
P
roth

 trL
tation

 E
xten

din
g C

lem
en

cy 
F

o
llo

w
in

g
 is th

e text o
f th

e 
p
ro

cla
m

a
tio

n
 P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 
isu

e
d
 y

e
ste

rd
a
y
 e

x
te

n
d
in

g
 

c
le

m
e
n
c
y
 to

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 - e
ra

 
d

raft 
evaders 

an
d
 m

ilitary
 

d
eserters: 

T
h
e U

n
ited

 S
tates w

ith
-

d
rew

 th
e 

last 
o
f its fo

rces 
fro

m
 th

e rep
u
b
lic o

f V
iet-

nam
 on M

arch 28, 1973. 
In

 th
e
 p

e
rio

d
 o

f its in
-

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 arm

ed
 hostili-

ties in
 S

o
u
th

east A
sia, th

e 
U

nited S
tates suffered great 

losses. M
illions served their 

co
u
n
try

, th
o
u
san

d
s d

ied
 in

 
com

bat, 
th

o
u
san

d
s 

m
ore 

w
ere w

o
u

n
d

ed
, o

th
ers are 

still listed
 as m

issing in ac-
tion. 

O
ver a y

ear after th
e last 

A
m

e
ric

a
n
 c

o
m

b
a
ta

n
t h

a
d
 

left V
ietn

am
, th

e statu
s o

f 
th

o
u
san

d
s o

f o
u
r co

u
n
try

-
m

en —
 

convicted, 
charged, 

in
v
estig

ated
 o

r still so
u
g
h
t 

for v
io

latio
n
s of the m

ilitary
 

S
elective S

ervice A
ct o

r of 
th

e U
n
ifo

rm
 C

o
d
e o

f 
M

ili-
tary

 Ju
stice —

 rem
ain

s u
n
-

resolved. 
In

 fu
rth

eran
ce o

f o
u

r n
a-

tional 
co

m
m

itm
en

t to
 

jus-
tice an

d
 m

ercy
 th

ese y
o
u
n
g
 

A
m

erican
s sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e th
e 

chance to contribute a sh
are 

to
 th

e
 

reb
u

ild
in

g
 o

f p
eace 

am
o
n
g
 o

u
rselv

es 
an

d
 w

ith
 

all n
atio

n
s. T

h
ey

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e 

allo
w

ed
 th

e o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 

earn
 retu

rn
 to

 th
eir co

u
n

try
, 

th
eir co

m
m

u
n
ities, an

d
 th

eir 
fam

ilies, u
p
o
n
 th

eir ag
ree-

m
e
n
t to

 
a p

erio
d
 o

f • alter-
n
ate serv

ice in
 th

e national 
in

te
re

st, to
g
e
th

e
r w

ith
 

an 
ack

n
o
w

led
g
em

en
t o

f 
th

eir 
alleg

ian
ce to

 
th

e 
country 

an
d

 its C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

. 
D

esertio
n

 in
 tim

e 
of w

ar 
is 

a m
ajo

r, serio
u

s o
ffen

se; 
fa

ilu
re

 to
 

resp
o
n
d
 to

 th
e 

c
o
u
n
try

's c
a
ll fo

r d
u
ty

 is 
also

 a serio
u

s o
ffen

se. R
ec-

o
n
ciliatio

n
 am

ong 
our 

peo- 

ple 
d
o
e
s n

o
t re

q
u
ire

 th
a
t 

th
ese acts b

e co
n
d
o
n
ed

. Y
et, 

reconciliation 
c
a
lls fo

r a
n
 

act o
f m

ercy
 to

 b
in

d
 th

e n
a-

tio
n
's w

o
u
n
d
s a

n
d
 to

 h
e
a
l 

th
e scars o

f d
iv

isiv
en

ess. 
N

o
w

, th
erefo

re, I, 
G

erald 
R

. 
F

ord, 
P

re
sid

e
n
t o

f th
e
 

U
n
ited

 S
tates, p

u
rsu

an
t to

 
m

y p
o
w

ers u
n
d
er A

rticle II, 
S

e
c
tio

n
s 1

, 2
 a

n
d
 3

 o
f th

e 
C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
, d

o
 h

ereb
y

 p
ro

-
c
la

im
 a

