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T
he national com

m
ander 

- o
f th

e V
eteran

s o
f F

o
reig

n
 

W
ars said

 y
esterd

ay
 th

e 
group's 1.8 m

illion m
em

bers 
rem

ain opposed to any type 
of am

nesty for T
hose w

ho re-
fu

sed
 to

 serv
e in

 th
e V

iet-
n

am
 w

ar. 

T
oronto 

A
 S

an
 M

ateo
 m

an
 w

h
o

 
d
eserted

 th
e U

.S
. A

rm
y
 in

 
1
9
6
8
 said

 y
esterd

ay
 th

at 
P

resident F
ord's proposal of 

co
n
d
itio

n
al am

n
esty

 w
 a s 

"totally unacceptable." 

G
 e r r y C

ondon, 27, has  
lived in exile in S

w
eden and 

C
an

ad
a sin

ce h
e w

en
t o

v
er 

. the hill in 1968. 
H

e currently is m
anaging 

editor of A
m

ex, a m
agazine 

for A
m

erican exiles in C
an-

ada. T
heir num

bers are esti-
m

ated at betw
een 20,000 and 

25,000. 

C
om

m
ander R

 a y S
oden 

said the V
F

W
 m

ay find itself 
"at o

d
d
s" w

ith
 P

resid
en

t 
F

ord on the issue if he calls 
for conditional am

nesty. S
o-

d
en

 w
as in

terv
iew

ed
 'after 

M
r. F

ord told the V
F

W
 con-

v
en

tio
n
 h

e is p
rep

ared
 to

 
consider conditional am

nes-
ty. In a telephone interview

, 
C

o
n
d
o
n
 said

, "F
o
rd

's su
g
-

g
estio

n
 is to

tally
 u

n
accep

t-
ab

le. B
asically

 h
e h

as re-
jected

 th
e co

n
cep

t o
f am

-
n
esty

 an
d

 w
an

ts to
 ex

tract 
o
n

e m
o

re p
o

u
n

d
 o

f flesh
 

from
 those w

ho rejected an 
illegal and im

m
oral w

ar. 
"It's a p

retty
 to

u
g
h
 th

in
g
 

to
 ask

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 h
av

e al-
ready had their lives so dis-
ru

p
ted

 to
 . . . d

elay
 it fo

r a 
co

u
p
le m

o
re y

ears (w
h
ile 

d
o

in
g

 altern
ativ

e serv
ice) 

b
efo

re startin
g
 th

eir life's 
w

ork." 
U

nited P
ress 

"I think w
e w

ould ask for 
co

n
g
ressio

n
al h

earin
g

s o
n
 

this," S
oden said. "O

ur posi-
tion is based on the fact that 
th

e law
 h

as b
een

 b
ro

k
en

, 
an

d
 if th

ey
 w

an
t to

 co
m

e 
back, let them

 face the judi-
cial system

 of this country." 
S

oden said he thinks am
-

nesty for draft evaders w
ill 

b
e tied

 to
 th

e q
u

estio
n

 o
f 

am
n
esty

 fo
r fo

rm
er P

resi-
dent R

ichard N
ixon if the is-

sue com
es before C

ongress, 
and he repeated the V

F
W

's 
o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 am
n
esty

 fo
r 

the form
er president. 

"I th
in

k
 th

ere can
 b

e n
o
 

difference in our system
 for 

bugging in or bugging out," 
he said. 

I n
 M

iam
i , B

each
, th

e 
A

m
erican

 L
eg

io
n
 said

 it is 
opposed to blanket am

nesty 
or executive clem

ency. 
L

egion national com
m

and-
er R

o
b

ert E
. L

. E
ato

n
 said

 
am

nesty is a m
atter for the 

courts, not the P
resident or 

C
ongress. 
"H

e (M
r. F

ord) can't pass 
a law

 to give som
ebody for-

g
iv

en
ess fo

r so
m

eth
in

g
 h

e 
d
id

 w
h

en
 h

e v
io

lated
 th

e 
law

. T
hat's the court's prob- 

P
resident F

ord has applied 
for associate m

em
bership in 

th
e N

atio
n
al P

ress C
lu

b
 to

 
further his aim

 of im
proving 

W
hite H

ouse relations w
ith 

the press, club sources said 
yesterday. 

