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S
fE

xam
iner 

Sobered Saxbe reshaping his im
age 

B
y John H

all 
E

xam
iner B

ureau 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 -- T
 h e 

sign over the attorney gen-
eral's d

esk
 g

leam
ed

 lik
e a 

, w
arn

in
g
 lig

h
t. 

"T
he bunk stops here," it 

s A
tty. G

en. W
illiam

 S
axbe 

fin
ish

e
d
 sig

n
in

g
 'a

 fe
w

 
p
ap

ers o
n
 h

is d
esk

, an
d
 

lean
ed

 b
ack

 a b
it stiffly

 in
 

his sw
ivel chair. 

G
one w

as the plug of to-
bacco in his cheek: N

o pack-
ag

e o
f M

ail P
o
u
ch

 w
as in

 
sig

h
t. A

n
d
 h

is feet w
ere 

planted firm
ly on the floor 

instead of on the desk—
or in 

his m
outh, as som

e 'people 
have said. 

B
ill S

axbe—
he, of the tart 

tongue 	
a n d 	

quotable 
quote—

is trying to hold in 
these days. 

M
ainly he is succeeding. 

In a half-hour interview
 in 

his office last w
eek, he an-

gered only one R
epublican 

governor and did not utter a 
single cuss w

ord. 

T
h
a
t is

 a
 d

ra
m

a
tic

 
ch

an
g
e fro

m
 th

o
se free-

w
h
eelin

g
 d

ay
s last sp

rin
g
 

w
h
e
n
 h

e
 sa

id
 P

a
tric

ia
 

H
earst w

as a com
m

on crim
- 

in
al b

efo
re sh

e h
ad

 b
een

 
ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 a crim
e, o

b
-

served that Jew
ish intellec-

tuals w
ere "very enam

ored" 
w

ith
 th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
 

in
 th

e M
cC

arth
y
 era an

d
 

popped off w
ithout inhibition 

ab
o
u
t all th

e issu
es o

f th
e 

day at his W
ednesday m

orn-
in

g
 co

ffe clatch
es w

ith
 re-

porters 

S
ax

le, as a sen
ato

r, g
o
t 

u
sed

 to
 b

ein
g
 b

lu
n
t. A

fter 
the C

hristm
as season bom

b-
ing of H

anoi in 1972, he said 
th

en
-P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 w

as 
"out of his f 
	

. . 

R
ep

o
rters co

v
erin

g
 t h

 e 
Justice D

epartm
ent w

hen he  

cam
e ab

o
ard

 lo
v
ed

 it. T
h
e 

plain-spoken, no-nonsense, 
ta

lk
 w

a
s
 a

 re
fre

s
h
in

g
 

change. 

B
ut after being zinged by 

ed
ito

rial w
riters an

d
 civ

il 
liberties groups for his un-
law

y
erlik

e co
m

m
en

ts last 
spring, S

axbe canceled his 
W

ednesday m
orning coffee 

w
ith reporters, his public re-

lations m
en breathed a sigh 

of relief, he w
ent into hiding 

to lick his w
ounds, and re-

p
o
rters p

u
t a d

art b
o
ard

 in
 

th
e p

ress ro
o
m

 to
 reliev

e 
their boredom

. 

S
a
x
b
e
 h

a
s b

e
g
u
n
 r e

-
em

erging w
ithin the last few
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*
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 A

 P
age 23 

- 	
O

cto
b
e
r 1

3
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9
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S
. F

. S
unday E

xam
iner 

&
 C

h
ro

n
icle

 

w
eek

s fo
r in

fo
rm

al ch
ats 

w
ith

 n
ew

sm
en

, b
u
t th

e o
ld

 
crustiness is gone. 

In
 fact, S

ax
b
e's p

o
licy

 is 
not to com

m
ent on m

atters 
that are not under his im

m
e-

d
iate ju

risd
ictio

n
. H

is re 
sp

o
n
ses to

 m
o
st q

u
estio

n
s.:  

are g
iv

en
 in

 o
n
e sen

ten
ce 

w
ith

 a lo
n
g
 p

au
se fo

r th
e 

n
ex

t q
u
estio

n
. A

 m
o
n
ito

r 
fro

m
 th

e p
u
b
lic relatio

n
s 

staff sits b
y
 tape recording 

t h
 e w

h
o
le p

ro
ceed

in
g
—

a 
c
o
n
sta

n
t re

m
in

d
e
r th

a
t 

w
h
atev

er h
e say

s m
ay

 b
e 

used against him
. 
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