
T
h

e N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 T

im
es/P

au
l H

o
sefro

s 
D

r. W
illiam

 J. R
onan, left, and N

elson A
. R

ockefeller chatting in office of M
r. R

ockefeller's com
m

ission on critical 
choices here in June. A

fter serving 18 years as a protege of M
r. R

ockefeller, 'he continues as a fam
ily adviser. 
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'W
onan R

em
ains on P

ayroll 
A

s A
dviser to. R

ockefeller 
B

y D
A

V
ID

°A
. A

N
D

E
L

M
A

N
 

S
in

ce last M
ay

, w
h
en

 h
e o

p
en

ly
 o

n
 an

y
 m

ajo
r issu

e fro
m

 
the m

om
ent m

ore than 17 years 
ago w

hen D
r. R

onan first joined 
th

e p
u
b
lic p

ay
ro

ll an
d
 th

e p
ri-

vate payroll of M
r. R

ockefeller. 
F

or years, in his dealings w
ith 

m
a
n
y
 o

f th
e
 sta

te
's m

o
st 

p
o
w

erfu
l (ig

u
res, D

r. R
o
n
an

 
p

resen
ted

 th
e v

iew
s o

f an
d

 n
e-

g
o
tia

te
d
 fo

r h
is b

o
ss, th

e
 

G
overnor. 
A

n
d
 later, it w

as D
r. R

o
n
an

, 
under the personal guidance of 
M

r. R
ockefeller, w

ho took over 
th

e M
etro

p
o
litan

 C
o

m
m

u
ter 

T
ransportation A

uthority, later 
th

e M
.T

.A
.—

a p
o

sitio
n

 th
at 

gave him
, as one public official 

ex
p
ressed

 it, "in
 , th

e p
u
b
lic 

tran
sit area as m

u
ch

 p
o
w

er as 
R

obert M
oses ever possessed in 

the field of highw
ay travel." 

H
e is. the politican continued, 

"to
 N

e
lso

n
` R

o
c
k
e
fe

lle
r a

s 
R

obert M
oses w

as to G
overnor 

A
l S

m
ith." 

1956 M
eeting R

ecalled 
In 1956, at the age of 44, W

il-
liam

 R
o
n
an

 w
as "d

isco
v
ered

" 
fo

r N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t b
y
 

C
harles P

reusse, then C
ity A

d-
m

inistrator for M
ayor R

obert F
. 

W
ag

n
er. M

r. P
reu

sse b
ro

u
g
h
t 

M
r. R

o
n
an

 in
to

 C
ity

 H
all as 

F
irst D

ep
u
ty

 C
ity

 A
d
m

in
istra-

tor from
 his post as dean of the 

G
raduate S

chool of P
ublic A

d-
m

inistration and S
ocial S

ervice 
at N

ew
 Y

ork U
niversity. 

It w
as to

 b
e a sh

o
rt-liv

ed
 re-

lationship. D
r. R

onan joined the 
c
ity

 a
d
m

in
istra

tio
n
 in

 Ju
ly

, 
1
9
5
6
. In

 D
ecem

b
er, N

elso
n
 

R
o
ck

efeller, th
en

 a p
riv

ate ci-
tizen

 w
h
o
 h

ad
 n

ev
er m

et D
r. 

R
o
n
an

, su
m

m
o
n
ed

 h
im

 to
 th

e 
56th-floor 

su
ite o

f o
ffices in

 
R

ockefeller C
enter that the fu-

ture G
overnor then m

aintained. 
N

eith
er D

r. R
o

n
an

, n
o

r M
r. 

R
ockefeller, nor any other asso-

ciate has ever disclosed the de-
tails o

f th
at m

eetin
g
, b

u
t clo

se 
asso

ciates said
 y

esterd
ay

 th
at 

"
th

e
ir re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
 b

e
g
a
n
 

th
ere." 

"T
h
ere w

as so
m

e 
fluid 

pro 
quo," said one form

er associate 
o
f D

r. R
o
n
an

's. A
n
d
, w

ith
in

 
w

eek
s, D

r. R
o
n
an

 h
ad

 jo
in

ed
 

the R
ockefeller team

. 
H

is first jo
b
 w

as staff d
irec-

to
r o

f th
e state's T

em
p
o
rary

 
C

om
m

ission on C
onstitutional 

R
evision, to w

hich M
r. R

ocke-
feller h

ad
 ju

st b
een

 ap
p
o
in

ted
 

ch
airm

an
. M

r, R
o
n
an

 w
as n

o
t 

lo
n
g
 to

 rem
ain

 th
ere, eith

er in
 

1
9
5
8
 h

e h
ead

ed
 th

e research
 

staff o
f M

r. R
o
ck

efeller's first 
su

ccessfu
l g

u
b
ein

ato
rial cam

-
paign staff. O

n N
ov. 11, 1958, 

h
e w

as n
am

ed
 th

e n
ew

 g
o
v
er-

nor-elect's personal secretary. 
A

 K
ey N

egotiator 
A

s R
obert M

oses did w
ith A

l 
S

m
ith three decades earlier, D

r. 
ronan, quickly cem

ented his re-
lationship w

ith the new
 G

over-
nor and becam

e one of his prin-
cipal advisers. 