F
o

rd
's ap

p
licatio

n
, d

ated
 

A
u
g
u
st 1

3
, w

as fo
rw

ard
ed

 
for consideration by the next 
m

eeting of the m
em

bership 
com

m
ittee. 

U
nited P

ress 

lem
, and am

nesty has to be 
in

 th
e fo

rm
 o

f clem
en

cy
 

from
 the executive branch," 

E
aton said. 
In H

ollyw
ood, F

la., the na-
tio

n
al • co

m
m

an
d
er o

f th
e 

250,000 - m
em

ber A
m

vets or-
ganization of W

orld W
ar II, 

K
orea and V

ietnam
 veterans 

said he favors allow
ing the 

courts to decide on am
nesty. 

U
nited P

ress 

W
ashington.  

P
resid

en
t F

o
rd

 to
ld

 re-
p

o
rters ab

o
ard

 A
ir F

o
rce 

O
ne returning to the W

hite 
H

ouse yesterday w
hy he had 

decided to propose a condi-
tional am

nesty for draft re-
sisters in

 a sp
eech

 
to the 

V
eterans of F

oreign W
ars in 

C
hicago. 
M

r. F
o
rd

 said
 th

at "fiv
e 

or six people'in the C
abinet, 

in m
y staff, and others said 

to
 m

e last w
eek

 at so
m

e 
point, "W

e have to do som
e-

thing about this.' 
"T

he m
ore I thought of it. 

the m
ore I thought that the 

right audience w
ould be an 

audience that m
ight be diffi-

cult rather than som
e hand-

picked audience. 
"It's better to talk to peo-

p
le w

h
o
 h

av
e so

m
e u

n
d
er-

standing. It w
ould have been 

a little cow
ardice, I think, if 

I'd picked an audience that 
w

as ecstatic." 
"Y

 o
 u

 can
't talk

 ab
o

u
t  

healing unless you are going 
to use it in the broadest con-
tex

t," M
r. F

o
rd

 said. A
sked 

w
hether he is going to pro-

p
o

se so
m

e so
rt o

f altern
a-

tiv
e serv

ice, h
e said

, "I'm
 

n
o

t g
o

in
g

 b
ey

o
n

d
 th

e lan
-

guage that I used —
 'w

ork 
th

eir w
ay

 b
ack

' —
 earn

ed
 

retu
rn

. T
h
e d

etails o
f th

at 
w

ill have to be reflected in 
w

hat A
ttorney G

eneral B
ill 

S
ax

b
e an

d
 D

efen
se S

ecre-
tary

 Jim
 S

ch
lesin

g
er w

o
rk

 
out." 

M
r. F

o
rd

 to
ld

 rep
o
rters 

that he thought the V
F

W
 au-

d
ien

ce w
as "v

ery
 u

n
d
er-

standing" w
hen he proposed 

so
m

e k
in

d
 o

f len
ien

cy
 to

-
w

ard
 V

ietn
am

 w
ar d

raft 
dodgers. 

"W
e carefu

lly
 ch

o
se o

u
r 

w
ords," he said. "T

hey w
ere 

very respectful. I w
as a lit-

tle ap
p

reh
en

siv
e th

at th
e 

w
o
rst w

o
u
ld

 h
ap

p
en

, b
u
t 

they w
ere very nice." 

O
f his decision to propose  

a lim
ited

 am
nesty, the P

res-
id

en
t said

, "I to
ld

 th
ree o

f 
our children last night that I 
w

as thinking of it, and their 
reactio

n
 w

as fav
o
rab

le. I 
didn't tell them

 I w
as going 

to do it." 
T

h
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t a

lso
 re

-
v
ealed

 h
e h

as d
ecid

ed
 to

 
c
h
a
n
g
e
 th

e
 n

a
m

e
 o

f h
is 

plane to A
ir F

orce O
ne. F

or-
m

er P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
, w

h
o
 

used the sam
e jet, nam

ed it 
S

pirit of '76. W
ashington P

ost 

A
 D

eserter in C
anada 

B
lasts F

ord P
roposal 


