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Ford: 'To H eal the :Nation 

...NV as the Top 

Please sit do*n. Ladies and gentle-
men this press conference is being 
held at a time when many Americans 
are observing the Jewish religious new 
year. It begins a period of self-exami-
nation and reconciliation. In opening 
this press conference I am mindful 
that the spirit of this holy day has a 
meaning for all Americans.. In examin-
ing one's deeds of this last year and in 
assuming responsibility for past ac-
tions and personal decisions one can 
reach a point of growth and change. 
The purpose of looking back is to go 
forward with a new and enlightened 
dedication to our highest values. The 
record of the past year does not have 
to be endlessly relived, but can be 
transformed by commitment, new in-
sights and new actions in the year to 
come. Ladies and gentlemen' I am 
ready for your questions. 

Q. Mr. President, some congressional 
Republicans who have talked to you 
have hinted that you may have had .a 
secret reason for granting President 
Nixon a pardon sooner than you indi-
cated you would at the last news con-
ference, and I wonder if you could tell 
us •what that reason was. 

A. At the outset let me say I had no 
secret reason and I don't recall telling 
any Republican that I had such a rea-
son. Let me review quickly if I might 
the things that transpired following 
the last news conference. As many of 
you know I answered two, maybe 
three, questions concerning a pardon 
at that time. On return to the office I 
felt that I had to have my counsel un-
dertake a thorough examination as to 
what my right of pardon was under 
the Constitution. I also felt that it was 
very important that I find out what le-
gal actions, if any, were contemplated 
by the special prosecutor. That infor-
mation was found out and it was indi-
cated to me that the possibility exists, 
the very real possibility that the Presi-
dent would be charged with obstruct-
ing justice and 10 other possible crimi-
nal actions. In addition I asked my 
general counsel to find out if he could 
how long such criminal proceedings 
would take from the indictment to car-
rying on of the trial, etc. And I was 
informed that this would take 'a year, 
maybe somewhat longer, for the whole 
process to go through. 

I also asked my counsel to find out 
whether or not under decisions of the 
judicial system a fair trial could be 
given to the former President. After I 
got that information, which took two 
or three days, I then began to evaluate 
in my own mind whether or not I 
should take the action which,  I subse-
quently did. 

IMPLICATION OF GUILT 
Q. Throughout your vice presidency 

you said that you didn't believe that 
former President Nixon had ever com-
mitted an impeachable offense. Is that 
still your belief? Or do you believe 
that his acceptance of a pardon implies 
his guilt? Or is an admission of guilt? 

A. The fact that 38 members of the 
House Committee on the Judiciary, 
Democrat and Republican, have unani-
mouSly agreed in the report that was 
filed that the former President was 
guilty of an impeachable offense is 
very persuasive evidence. And-the sec-
ond question — was the acceptance of 
the pardon an admission of •guilt. The 
acceptance of a pardon I think can be 
construed by many if not all as an ad-
mission of guilt. 

FORMER PRESIDENT'S HEALTH 
Q. What reports have you received 

on Mr. Nixon's health and what effect, 
if any, did this have on your decision 
to ,pardon him now? 

A. I have asked Dr. (Walter] Lukash 
who is the head physician in the White 
House to keep me posted in proper 
channels as to the former President's 
health. I have been informed on a rou-
tine day-to-day basis but I don't think 
I'm at liberty to give any information 
as to those reports that I have re-
ceived. 

You also asked what impact did the 
President's health have on, my deci-
sion. I think it's well known that just 

b

efore I gave my statement at the time 
 -have the pardon I personally wrote 

in a phrase "the threat to the Presi-
dent's health." The main concern that 
I had at the time I made the decision 
was to heal the wounds throughout the 
United States. For a period of 18 

months or longer we had had turmoil 
and divisiveness in American society. 
At the same time the United States 
had major problems both at home and 
abroad that needed the maximum per-
sonal attention of the President and 
many others in the government- 

R seemed to me that as long as this 
divisiveness continued, this turmoil ex-
isted, caused by the charges and coun-
tercharges, the responsible people in 
the government could not give their 
total attention to the problems that we 
have to solve at home and abroad. And 
the net result was that I was more anx-
ious to heal the nation. That was the 
top priority. And I felt then and I feel 
now that the action I took will do that. 
I couldn't be oblivious, however, to 
news accounts that I had concerning 
the President's health but the major 
reason for the action I took related to 
the effort to reconcile divisions in our 
country and to heal the wounds that 
had festered hard too long. 

