S Chronicle

PI:U/Z D

Butz Cites M

12 1974

iIXup

Over Grain Deals

Indianapolis
“A genuine misunderstan-

ding” between the Soviet

Union and the United States
brought the postponement of
a 3.4 million ton shipment of
corn and wheat to the Sovi-
ets, Secretary of Agriculture
Earl L. Butz said yesterday.

Butz said, “I believe there
was a genuine misunder-
standing between both coun-
tries. The Soviet Union
agreed to make modest pur-
chases. We just had a mis-
understanding about what
‘modest purchases’ consti-
tuted.”

At a news conference,
Butz said it is possible the
halted shipment will be de-
livered to the Soviet Union
anyway at alater date,

“The Soviet Union has
been a good customer,”
Butz said. “We need to keep
them as a customer. Frank-
ly we needed them two
Yyears ago when we had
large crop surpluses.”
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