Howe, Mrs. 
Ford's particular friend and 
special assistant, who called 
her for both interviews; sim-
ilarly it was Nancy Howe 
who phoned to tell her last 
Monday that s h e would 
probably be named press 
secretary. The two met dur-
ing the second interview. 

"Nancy Howe, Mrs. Ford 
and I just talked — oh, it 
was very informal. I'll be 
working directly for Mrs. 
Ford, but the absolute struc-
ture hasn't yet been dis-
cussed. 

"I like Nancy," she added. 
"She has good common 
sense." 

She paused when she was 
asked if the close relation-
ship that exists between 
Mrs. Ford and her confi-
dante might not interfere 
with her access to the First 
Lady. "I think I can handle 
that," she said. 

She discussed the prospect 
with her husband, Edward, 
a Washington law ye r, 
"Yeah. And he said I'd be 
the best person for the job." 
S h e laughed. "But you 
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know, I'm not all that im-
pressed by the fame and the 
White- House, well, because 
my father. . . ." 

Her father, Maxwell Rabb, 
was secretary to the Cabinet 
for six years under Eisen-
hower — which is why she 
spent a good part of her 
youth in Washington 

Her career has included a 
brief stint with game shows, 
working for a show starring 
Joan Rivers, working part-
time as a media consultant 
to the State Department, 
two years as producer of 
Channel 5's "Panorama," (a 
talk show) and one year of 
"Take' It From Here." 

Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld is 
31. Like Ron Nessen she is of 
the medium the White House 
clearly finds conducive at 
the moment. "Look, I am 
with the press in a sense," 
she said. 

A small woman, tiny, real-
ly, she rose to tend to her 
show. 

"I'm 5 foot 2," she said. 
"That's your first credibil-

ity gap," said Jim Peck, 
"Take. It From Here's " 
host. 

"Five foot 11/2," s h e 
amended herself. 
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