ANALYZED THE SITUATION 
Q Mr. President, after you had . . . 

you told us that you were going to 
allow the legal process to go on before 
you decided whether to pardon him, 
why, did you decide that on Sunday 
morning abruptly to pardon Mr. 
Nixon. 

A. .I didn't decide abruptly. I ek-
plained a moment ago the process that 
I went through subsequent to the last 
press conference and when I had as-
sembled all the information that came 
to me through my counsel. I then most 
carefully analyzed the situation in the 
country and I decided we could not af-
ford in America an extended period of 
continued turmoil and the fact that the 
trial would have, and all the parts 
thereof, would have lasted a year, per-
haps more, with the continuation of 
the divisions in America, I felt that I 
should take the action that I . did 
promptly and effectively. 

Priority' 
CUSTODY OF TAPES, 

DOCUMENTS 
Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask 

you ,a question about the decision rela-
ting to the custody of the Nixon tapes 
and documents. Considering the enor-
mous interest that the special prosecu-
tor's office had in these documents for 
further investigation I'm wondering 
why the negotiations with Mr. Nixon's 
representatives were c onducted 
strictly between the counsel in your of-
fice without bringing in discussion 
with either Mr. Jaworski's representa-
tives -or those from the Justice Depart-
ment. 

A.*In the first place I did receive a 
memorandum or legal opinion from 
the Department of Justice which indi-
cated that in the opinion of the De-
partment of Justice the -documents, 
tapes, the -ownership of them were in 
the hands of the former President. 
And historically that has been the case 
for all presidents. Now the negotia-
tions for the handling of the tapes and 
docurnents were undertaken and con-
summated by my staff and the staff of 
the former President. And I believe 
that 'they have been properly pre-
served and they will be available un-
der subpoena for any criminal pro-
ceeding. The special prosecutor's staff 
has indicated some concern. I'm saying 
tunight that my -staff is working with 
the special prosecutor's staff to try 
and alleviate any concerns that they 
have and I hope -a satisfactory arrange-
ment can be worked out. 

PARDONING PREDECESSOR 
Q. Mr. President, during your confir-

mation hearings as Vice President you 
said that you did not think that the 
country would stand for a President to 
pardon his predecessor. Has your mind 
changed about such public opinion? 

A. In those hearings before the Sen-
ate Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration, I was asked a hypothetical 
question. And in answer to that hy-
pothetical question I responded by say-
ing that I did not think the American 
people would stand for such an action. 

Now that I'm in the White House 
and don't have to answer hypothetical 
questions but have to deal with reality. 
it was my judgment after analyzing all 
of the facts that it was in the best in-
terest of the United States for me to 
take the action that I did. I think if 
you'll reread what I said in answer to 
that hypothetical question, I did not 
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say I wouldn't. I simply said that un-
der the way the question was phrased, 
the American people would object. 

But I'm absolutely convinced when 
dealing with reality in this very, very 
difficult situation that I made the 
right decision in an effort, an honest, 
conscientious effort, to end the divi-
sions and the turmoil in the United 
States. 

DESTRUCTION OF TAPES 
Q. Mr. President, is there any safe-

guard in the tapes agreement that was 
made with Mr. Nixon to prevent the 
destruction in the event anything hap-
pens to him, because under the agree-
ment they will be destroyed, and sec-
ondly, should not the tapes be kept in 
the White House until the special pros-
ecutor has obtained the evidence? 