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 to

 c
o
m

-
m

e
n
c
e
 im

m
e
d
ia

te
ly

 to
 a

f-
fo

rd
 reco

n
ciliatio

n
 to

 V
iet-

n
am

-era d
raft ev

ad
ers an

d
 

m
ilitary

 d
eserters u

p
o
n
 th

e 
follow

ing 	
term

s 	
and 

conditions: 
1
. D

raft E
v

ad
ers 

—
A

n in-
d
iv

id
u
al w

h
o
 alleg

ed
ly

 u
n
-

la
w

fu
lly

 fa
ile

d
 u

n
d
e
r th

e
 

m
ilitary

 S
electiv

e S
erv

ice 
A

ct or 
an

y
 ru

le o
r reg

u
la-

tio
n
 p

ro
m

u
lg

ated
 th

ereu
n
-

d
er, to 

reg
ister o

r reg
ister 

o
n
 tim

e
, to

 k
e
e
p
 th

e
 lo

c
a
l 

b
o
ard

 in
fo

rm
ed

 o
f h

is cu
r-

ren
t ad

d
ress, to

 
report 

fo
r 

o
r su

b
m

it to
 p

rein
d
u
ctio

n
 o

r 
induction 

ex
am

in
atio

n
, to

 
re

p
o
rt fo

r o
r su

b
m

it to
 in

-
d
u
ctio

n
 itself, o

r to
 rep

o
rt 

fo
r o

r su
b
m

it to
, o

r c
o
m

-
p
lete serv

ice u
n
d
er S

ectio
n
 

6 (J) o
f su

ch
 act d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
p

erio
d

 fro
m

 A
ug. 4, 1964, to 

M
arch

 2
8
, 1

9
7
3
, in

clu
siv

e, 
and w

ho 
h
a
s n

o
t b

e
e
n
 

ad-
judged g

u
ilty

 in
 a

 tria
l fo

r 
su

c
h
 o

ffe
n
se

, w
ill b

e
 re

-
lie

v
e
d
 o

f p
ro

se
c
u
tio

n
 a

n
d
 

p
u
n
ish

m
en

t fo
r su

ch
 o

ffen
se 

if h
e: 

(I) P
resents 

h
im

self to
 a 

U
n
ited

 S
tates atto

rn
ey

 b
e-

fore Jan. 31, 1975, 
(II) 

E
x

ecu
tes 

an 
agree-

m
en

t ack
n
o
w

led
g
in

g
 h

is al-
le

g
ia

n
c
e
 to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates an

d
 p

led
g
in

g
 to

 ful-
fill a

 p
e
rio

d
 o

f a
lte

rn
a
te

 
service 

u
n
d
er th

e au
sp

ices 
o
f th

e d
irecto

r o
f S

electiv
e 

S
ervice, and 

(III) 
S

atisfacto
rily

 co
m

-
pletes such service. 

T
h
e altern

ate service sh
all 

p
ro

m
o
te th

e n
atio

n
al health, 

safety, o
r in

terest. N
o
 d

raft 
ev

ad
er w

ill 
b

e 
g
iv

en
 th

e 
privilege of com

pleting a pe-
rio

d
 o

f altern
ate serv

ice by 
service in the arm

ed
 fo

rces. 
H

o
w

e
v

e
r, th

is p
ro

g
ra

m
 

w
ill not apply to an

 in
d
iv

id
-

u
al w

h
o
 is p

reclu
d
ed

 fro
m

 
re

-e
n
te

rin
g

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates u

n
d
er 8

 U
.S

.C
. 1

1
8
2
 

(A
) (2

2
) o

r o
th

er law
. A

ddi-
tio

n
ally

, if in
d

iv
id

u
als eli-

g
ib

le fo
r th

is p
ro

g
ram

 h
av

e 
o
th

er crim
in

al ch
arg

es o
u
t-

stan
d

in
g

 their 
p
articip

atio
n
 

in
 th

e program
 m

ay
 b

e co
n
-

d
itio

n
ed

 u
p
o
n
, o

r p
o
stp

o
n
ed

 
u
n

til after, fin
al d

isp
o

sitio
n

 
o
f th

e
 o

th
e
r c

h
a
rg

e
s h

a
s 

b
een

 reach
ed

 in
 acco

rd
an

ce 
w

ith law
. 

T
h
e p

erio
d
 o

f serv
ice sh

all 
b
e 24 m

onths, w
hich m

ay b
e 

reduced 
b
y
 th

e
 

A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

en
eral b

ecau
se o

f m
itig

at-
in

g
 circu

m
stan

ces. 
2. 

