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A Promise to the OAS
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Ford's Position on Cuba

Washington

President Ford pledged
yesterday that the United
States would act in concert
with the rest of the hemi-
spheric alliance in making
any move to improve rela-
tions with Cuba.

In his Administration’s
first policy statement on
Cuba, Mr. Ford responded
cautiously at his news con-
ference to a newsman’s
question, asserting that
Washington’s approach
“was determined by the
sanctions voted by the Or-
ganization of American
States and we abide by those
actions that were taken by
the members of that organi-
zation.”

In 1964, at the urging of
the United States, the rest of
the OAS members except
Mexico voted to ban all
trade and to break diplomat-
ic relations with Fidel Cas-
tro’s Communist govern-
ment,

Buf moves are now under
way in the QAS to lift the
embargo. Mr. Ford seemed
to leave open the possibility
that if a majority of the or-

ganization altered its policy,
the United States mlght not
object. He said that it isup
to Cuba to change its policy
first, but he was not spe-
cifie. .
“Now, if Cuba changes its
policy toward wus and toward
its Latin neighbors, we, of
course, would exercise the
option depending on what
the changes were to change
our policy,” Mr. Ford said.

“But before we made any
change we would certainly
act in concert with the other
members of the organization
of American - states,” the
President added.

State Deparbment officials
said that in recent weeks
Castro has moderated his
comments about the United

States, apparently aware of

the posmblhty of changes

within the OAS toward

Cuba.

Mr. Ford’s comments on

Cuban relations were eager-
ly awaited by the diplomatic
community here. Observers
thought that he might be
more flexible than former
President Nixon on
question since he lacks Mr.

this

Nixon’s -strong tles fo the
Florida Cuban community,
which is regarded as op-
posed to any change in the
relationship.

On other* foreign policy
questions raised at his news
conference, Mr. Ford
stressed the importance his
Administration attaches to
finding a Middle East settle-
ment and its desire to re-
sume talks on limitation of
strategic arms.

On strategic arms, Mr.
Ford said he expects a deci-
sion soon on differences in
the Administration of the po-
sition for forthcoming nego-
tiations with the Soviet
Urion.

.“I don’t think there’s any
basic d1ff1cult1es that cannot
be resolved internally with-
in our .government,” the
President said, no’um0 that
Secretary of State Henry

Kissinger would be discuss--

ing arms matters during a
trlp to Moscow in October.

I .think aproperly negoti-
ated, effective strategic
arms limitation agreement

is in the bestinterest of our-

selves, the Soviet Union and

a stable mtematwnal situa-
tion,” he said.

" Asked -about ‘the contro-
versial Pentagon request to
enlarge American facilities
on the British island of Die-
go 'Garcia in the Indian
Ocean, Mr. Ford -said he
supports the move because
the Soviet Union already has
“three major naval operat-

ing bases” in the Indian
Ocean. o :
Mr.  Ford's statement

about Soviet bases was in
conflict with the testimony
given fo the Senate Armed

-Services Commiitee by Wil-

liam E. Colby, director of
the Central Intelligence

“Agency, last month. Colby
- said the Russians had only
“limited facilities” in ‘the In-

dian Ocean that acted as a
constraint on their building
up a -major’ foree in the
area. ’
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