B
y 1960, H

arold P
ryor, gener-

al chairm
an of the L

ong Island 
R

ail R
oad's U

nited T
ransporta-

tio
n
 U

n
io

n
, recalled

 th
at D

r. 
R

onan had already begun to re-
p
resen

t th
e G

o
v
ern

o
r in

 so
m

e 
delicate union negotiations. 

"W
e d

id
n
't see ey

e to
 ey

e," 
M

r. • P
ryor recalled yesterday, 

"b
u
t h

e w
as sp

eak
in

g
 fo

r th
e 

G
o
v
e
rn

o
r. A

n
d
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
  

things I w
ould have to say w

as 
that he w

as loyal to the gover-
nor. 

In his long years of service to 
N

elson R
ockefeller, D

r. R
onan 

conducted m
any sensitive nego-

tiatio
n

s fo
r h

im
. A

m
o

n
g

 th
em

 
w

as •th
e co

m
p
lex

 d
ealin

g
 th

at 
led to the m

erger of the T
ribor-

o
u
g
h
 B

rid
g
e an

d
 T

u
n
n
el A

u
-

th
o
rity

 an
d
 th

e M
etro

p
o
litan

 
T

ransportation A
uthority. 

T
h
e m

erg
er h

ad
 b

een
 ch

al-
lenged in a law

 suit in 1962 by 
th

e C
h
ase M

an
h
attan

 B
an

k
, 

h
ead

ed
 b

y
 D

av
id

 R
o
ck

efeller, 
th

e G
o
v
ern

o
r's b

ro
th

er, w
h
ich

 
w

as actin
g
 in

 its cap
acity

 as 
tru

e tru
stee fo

r th
e h

o
ld

ers o
f 

$367- m
illio

n
 in

 o
u
tstan

d
in

g
 

T
.B

.T
.A

. bonds. T
he bank w

as 
seeking to protect the profits of 
the T

.B
.T

.A
., w

hich the G
over-

n
o
r w

an
ted

 to
 su

e to
 su

p
p
o
rt 

th
e d

eficit-rid
d
en

 T
ran

sit A
u
-

th
o
rity

, a 'co
n
stitu

en
t o

f th
e 

M
.T

.A
. 

In the' deal w
orked out by D

r. 
R

onan, the suit w
as settled out 

o
f co

u
rt, w

ith
 th

e b
o
n
d
h
o
ld

ers 
g
ettin

g
 an

 ex
tra q

u
arter o

f o
n
e  

per cent interest, plus a guaran-
tee that the state's credit w

ould 
stan

d
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e b
o
n
d
s. T

h
e 

state's com
m

uters received the 
toll revenues from

 the T
.B

.T
.A

. 
O

n M
ay 2, 1974, after G

over- 
nor W

ilson of N
ew

.Y
ork and 

G
overnor B

yrne of N
ew

 Jersey 
appointed D

r. R
onan chairm

an 
o
f th

e P
o
rt A

u
th

o
rity

 o
f N

ew
 

Y
o
rk

 an
d
 N

ew
 Jersey

 an
d
 th

e 
leg

islatu
res o

f th
e tw

o
 states 

concurred. In accepting the ap-
p
o
in

tm
en

t, D
r. R

o
n
an

 step
p
ed

 
dow

n from
 his $85,000-a-year 

post as M
.T

.A
. chairm

an. 
, T

he next day, M
ay 3, he took 

o
n
 h

is n
e
w

 o
v
e
rse

e
in

g
 th

e
 

spraw
ling bistate P

ort A
uthori-

ty
. S

in
ce th

en
, h

eo
b
V

s co
n
ti-

n
u

ed
 in

 th
e red

u
ced

 g
lare o

f 
this less-publicized but pow

er-
ful position. 

D
u
rin

g
 h

is 1
7
-y

ear asso
cia-

tio
n
 w

ith
 M

r. R
o
ck

efeller, D
r. 

R
onan borrow

ed som
e $550,000 

from
 him

. L
ast spring, after D

r. 
R

onan left the M
.T

.A
., bnt be-

fore he becam
e chairm

an of the 
P

ort A
uthority, M

r. R
ockefeller 

canceled the debt. 