A. The tapes and the documents are 
still in our possession and we are, as I 
said a moment ago, working with the 
special prosecutor's office to alleviate 
any concerns they have as to their dis-
position and their availability. The 
agreement as to destruction is quite 
clear cut. As long as Mr. Nixon is 
alive, and during this period of time 
that's set forth, they are available for 
subpoena by a court involving any 
criminal proceedings. I think this is a 
necessary requirement for the protec-r-
ton of evidence for any such action. 

Q Mr. President, recent congres-
sional testimony has indicated that the 
CIA, under the direction of a commit-
tee headed by Dr. Kissinger, attempted 
to destabilize the government of Chile 
under former President Allende. Is it 
the policy of your administration to 
attempt to destabilize the governments 
of other democracies? 

A Let me answer in general—I think 
this is a very important questidn. Our 
government like other governments 
does take certain actions in the intelli-
gence field to help implement foreign 
policy and to protect national security. 

I am informed reliaby that Communist 
nations spend vastly more money than 
we do for the same ,kind of purposes. 

Now in this particular case as I un-
derstand it, and there's no doubt in my 
mind our government had no involve-
ment whatsoever in the Allende coup. 
To my knowledge no one has charged 
that. The facts are we have no involve-
ment in any way whatsoever in the 
coup itself. 

In a period of time three or four 
years ago there was an effort being 
made by the Allende •government to 
destroy opposition news media—both 
the writing press as well as the elec-
tronic press—and to destroy opposition 
political parties. And the effort that 
was made in this'case was to help and 
assist the preservation of opposition 
newspapers and electronic media and 
to preserve opposition political parties. 
I think this is in the best interests of 
the people in Chile and certainly in 
our best interest. 

Now, may I add one further com-
ment. The 40 Committee was estab-
lished in 1948. It has been in existence 
under presidents since that time. That 
committee reviews every covert opera-
tion undertaken by our government 
and that information is relayed to the 
responsible congressional committees 
where it is reviewed by House and 
Senate committees. It seems to me that 
the 40 Committee should continue in 
existence and I am going to meet with 
the responsible congressional commit-
tees to see whether or not they want 
any changes in the review process so 
that the Congress as well as the Presi-
dent are fully informed and are fully 
included in the operations for any 
such actions 

Q In view of public reaction, do you 
think that the Nixon pardon really 
served to bind up the nation's wounds? 
I wonder if you would assess public re-
action to that move? 

A Well I ,must say that the decision 
has created more antagonism than I 
anticipated. But as I look over- the long 
the long haul with a trial, or several 
trials, of a former President, criminal 
trials, and the possibility of a former 
President being in the dock, so to 
speak, and the divisions that would 
have existed not just for a limited pe-
riod of time but for a long period of 
time, it seems to me that when I had 
the choice between that possibility and 
the possibility of taking direct action 
hoping to conclude it, I'm still con-

, vinced despite the public reaction so 
far, that the decision I amde was the 
right one. 

Q Mr. President, again in regard to 
the pardon you talk about the realities 
of the situation. Those realities, rightly 
or wrongly, include a good many peo-
ple who speculate about whether or 
not there was some sort of arrange-
ment—they even—some of them—call 
it a deal between you and the former 
President or between you staff and his 
staff. Resignation in exchange fo•r a 
full pardon. The question is, is there 
or was there to your knowledge any 
kind of understanding about this? 

A. I have asked Dr. [Walter] Lukash 
deal, between me and the former Pres-
ident, nor between my staff and the 
staff of the former President—none 
whatsoever. 

TAX CONFIDENTIAL 
Q• There is a bill the Treasury De-

partment has put forward, I think it's 
about 88 pages, under this bill which 
deals with getting hold of the Internal 
Revenue returns of citizens of the 
country, you could take action to get 
those returns whenever you wanted to. 
I wonder if you are aware of this and 
if you feel you need to get those re-
turns of citizens? 

A. It's my understanding that a Pres-
ident has by tradition and practice and 
by law the right to have access to in-
come tax returns. I personally think 
that is something that should be kept 
very closely held. A person's income 
tax return is a very precious thing to 
that individual and therefore I am 
about to issue an executive order that 
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And thirdly, as the various criminal 
trials proceed in the months ahead, 
there obviously will be additional in-
formation made available to the Amer-
ican people. So when you see what has 
been done and what undoubtedly will 
be done, I think the full story will be 
made available to the American peo-
ple. 

