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Rocky apologizesi

for book incident

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Vice Pres-
ident-designate Nelson
Rockefeller apologized to
former Supreme Court Jus-
tice Arthur Goldberg by tele-
phone yesterday for failing
to prevent publication of a
hook derogatory to his oppo-
nent in the 1970 race for New
York governor.

“I take full responsibility
for the whole regrettable epi-
sode,” he said to Goldberg
and then telephoned Presi-
dent Ford to whom he read
the text of his apology.

White House news seere-
tary Ron Nessen said Ford
had no immediate comment.

Beleagured not only by the
book dispute but by a politi-
cal' uproar over almost $2
million in gifts to present
and former associates,
Rockefeller discussed with
Ford what effect these inci-

gcT L3 1974

-

dents might have on co
gressional confirmation o
his appointment as vic
president, an aide to the fo
mer governor said.

The aide said Ford as-.

sured Rockefeller “ﬂlegg‘zriis",« i

Ve

1o problem.” ¥

Goldberg had called t
book pornographic and de-
manded a congressional in: "
vestigation of the circum-
stances surrounding its pub-
lication. -

After hearing Rockfel-

ler’s apology,» he issued a
statement in Washington
saying: .

“The Senate and Hbﬁse
committees and ultimately
both bodies of Congress are

the proper agencies to deter- -

mine whether Gov. Rocke-
feller’s now-admitted mis-

conduct and its attempted ; s ; ]
coverup are compatible with i now,” a spokesman said.
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“his being confirmed vice
president.

o

A

. 'l am content to leave this
5 overriding question in their
ands since this is their con-
stitutional vesponsibility 1o

3 the people of our country.”

- ment. Rockefeller said “1

! agree with Justice Goldberg
 that it is entirely a matter

for the committees and Con-

gress,”

The controversy over the
book erupted almost simul-
taneously with release by
Rockefeller of a list of 18
tormer associates who re-

1 Informed by the Associat-
| ed Press of Goldberg’s state-

ceived gifts totaling atleast -

$1.7 million from him over
the past 17 years.

Source close to Rockefeller
said he had supplied the in-

~ formation to the Senate six

weeks ago and now feit he
was the victim of selective
leaks from the supposedly
confidential material.

“That is why we have re- -

leased the information

The information consisted

~of a list of loans or gifts |
! Rockefeller to |

former or present publie
oifficials from 1957 through
the third quarter of 1974

and of loans or gifts to |

specific  individudls named
in requests from the Senate
ar House panels.

These categories did not

cover a $10,000 Rockefeller j
gift to Joan Braden. wife of

svndicated columist Thomas
W. Braden, and there are
reports

that Rockefeller !

made other gifts to influen-
tial persons who do not fit |

into either of
categories.

the two |

The former governor de- |
nied again yesterday thathe
had known his brother Laur- !
ance bhad put up $60,000 to |
linance publication of Victor |
J. Gold-_’

Lasky's  “‘Arthur
berg. the Old and the New,”
or that he was aware of its
contents.

Publication details were
tandled by John Wells. long-
time Rockefeller associate
who dealt with Arlington
House, a conservative pub-
lishing firm in New Ro-
chelle, N.Y. The frm 1s
owned by the Starr Broad-
casting group of which col-

umnist Willian Buckley Jr.

is chairman.

" Approximately 100,500

coples were given to Rocke-
feller campaign aides for
distribution.

“Jack Wells told me early
tn the 1970 campaign,”
Rockefeller said, *‘that Vic-
tor Lasky was working on a
hiography of Arthur Gold-
berg.

I didn’t pay the matter
any attention because I've

- always felt such a hook com-

ing out during a campaign
doesn’t cut any ice.”

In his telephoned apology
to Goldberg, which was fol-
iowed by a telegram. Rocke-
feller did not mention this,
but said only, “It is quite
clear that when the project
was brought to my attention,
t should have immediately
taken steps to see to it that
it was stopped as utterly al-
ien and incompatible with
the standards T have always

tried to observe in my politi- |

cal life.”



