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T
he S

am
e O

ld W
hite H

ouse 
H

o
w

 little b
o
th

 th
e su

b
stan

ce an
d
 

style of policym
aking have changed at 

• th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se is reflected
 b

y
 th

e 
fact th

at th
e sam

e eco
n
o
m

ist w
h
o
 

w
rote P

resident N
ixon's last econom

ic 
sp

eech
 ex

p
ects to

 w
rite P

resid
en

t 
F

ord's speech concluding his econom
ic 

sum
m

it conference S
ept. 28. 

T
h

e sp
eech

w
riter is eco

n
o

m
ist S

id
-

n
ey

 Jo
n
es, a m

ajo
r b

ack
stag

e p
o
licy

-
m

aker at the N
ixon W

hite H
ouse w

ho 
rem

ain
s h

ig
h

ly
 in

flu
en

tial in
 p

lan
-

n
in

g
 th

e
 F

o
rd

 e
c
o

n
o

m
ic

 su
m

m
it. 

W
h
at's m

o
re, Jo

n
es h

as n
o
 ap

o
lo

g
ies 

for the last N
ixon econom

ic speech in 
L

os A
ngeles July 25 w

hich advocated 
"th

e o
ld

 tim
e relig

io
n

"—
th

at is, fiscal 
and m

onetary conservatism
—

and not 
m

uch else. 
A

lthough N
ixon's July speech w

as in 
itself a d

ep
ressan

t o
n
 th

e eco
n
o
m

y
, 

o
th

er g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
fficials ex

p
ect 

Jones to follow
 the sam

e general script 
for M

r. F
ord. A

part from
 perpetuating 

N
V

onom
ics, this show

s that econom
ic 

policy is still being m
ade in the W

hite 
H

ouse rather than by S
ecretary of the 

T
reasu

ry
 W

illiam
 S

im
o
n
, as o

n
ce 

seem
ed probable. 

S
u
ch

 a p
attern

 g
en

erally
 h

o
ld

s tru
e 

for all governm
ent policym

aking dur-
ing P

resident F
ord's first six w

eeks in 
o
ffice. D

esp
ite h

is g
en

u
in

e d
esire to

 
d
ecen

tralize p
o
w

er aw
ay

 fro
m

 th
e 

W
hite H

ouse and back to C
abinet-level 

d
ep

artm
en

ts, little h
as ch

an
g
ed

. In
-

deed, the W
hite H

ouse D
om

estic C
oun-

cil under N
ixon holdover K

en C
ole, is 

m
ore influential than ever. N

o w
onder, 

th
e
n
, th

a
t p

o
lic

ie
s re

m
a
in

 a
s th

e
y
 

w
ere. 
T

h
is can

 b
e p

artly
 ex

p
lain

ed
 b

y
 th

e 
lack of the usual transition period be-
tw

een
 P

resid
en

ts. M
o

reo
v

er, th
ere 

never w
as m

uch chance for apprecia-
ble change as long as G

en. A
lexander 

H
aig m

aintained the old N
ixon system

 
as W

h
ite H

o
u
se C

h
ief o

f staff; w
ith

 
H

aig leaving this w
eek, adm

inistration 
officials outside the W

hite H
ouse hope 

a new
 day w

ill daw
n for them

. 
N

ev
erth

eless, in
tim

ate F
o
rd

 ad
v
is-

ers are deeply disappointed about the 
first six

 w
e
e
k
s a

t th
e
 F

o
rd

 W
h
ite

 
H

ouse. W
hat follow

s is a sam
pling of 

recen
t in

cid
en

ts th
ere w

h
ich

 are d
is-

turbingly sim
ilar to the prevailing pat-

tern of the N
ixon W

hite H
ouse: 

• T
h
e recen

t • leg
islativ

e m
essag

e 
sen

t C
o

n
g

ress b
y

 M
r. F

o
rd

 w
as p

re-
pared entirely by the D

om
estic C

oun-
cil. W

hen one W
hite H

ouse aide boot-
leg

g
ed

 a co
p

y
 to

 a C
ab

in
et m

em
b

er, 
a
n
g
ry

 D
o
m

e
stic

 C
o
u
n
c
il sta

ffe
rs 

launched an investigation to discover 
the "leak." 