SUCCESSOR TO GEN. HAIG 
Q. 'Could you give us an idea who 

makes it even more restrictive as to 
how those returns can be handled. And 
I do think that a proposed piece of leg- 
islation that's coming to me and subse-
quently *11 be submitted, as I recol- 
lect, to the Congress, would also 
greatly tighten up the availability or 
accessibility of income tax returns. 

I think they should be closepy held 
and I can assure you that they will be 
most judiciously handled as far as I'm 
concerned. 

Q Mr. President, looking 'beyond the 
Nixon papers and in view of some cri- 
tisim of Congress do you believe we 
may now have reached the point where 
presidential. White House papers 
should remain in the government's 
hands as the property of the 
government? 

A As far as I'm personally con-
cerned, I can see a legitimate reason 
for presidential papers remaining the 
property of the government. In my 
own case I made a decision some years 
ago *to turn over all of my congres- 
sional papers, all of my vice presiden-
tial papers, to the University of Michi- 
gan archives. As far as I'm concerned, 
whether they go to the archives for 
use or 'whether they stay the posses- 
sion of the government, I don't think it 
makes,too much difference. I have no 
desire personally to retain 'whatever 
papers come out of my administration. 

CONFLICTS WITH CODE 
Q. Mr. President, at the last press 

conference you said "the code of ethics 
that will be followed will be the exam- 
ple that I set." Do you find any con-
flicts of interest in the decision to 
grant a sweeping pardon to your life-
long friend and your financial benefac-
tor with no consultation for advice and 
judgment for the legal fallout? 

A. Well the decision to grant the 
pardon to Mr. Nixon was made prima- 
rily, as I have expressed, for the pur- 
pose of trying to heal the wounds 
throughout the country between Amer- 
icans on one side of the issue or the 
oter. Mr. Nixon nominated me for the 
office of Vice President. I was con- 
firmed overwhelmingly in the House 
as well as in the Senate. Every action 
I've taken . . . is predicated on my 
conscience without any concern or con-
sideration as to favor as far as I'm con-
cerned. 

AMNESTY vs. PARDON 
Q. If your intention was to heal the 

wounds of the nation, sir, why did you 
grant only a conditional amnesty to 
the Vietnam war draft evaders, while 
hacking a full pardon for President 
Nixon. 

A. The only connection between 
those two cases is the effort that I 
make in the one to heal the wounds in-
volving the charges against Mr. Nixon 
in my honest and conscientious effort 
to heal the wounds for those who have 
deserted military service or dodged 
the draft. That's the only connection 
between the two. 

In one case you have a President 
who was forced to resign because of 
circumstances involving his adminis- 
tration and he has been shamed and 
disgraced by that resignation. In the 
case of draft dodgers and Army and 
military deserters, we are trying to 
heal the wounds by the action that' I 
took with the signing of the proclama-
tion this morning. 

DEFINITIVE WATERGATE STORY 
Q. Another concern that has been 

voiced around the country since the 
pardon, is that the judicial process as 
it finally unwinds may not write the 
definitive chapter on Watergate and 
with perhaps particular regard to Mr. 
Nixon's involvement, however total, 
however it may have been in truth, 
and my question is would you consider 
appointing a special commission with 
extraordinary powers to look into all 
the evidentiary material and to write 
that chapter- and not leave it to later 
history. 

A. Well it seems to me as I look at 
what has been done, 'think you find a 
mass of evidence that has been accu-

mulated. 
In the first instance you have the 

very intensive investigation conducted 
by the House Committee on the Judici-
ary. It was a very well-conducted in-
vestigation.' It came up with volumes 
of information. In addition, the special 
prosecutor's office under Mr. Jaworski 
has conducted an intensive investiga-
pon. And the special prosecutor's of-
fice will issue a report at the conclu-
sion of their, responsibilities that I 
think will probably make additional in- 
formation available to the American 
people. 

will succeed Gen. Haig? And, how are 
you coming on your search for a press 
secretary? 

