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regards to a running mate is 
u p to him," Rockefeller 
said, adding that . Mr. Ford 
"talked about himself not 
about me." 

Rockefeller, who was va-
cationing at Seal Harbor, 
Me., was asked Monday 
night to come to the White 
House yesterday by Alexan-
der M. Haig Jr., the Presi--  
dent's chief of staff. 

He arrived only about 20 
minutes before he was intro-
duced yesterday, and appar-
ently was not told he was 
the choice until he met face 
to face with the President in 
a sitting room off the Oval" 
Office. 

Appearing slightly nerv-
ous, Rockefeller told the 
President: 

"You . . . through your,   
• dedication an d openness, 
have already reawakened 
faith and hope, and under 
your leadership we the peo-
ple and we as a nation have 
the will and determination 
and the capabilities to over-
come the hard realities of 
our time." 

"I'm optimistic about the 
long-term future." 

White House officals said 
it is still undetermined what 
role the President expects 
Rockefeller to play in the 
administration, 

Rockefeller a ss o ciat es 
said, however, that he would 
like to involve himself in for-
eign affairs. 

"This is considered'a like-
ly possibility because Rocke-
feller briefly served Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower 
as a national security advis-
er and is a longtime friend 
of Secretary of State. Henry 
A. Kissinger. P r es i d ent 
Ford, on the other hand, is 
far more experienced in do-
mestic matters than in for-
eign relations. 

At a brief news conference 
' following the announcement, 
Rockefeller made it clear he 
understands the vice presi-
dent is whatever the Presi-
dent wants him to be. 

Asked what part he ex-
pects to play, he said, "The 
role of a vice president total-
ly depends on the President. 
If the President wants to use 
him, wonderful. • I f he 
doesn't. fine." 

Rockefeller, w h o has 
made three bids for the 
Presidency, turned down 
vice presidential overtures 

More Rockefeller 
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twice—from Ric hard M. 
Nixon in 1960 and from a 
Democrat. Hubert H. Hum: 
phrey, in 1968. 
. He said he had accepted 
the job this time because of 
the serious problems con-
fronting the country and be-
cause their solution "i s 
going to involve and require 
all the people of this coun-
try, their dedication to the 
common interests." 

Rockefeller resigned the 
governorship of New York 
last December after serving 
for .15 years. Since then 
there had been a widespread 
prestimptiOn he would make 
another bid for the Republi-
can presidential nomination 
in 1976. 

He brushed aside ques-
tions about. his own political 
ambitions yesterday. 

Preparations for congres-
sional confirmation hearings 
began, almost immediately 
after the announcement. The 
Senate Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee asked the 
FBI for a full investigation 
and ordered the Library of 
Congress to submit a com-
plete Rockefeller file. 

Senator Howard W. Can-
non (Dem-Nev.), the com-
mittee chairman, said Rock-
efeller will be asked to sup-
ply his personal income tax 
returns as Mr. Ford did 
when his confirmation was 
before Congress last fall. 

Presidential Co u n s elor 
Robert T. Hartmann said 
Mr. Ford began his selection 
process by listing all the 
names 'submitted by each of 
the various groups he had 
asked for recommendations. 

It was a way, Hartmann 
said, of determining which 
candidates had the broadest 
support and how they would 
be received by Congress. 

Rockefeller was said to 
have ranked high in the 
nominations from each of 
the groups. though there 
were minor efforts by con-
servatives to head him off 
early in Mr. Ford's consid-
eration ,process. 

Friday, t h e President 
asked FBI Director Clar-
ence M. Kelly for a check on 
three persons to see whether 
there was negative informa- 

tion in the bureau's files, 
Hartmann said. 

At the time, about half a• 
dozen persons were still in 
contention, but the FBI was 
asked to check only the 
three who did not hold elec-
tive office.. 

M o n d- a y, 	presidential 
counselor Philip A. Buchen 
discussed five or six persons 
with Watergate prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski to see wheth-
er the prosectuor's office 
had uncovered derogatory 
information. 

Of those under considera-
tion throughout, the Presi-
dent is known to have dis-
cussed the Vice Presidency 
only with Rockefeller, Hart-
mann said. 

Mr. Ford called Rockefel-
ler Saturday amid-  reports 
that the White 'House had 
been given a. tip that Rocke-
feller might have financed 
efforts to disrupt the Demo-
cratic National Convention 
in 1972. 

Investigators searched out 
a safe .deposit box in Pulas-
ki. Va., which an informant 
said might, contain copies of 
papers once in the posses-
sion of Watergate conspira-
tor E. Howard Hunt, which 
might contain derrogatory 
information about Rockefel-
ler. 

Investigators found no pa-
pers, Jaworski declared the 
matter closed, and a White 
House official labeled the in-
cident a right-wing attempt 
to smear Rockefeller. 

In the midst of the epi-
sode, Mr. Ford called Rock-
efeller to discuss it, but also 
asked him questions about 
the vice presidency. 

Hartmann said he now as-
sumes the President got an 
indication from Rockefeller 
during that conversation 
that t h e former overnor 
would accept the nomination 
if it was offered. 

Mr. Ford first revealed his 
decision less than two hours 
before Rockefeller arrived 
at the White House. 

He held an early morning 
meeting with congressional 
leaders and discussed the 
economy for about an hour 
before telling them toward 
the close of the meeting that 
he would nominate Rockefel-
ler. 

The leaders remained in 
the White House until after 
the announcement. 
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