• A
 dozen conservative R

epublican  

senators, led by S
en. C

arl 'C
urtis of N

e-
braska, som

e •tw
o w

eeks ago asked for 
a private session w

ith the P
resident to 

d
iscu

ss th
eir co

m
p
lain

ts ab
o
u
t w

h
at 

th
ey

 co
n
sid

er h
is leftw

ard
 d

rift. T
h
e 

lack of any response to the senators is 
the responsibility not of M

r. F
ord but 

o
f h

is staffers. F
o

r v
ario

u
s strateg

ic 
reaso

n
s, th

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t th

e sen
a-

tors to see him
 now

. 
• T

h
e b

o
m

estic C
o
u
n
cil staff h

as 
d
o
m

in
ated

 th
e p

resid
en

tial d
ecisio

n
-

m
ak

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's n
ew

 
energy policy m

achinery —
 a decision 

cru
cial to

 b
o
th

 d
ip

lo
m

atic an
d

 eco
-

nom
ic problem

s. T
he D

om
estic C

ouncil 
paper on the subject, subm

itted to M
r. 

F
o
rd

 last w
eek

, w
as treated

 as a to
p
 

secret d
o
cu

m
en

t n
o
t av

ailab
le to

 h
ig

h
 

governm
ent officials outside the W

hite 
H

ouse. 
R

ep. A
lbert Q

uie of M
innesota, a 

h
ig

h
ly

 reg
ard

ed
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 m
o
d
er-

ate, h
ad

 arg
u
ed

 u
n
su

ccessfu
lly

 th
at 

P
resident N

ixon should not veto fund-
ing of anti-poverty com

m
unity action 

program
s. W

hen he renew
ed the argu-

m
ent w

ith the F
ord W

hite H
ouse, Q

uie 
en

co
u

n
tered

 ex
actly

 th
e sam

e resist-
an

ce an
d
 ex

actly
 th

e sam
e arg

u
m

en
ts 

in
 rep

ly
. T

h
at w

as h
ard

ly
 su

rp
risin

g
; 

h
e w

as talk
in

g
 to

 ex
actly

 th
e sam

e 
D

om
estic C

ouncil staffers. 

B
u

t th
e afterm

ath
 o

f th
is last in

ci-
dent show

s that, for all the sim
ilarities 

b
etw

een
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 F

o
rd

 W
h
ite 

H
o

u
ses, th

ere are d
ifferen

ces w
h

ich
 

hopefully w
ill be dom

inant eventually. 
U

nable to m
ake his point w

ith the D
o-

m
estic C

ouncil staff, Q
uie insisted on 

seein
g
 th

e P
resid

en
t h

im
self, a frien

d
 

and ally for 16 years. Q
uie got into the 

O
v
al O

ffice, m
ad

e h
is p

itch
 to

 M
r. 

F
ord and cam

e aw
ay convinced there 

w
ould be no veto. 
T

h
e p

o
in

t is th
at Q

u
ie n

ev
er w

o
u
ld

 
have gotten close enough to N

ixon to 
contradict the staff. In contrast, close 
p
erso

n
al aid

es b
ro

u
g
h
t to

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se b

y
 M

r. F
o
rd

 feel o
p
en

 access 
w

ill b
e th

e essen
ce o

f h
is p

resid
en

cy
. 

O
n
ce H

aig
 leav

es, th
ey

 b
eliev

e, M
r. 

F
o
rd

's p
erso

n
al in

clin
atio

n
s fo

r a d
e-

em
phasized W

hite H
ouse staff w

ill be 
translated into reality. 

W
h
atev

er h
ap

p
en

s in
 th

e p
o
st-H

aig
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se, h

o
w

ev
er, th

e last six
 

w
eek

s can
n
o
t b

e w
ash

ed
 aw

ay
. A

t a 
tim

e w
hen M

r. F
ord's closest advisers 

felt ch
an

g
es in

 b
o
th

 th
e p

o
licies an

d
 

procedures of the adm
inistration w

ere 
im

perative, the new
 P

resident w
as un-

ab
le to

 b
u
d
g
e m

o
re th

an
 slig

h
tly

 th
e 

m
onolithic N

ixon system
 that he inher-

ited. 
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