A.. . .I have several people in mind 
to replace Gen. Haig, but I have made 
no decision on that. It was just an-
nounced today that the NATO coun-
tries have accepted him as the officer 
handling those responsibilities- I think 
he is to take office succeeding Gen. 
Goodpaster on Dec. 15: He assumes his 
responsibilities as the head of U.S. 
military forces, Nov. 1. In the next few 
days undoubtedly, I'll make a decision 
as to the individual to succeed him. As 
far as the press secretary is concerned, 
we're actively working on that and we 
hope to have an announcement in a 
relatively short period of time. 

DATA ON NIXON HEALTH 
Q. Mr. President, prior to your de-

ciding to pardon Mr. Nixon, did you 
have, apart from his reports, any infor-
mation either from associates of the 
President, or from his family, or any 
other source, about his health, about 
his medical condition? • 

A. Prior to the decision that I made. 
granting a pardon to Mr. Nixon, I had 
no other specific information concern-
ing his health concerning what I have 
read in the news media or heard in the 
news media. I had not gotten any in-
formation from any of the Nixon fam-
ily. The sole source was what I had 
read in the news media, plus one other 
fact. On Saturday, before the Sunday, 
a member of my staff was working 
with me on several decisions I had to 
make. He was from my staff, the one 
who had been in negotiations on Fri-
day with the President and his staff. 
At the conclusion of some decisions 
that were made, I asked him how did 
the President look? And he reported to 
me his observation.• But other than 
what I have 'read or heard and this 
particular incident I had no precise in-
formation concerning the health of 
President Nixon., 

VIEWS ON DEPRESSION 
Q. Mr. President, your own economic 

advisers are suggesting that the state 
of the economy is very bad and they 
are very pessimistic. We're hearing the 
word depression used now. I wonder 
how you feel about whether we are 
heading toward a depression? 

A. Let me say very strongly that the 
United States is not going to have a 
depression. The overall economy of the 
United States is strong, employment is 
still high, we do have the problem of 
inflation, we do have related problems 
and we're going to come up with some 
answers that I hope will solve those 
problems. We are not going to have a 
depression. We are going to work to 
make sure that our economy improves 
in the months ahead. 



FOREIGN FOOD AID 
Q. Mr. President, in the face of mas-

sive food shortages and the prospects 
of significant starvation, will the 
United States be able to significantly 
increase its food aid to foreign coun-
tries, and what is our position going to 
be at the Rome conference on partici-
pation in the world grain reserves? 

A. Within the next few days, a very 
major decision in this area will be 
made. I am not at liberty to tell you 
what the answer will be, because it has 
not been decided. But, it's my hope 
that the United States, for humanitar-
ian purposes, will be able to increase 
its contribution to those nations that 
have suffered because of drought or 
any of the other problems related to 
humane needs. 

RIGHT TO DESTABILIZE 
Q. Under what international law do 

we have a right to attempt to destabi-
lize the constittuipnally elected gov-
ernment of another country. Does the 
Soviet Union have a similar right to 
try to destabilize the government of 
Canada for example,, or the United 
States? 

A. I'm not going to pass judgment 
on whether it's permitted or author-
ized under international law. It's a rec-
ognized fact that historically, as well 
as presently, such actions are taken in 
the best interests of the countries in-
volved. 

OPENNESS AND CANDOR 
Q. Last month when you assumed 

the presidency, you pledged openness 
and candor. Last week, you decided on 
the ex-President's pardon in virtually 
total secrecy. Despite all you've said 
tonight, there would still seem to be 
some confusion, some contradiction. 
My question is this: Are the watch-
words of your administration still 
openness and candor? 

A. Without any question, without 
any reservation. And I think in the one 
instance that you cite, it was a sole de-
cision, and believe me, it wasn't easy, 
and since I was the only one who could. 
make that decision, I thought I had to 
search my own soul after consulting 
with a limited number of people, and I 
did it, and I think in the long run, it 
was the right decision. 