M
ilitary D

eserters—
A

 
m

em
b
er o

f th
e arm

ed
 fo

rces 
w

ho 
h
as b

een
 ad

m
in

istra-
tively 

c
la

ssifie
d
 a

s a
 d

e
-

se
rte

r b
y
 re

a
so

n
 o

f u
n
a
u
-

th
o
rized

 ab
sen

ce an
d
 w

h
o
se 

absence co
m

m
en

ced
 d

u
rin

g
 

the period from
 A

ug. 4, 1964, 
to M

arch 28, 1973, inclusive, 
w

ill b
e reliev

ed
 o

f p
ro

se 2
u
-

tio
n
 an

d
 p

u
n
ish

m
en

t u
n
d
er 

A
rticles 8

5
, 8

6
 an

d
 8

7
 o

f th
e 

U
niform

 
C

o
d
e o

f M
ilitary

 
Ju

stice fo
r su

ch
 ab

sen
ce an

d
 

fo
r o

ffen
ses d

irectly
 related

 
th

e
re

to
 if b

e
fo

re
 Ja

n
. 3

1
, 

1
9
7
5
, h

e tak
es an

 o
ath

 of al-
le

g
ia

n
c
e
 to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates 

a
n
d
 e

x
e
c
u
te

s a
n
 

a
g
re

e
m

e
n
t w

ith
 th

e
 se

c
re

-
tary

 o
f th

e m
ilitary

 d
ep

art-
m

e
n
t fro

m
 w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 a

b
-

sen
ted

 h
im

self o
r fo

r m
em

-
b
ers 

o
f th

e C
o
ast G

u
ard

, 
w

ith
 th

e secretary o
f tran

s-
p
o
rtatio

n
, pledging to fu

lfill 
a period o

f altern
ate serv

ice  

u
n
d
er th

e auspices o
f th

e d
i-

recto
r o

f S
electiv

e S
erv

ice. 
T

h
e altern

ate serv
ice sh

all 
prom

ote th
e n

atio
n
al h

ealth
, 

safety
, o

r in
terest. 

T
h
e p

erio
d
 o

f serv
ice sh

all 
be 24 m

onths, w
hich m

ay be 
reduced b

y
 th

e secretary
 o

f 
th

e ap
p
ro

p
riate m

ilitary
 d

e-
p
a
rtm

e
n
t, o

r se
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f 

tran
sp

o
rtatio

n
 fo

r m
em

b
ers 

o
f th

e C
o
ast G

u
ard

, b
ecau

se 
o
f m

itig
atin

g
 circu

m
stan

ces. 
H

o
w

ev
er, if a m

em
b
er o

f 
th

e arm
ed

 fo
rces h

as ad
d

i-
tio

n
al o

u
tstan

d
in

g
 ch

arg
es 

p
en

d
in

g
 ag

ain
st h

im
 u

n
d
er 

th
e U

n
ifo

rm
 C

o
d

e o
f M

ili-
tary

 
Justice, 

h
is 

eligibility 
to

 p
a
rtic

ip
a
te

 in
 th

is p
ro

-
g

ra
m

 m
a
y

 b
e
 c

o
n

d
itio

n
e
d

 
u
p
o
n
, o

r p
o
stp

o
n
ed

 u
n
til af-

ter, fin
al d

isp
o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e 

ad
d
itio

n
al ch

arg
es h

as b
een

 
reach

ed
 in

 acco
rd

an
ce w

ith
 

law
. 

E
a
c
h
 m

e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 

arm
ed

 fo
rces w

h
o
 elects to

 
seek

 relief th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e pro-
gram

 w
ill receiv

e an
 u

n
d
e-

sira
b
le

 d
isc

h
a
rg

e
. T

h
e
re

-
after, upon satisfactory com

-
p
letio

n
 o

f a period o
f alter 

n
ate serv

ice 
prescribed 

by 
th

e m
ilitary

 d
ep

artm
en

t o
r 

D
ep

artm
en

t o
f T

ran
sp

o
rta. 

tio
n
, su

ch
 in

d
iv

id
u
al w

ill b
e 

en
titled

 to
 receiv

e, in
 lieu

 o
f 

h
is u

n
d
esirab

le d
isch

arg
e, a 

clem
en

cy
 d

isch
arg

e 
in

 rec-
ognition o

f h
is fu

lfillm
en

t o
f 

the req
u
irem

en
ts o

f th
e p

ro
-

g
ram

. S
u
ch

 clem
en

cy
 d

is-
ch

arg
e sh

all n
o
t b

esto
w

 en
ti-

tlem
en

t to
 b

en
efits ad

m
in

i s-
te

re
d
 b

y
 th

e
 V

e
te

ra
n
s 

A
d-

m
inistration. 
P

ro
ced

u
res o

f th
e m

ilitary
 

d
ep

artm
en

ts im
p
lem

en
tin

g
 

th
is p

ro
clam

atio
n

 w
ill b

e in
 

acco
rd

an
ce w

ith
 g

u
id

elin
es 

estab
lish

ed
 b

y
 the secretary

 
o

f d
efen

se, p
resen

t m
ilitary

 
d

ep
artm

en
t reg

u
latio

n
s n

o
t-

w
ithstanding. 
3. 