H
ugh M

orrow
, M

r. R
ockefel-

ler's p
ress secretary

, said
 M

r. 
R

o
ck

efeller can
celed

 th
e d

eb
t 

o
n
 th

e
 b

a
sis o

f "
p
e
rso

n
a
l 

friendship alone." 
"It w

as an
 ex

trem
ely

 clo
se 

relationship throughout—
R

ock-
efeller an

d
 R

o
n
an

," a fo
rm

er 
senior adviser to D

r. R
onan re-

called yesterday. "T
hey talked 

th
ree, fo

u
r tim

es a d
ay

, ev
ery

 
d

ay
. A

n
d

 it w
as n

o
t ju

st ab
o

u
t 

tran
sp

o
rtatio

n
. T

h
ey

 talk
ed

 
about everything." 

B
ut in the loyal traditions of 

the"clan," as one official put it, 
fe

w
 o

f th
e
 fo

rm
e
r o

ffic
ia

ls 
w

ould go into any areas of dif-
ference betw

een M
r. R

ockefel-
ler and D

r. R
onan. 

"T
hey had their differences of 

o
p
in

io
n
 o

n
 v

ario
u
s su

b
jects," 

said
 th

e ad
v
iser w

h
o
 h

ad
 o

b
-

serv
ed

 th
eir th

rice d
aily

 talk
s. 

"B
ut once R

ockefeller m
ade up 

h
is m

in
d
, th

at w
as it. T

h
e ro

le 
o

f ad
v

iser is to
 ad

v
ise an

d
 n

o
t 

to
 fig

h
t p

u
b

licly
. A

n
d

 th
at's 

w
h
y
 th

ey
'v

e b
een

 to
g
eth

er fo
r 

18 years. 

S
tep

p
ed

 d
o
w

n
 as ch

airm
an

 o
f 

th
e  M

etro
p
o
litan

 T
ran

sp
o
rta-

tio
n

 A
u

th
o

rity
, D

r. W
illiam

 J. 
ro

n
an

 h
as serv

ed
 as th

e sala-
rie

d
 "se

n
io

r a
d
v
ise

r to
 th

e
 

R
ockefeller fam

ily," in addition 
to salaried m

em
berships on the 

b
o
ard

s o
f d

irecto
rs o

f tw
o
 sav

-
in

g
s b

an
k
s an

d
 an

 in
d
u
strial 

corporation. 
Y

et apart from
 his $12,500-a- 

y
e
a
r sa

la
ry

 a
s tru

ste
e
 o

f th
e
 

S
tate P

o
w

er A
u
th

o
rity

, th
e ex

- 
ten

t o
f D

r. R
o
n
an

's v
ario

u
s sa-

laries rem
ain

s u
n
d
isclo

sed
—

su
rro

u
n
d
e
d
 b

y
 m

u
c
h
 o

f th
e
 

tig
h
t-lip

p
ed

 m
y
stery

 th
at h

as 
, pervaded his 18 years as public 
o
fficial an

d
 p

ro
teg

e o
f N

elso
n
 

A
. R

o
ck

efeller. It is th
at rela-

tio
n
sh

ip
 th

at M
s b

eco
m

e a na-
tio

n
a issu

e w
ith

 th
e d

isclo
isu

re 
th

at V
ice-P

resid
en

t d
esig

n
ate 

R
ockefeller had canceled $550,-

000
 w

o
rth

 o
f d

eb
ts o

w
ed

 h
im

 
b
y
 M

r. R
o
n
an

, n
o
w

 th
e u

n
sala-

ried
 ch

air an
 o

f th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

-
N

ew
 Jersey P

ort'A
uthori 

S
o
u
rces clo

se to
 D

r. R
o
n
an

 
disclosed jobs yesterday that he 
w

as a m
em

b
er o

f th
e b

o
ard

s of 
tru

stees o
f th

e M
etro

p
o
litan

 
S

av
in

g
s S

av
in

g
s B

an
k
 an

d
 S

e-
c
u
rity

 N
a
tio

n
a
l B

a
n
k
 a

n
d
 a

 
m

e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 b

o
a
rd

 o
f th

e
 

C
o
n
tin

en
tal C

o
p
p
er an

d
 S

teel 
industries C

orporation. 
B

u
t it ap

p
aren

tly
 is h

is p
o
st 

as sen
io

r ad
v
iser to

 th
e R

o
ck

e-
feller fam

ily w
hich provides the 

fo
rm

er N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 U
n
iv

ersity
 

clean w
ith 

th
e b

u
lk

 o
f h

is an
- 

nual incom
e. 

N
ever an O

pen Split 
O

v
er th

e list 1
8
 y

ears, h
is 

p
o
w

er g
ro

w
in

g
 as th

e cem
en

t 
of his relationship w

ith N
elson 

R
ockefeller hardened, W

illiam
 

John R
oana has becom

e one of 
th

e clo
sest p

o
litical an

d
 p

erso
- , 

n
al co

n
fid

an
ts o

f th
e fo

rm
er 

G
overnor of N

ew
 Y

ork. 
N

ever, according to public fi-
g
u
res an

d
 p

riv
ate frien

d
s o

f 
h
o
th

. d
id

 th
ey

 ev
er d

isag
ree 


