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To Hard Line on Amnesty Press Clob Ney

Chicago

" The national commander

" of the Veterans of Foreign
‘Wars said yesterday the
group’s 1.8 million members
remain opposed to any type
of amnesty for those who re-
fused to serve in the Viet-
nam war.

Commander Ray Soden

‘said the VFW may find itself

“at odds” with President
Ford on the issue if he calls
for conditional amnesty. So-
den was interviewed ‘after
Mr. Ford told the VFW con-
vention he is prepared to
consider conditional amnes-

ty.

A Deserter in Canada
Blasts Ford Proposal

@
Toronto

A San Mateo man who
deserted the U.S. Army in
1968 said yesterday that
President Ford's proposal of

- conditional amnesty was
-“‘totally unacceptable.”

. mmww% Condon, 27, has
. “lived in exile in méw%s and
. Canada since he went over
.. the hill in 1968.

He currently is managing
editor of Amex, a Bmmmﬁso
for American mxnmm in Can-
ada. Their numbers are esti-
mated at between 20,000 and
25,000.

In a telephone interview,
- Condon said,

“Ford’s sug-
gestion is totally unaccept-
able. Basically he has re-
jected the concept of am-
nesty and wants to extract
one more pound of flesh
from those who rejected an
illegal and immoral war.
“It’s a pretty tough thing
to ask people who have al-
ready had their lives so dis-
rupted to . . . delay it for a
couple more years (while
doing alternative service)
before starting their life’s
work,”
United Press
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“I think we would ask for
congressional hearings on
this,”” Soden said. “Our posi-
tion is based on the fact that
the law has been broken,
and if they want to come
back, let them face the judi-
cial system of this country.”

Soden said he thinks am-
nesty for draft evaders will
be tied to the question of
amnesty for former Presi-
dent Richard Nixon if the is-
sue comes before Congress,

“and he repeated the VFW’s

opposition to amnesty for
the former president.

“I think there can be no
difference in our system for
bugging in or bugging out,”
he said.

In Miami. Beach, the
American Legion said it is
opposed o blanket amnesty
or executive clemency.

Legion national command-
er Robert E. L. Eaton said
amnesty is a matter for the
courts, not the President or
Congress.

“He (Mr. Ford) can’t pass
a law to give somebody for-
giveness for something he
did when he  violated the
law. That’s the court’s prob-

Ford *o Join

Washington

President Ford has applied
for associate membership in
the National Press Club to
further his aim of improving
White House relations with
the press, club sources said
yesterday.

Ford’s application, dated
August 13, was forwarded
for consideration by the next
meeting of the membership
committee.
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lem, and amnesty has to be
in the form of clemency
from the executive branch,”
Faton said.

In Hollywood, Fla., the na-
tional commander of the
250,000 - member Amvets or-
ganization of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam veterans
said he favors allowing the
courts to decide on amnesty.
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President Ford told re-
porters aboard Air Force
One returning to the White
House yesterday why he had
decided to propose a condi-
tional amnesty for draft re-
sisters in a speech to the
Veterans of Foreign Wars in
Chicago.

Mr. Ford said that “five
or six people‘in the Cabinet,
in my staff, and others said
to me last week at some
point, “We thave to do some-
thing about this.’

“The more I thought of it,
the more I thought that the
right audience would be an
audience that might be diffi-
cult rather than some :m:a.
picked audience.

“It’s better to talk to peo-
ple who have some under-
standing. It would have been
a little cowardice, I think, if
I'd picked an audience that
was ecstatic.”

“You can’t. talk about

ws at VFW C
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healing unless you are going
touse it in the broadest con-
text,” Mr. Ford said. Asked
whether he is going to pro-
pose some sort of alterna-
tive service, he said, “I'm
not going beyond the lan-
guage that I used — ‘work
their way back’ — earned
return. The details of that
will have to be reflected in
what Attorney General Bill
Saxbe and Defense Secre-
tary Jim Schlesinger work
out.”

Mr. Ford told reporters
that he Sosz the VE'W au-
dience was ‘‘very under-
standing” when he proposed
some kind of  leniency to-
ward Vietnam war draft
dodgers.

“We carefully chose our

Amnesty
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words,” -he said. ‘““They were -

very respectful. I was a lit-
tle apprehensive that the
worst would happen, but
they were very nice.”

Of his decision to propose

onvention

a limited amnesty, the Pres-
ident said, ““I told three of
our children last night that I
was thinking of it, and their
reaction was favorable. I
didn’t tell them I was going
to doit.”

The President also re-
vealed he has decided to
change the name of his
plane to Air Force One. For-
mer President Nixon, who
used the same jet, umEmm it
Spirit of ’76. ‘
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