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@ The Communist party
senewspaper Pravda yester-
w day made an optimistic as-
exsessment  of  President
amLoord’s first two weeks in of-
o fice, suggesting that initig]
wervousness over Richard
=M. Nixon’s sudden depar-
wnUre was rapidly being as-
wsuaged. _ ‘
= In a dig at his predeces-
ws0r, Pravda noted that Mr.

=Ford is hard at work to
=solve the problem of infla-
=tioh, which, it reported, had
reached “‘catastrophic pro-
.‘:?)ortions” under Mr. Nixon.

Zi It was the first such direct, |
scriticism of Mr. Nixon to ap-
=bear recently in the Soviet
=press. While there has been
210 hesitancy about focusing
=on American problems, the
=Boviet press has been care-
“tul not to link the former

Tesident with them by

name. ' '
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