P
resid

en
tial 

C
lem

ency  

B
oard—

B
y executive order I 

h
av

e th
is d

ate estab
lish

ed
 a 

presidential C
lem

ency B
oard 

w
h
ic

h
 w

ill re
v
ie

w
 th

e
 

reco
rd

s o
f in

d
iv

id
u

als w
ith

-
in

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 categ

o
ries: 

(I) 
th

o
se

 w
h

o
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 
co

n
v

icted
 o

f d
raft ev

asio
n

 
o

ffen
ses as d

escrib
ed

 ab
o

v
e, 

(II) 
th

o
se

 w
h
o
 h

a
v
e
 re

-
c
e
iv

e
d
 a

 p
u
n
itiv

e
 o

r u
n
-

d
e
sira

b
le

 d
isc

h
a
rg

e
 fro

m
 

serv
ice in

 th
e arm

ed
 fo

rces 
fo

r h
av

in
g
 v

io
lated

 A
rticle 

8
5
, 8

6
 o

r 8
7
 o

f th
e U

n
ifo

rm
 

C
o
d
e o

f M
ilitary

 Ju
stice b

e-
tw

e
e
n
 A

u
g
. 4

, 1
9
6
4
, a

n
d
 

M
arch

 2
8
, 1

9
7
3
, o

r are serv
-

in
g
 se

n
te

n
c
e
s o

f c
o
n
fin

e
-

m
e
n
t fo

r su
c
h
 v

io
la

tio
n
s. 

W
h
e
re

 a
p
p
ro

p
ria

te
, th

e
 

b
o
ard

 m
ay

 reco
m

m
en

d
 th

at 
c
le

m
e
n
c
y
 b

e
 c

o
n
d
itio

n
e
d
 

u
p
o
n
 co

m
p
letio

n
 o

f a p
erio

d
 

o
f altern

ate serv
ice. H

o
w

-
ev

er, if an
y
 clem

en
cy

 d
is-

ch
arg

e 
is 

recom
m

ended, 
su

ch
 d

isch
arg

e sh
all n

o
t b

e-
- sto

w
 en

titlem
en

t to
 b

en
efits 

ad
m

in
istered

 
by- the 

V
eter-

an
s A

d
m

in
istratio

n
. 

4. 
A

lternate S
ervice —

 In 
p
rescrib

in
g
 the len

g
th

 o
f al-

tern
ate serv

ice in
 in

d
iv

id
u
al 

cases, th
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral, 

th
e secretary

 o
f th

e ap
p
ro

-
p

ria
te

 d
e
p

a
rtm

e
n

t, o
r th

e
 

C
lem

en
cy

 B
o
ard

 sh
all tak

e 
in

to
 acco

u
n
t su

ch
 h

o
n
o
rab

le 
service as an

 in
d

iv
id

u
al m

ay
 

h
av

e ren
d
ered

 p
rio

r to
 h

is. 
ab

sen
ce, p

en
alties alread

y
 

p
a
id

 u
n

d
e
r la

w
, a

n
d

 su
c
h

 
o

th
er m

itig
atin

g
 facto

rs as 
m

ay
 b

e ap
p

ro
p

riate to
 seek

 
e
q

u
ity

 a
m

o
n

g
 th

o
se

 w
h

o
 

p
articip

ate in
 th

is p
ro

g
ram

. 
In

 w
itn

ess w
h
ereo

f I h
av

e 
h
e
re

u
n
to

 se
t m

y
 h

a
n
d
 th

is 
six

teen
th

 d
ay

 o
f S

ep
tem

b
er 

in
 th

e
 y

e
a
r o

f o
u
r 

L
ord 

N
in

eteen
 H

u
n
d
red

 S
ev

en
ty

-
F

o
u
r, an

d
 o

f th
e in

d
ep

en
d
-

en
ce o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates o

f 
A

m
erica th

e O
n
e H

u
n
d
red

 
and N

inety-N
inth. 


