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a
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N
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o
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lo
v
n
l 

lits9kingioncon 
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•
 a

ir
 in

a
u
g
u
r
a
l 

naugural 
tyir s n

o
t a S

tate 
`; 

I V
 

o
m

essag
e. 

lt R
alm

nirm
arer than any-

iintigstilseps to being "just a 
latlb}e

orassfight 
talk

 am
o
n
g
 

w
h
ich

 w
as h

o
w

 
P

resid
en

t° F
o

rd
 d

escrib
ed

 
tfio

 rem
arg

s h
e m

ad
e after 

in last F
riday. 

T
h
e frien

d
s to

 w
h
o
m

 h
e 

ddressed his rem
arks yes-

4 
d
ay

 e v
 e-

i n
 g

 w
ere 

fends 	
i n- 

e e d. T
hey 

ere th
e as-

m
bled 

em
bers o f 

e U
.S

. S
enate and H

ouse of 
ep

resen
tativ

es, a b
o
d
y
 in

 
h
ick

 M
r. F

o
rd

 serv
ed

 fo
r 

y
e
a
rs a

n
d

 w
h

e
re

 h
 e

 
aim

s not of have a "single 
nem

y." 
T

hy interrupted him
 w

ith 
pp 
	 32 tim

es, and they 
ro

b
a
b
ly

 w
o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 

eered if he had read them
 

page from
 the telephone 

o
o
k

. T
h

ey
 w

ere th
at an

x
- 

ious to show
 their approval 

o
f h

im
 an

d
 th

eir h
o
p
es fo

r 
his adm

inistration. 
T

he speech, how
ever, w

as 
not all that m

uch of a depar-
tu

re fro
m

 th
e p

o
licies an

d
 

p
lan

s o
 f h

is d
iscred

ited
 

predecessor. 
W

h
en

 M
r. F

o
rd

 started
 

listin
g

 th
e leg

islatio
n

 h
 e 

w
an

ted
, h

e so
u
n
d

ed
 v

ery
 

m
uch like R

ichard M
. N

ixon 
in his S

tate of the U
nion ad-

dress last January 30. 
T

hey both talked about in-
flation, energy, health care, 
ed

u
catio

n
 a n

 d
, su

rp
risin

g
 

en
o
u
g
h
, "p

ro
tectin

g
 t h

 e 
rig

h
ts o

f p
erso

n
al p

riv
acy

 
fo

r ev
ery

 A
m

erican
" —

 to
 

use M
r. N

ixon's w
ords. 

M
r. F

ord el4cited an extra 
cheer and a half w

heni add-
ed, "T

here w
ill be no illegal 

tap
in

g
 s, eav

esd
ro

p
p
in

g
s, 

buggings or break-ins in M
y 

adm
inistration." 

T
h

e w
o
rd

 "M
y

" w
as u

n
-

derlined both in his text and 
in his delivery. 

A
m

o
n

g
 th

o
se w

h
o
 h

eard
 

these w
ords, w

hich im
plied 

a rebuke to M
r. N

ixon, w
ere 

M
r. N

ixon's daughter, Julie,  

and her husband, D
avid E

i-
senhow

er. T
hey w

ere in the 
audience. 

N
o
 d

o
u
b
t th

e leg
islativ

e 
priorities presented by M

r. 
N

ix
o

n
 an

d
 M

r. F
o

rd
 w

ere 
sim

ilar because the nation's 
problem

s rem
ain the sam

e, 
and the governm

ent has not 
dealt vigorously w

ith them
. 

M
o
st o

f th
e p

ro
g
ram

 M
r. 

N
ixon outlined in January is 

still languishing in C
ongress. 

T
here w

as a sim
ilarity not 

o
n
ly

 in
 th

e p
ro

g
ram

s o
u
t-

lined but also in the vague-
n

ess o
f th

e rem
ed

ies p
ro

p
-

sosed for the nation's N
o. 1 

problem
, inflation. 

M
r. F

o
rd

 w
as n

o
 m

o
re 

co
n

crete at n
ig

h
t th

an
 M

r. 
N

ixon w
as three w

eeks ago 
w

hen, in his last public ap-
p
earan

ce b
efo

re resig
n
in

g
 

fro
m

 o
ffice, h

e d
eliv

ered
 a 

te
le

v
ise

d
 a

d
d
re

ss o
n
 th

e
 

econom
y from

 L
os A

ngeles. 
M

r F
ord proposed to bal-

am
ce the federal budget, cuf 

governm
ent spending, reac-

tiv
ate th

e C
o

st o
f L

iv
in

g
 

C
ouncil to m

om
itor w

ages 
an

d
 p

rices n
d

 o
n

v
en

e an
 

eco
n
o
m

ic su
m

m
if m

eefin
g
 

w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t h
im

self  

presiding. 

It a
s
 o

f e
x
a
c
tly

 a
 

spine-tingling set of propos-
als. 

S
till, for all its lack of nov-

elty
 an

d
 su

b
stan

ce, M
 r. 

F
o
rd

's first ap
p
earan

ce b
e-

fore a joint session of C
on-

g
ress w

as o
b
v
io

u
sly

 h
eart-

w
arm

ing, both for the audi- 

ence and for the speaker. 
A

ll dow
n the aisle, enter-

in
g
 an

d
 leav

in
g
 th

e H
o
u
se 

ch
am

b
er, t h

 e P
resid

en
t 

p
au

sed
 to

 sh
ak

e h
an

d
s. H

e 
and H

ouse S
peaker C

arl A
l-

bert sw
apped congressional 

jokes. O
ld friends could be 

heard calling the new
 P

resi-
d
en

t "Jerry
." 

A
lthough M

r. F
ord could  

n
e
v

e
r e

a
rn

 a
 liv

in
g

 a
s a

 
standup com

edian, he m
an-

ag
ed

 to
 g

et fiv
e au

d
ib

le 
laughs out of his speec 	

 
T

h
e first o

n
e w

as w
h
en

 h
e 

said, "I don't w
ant a honey-

m
o
o
n
 w

ith
 y

o
u
. I w

an
t a 

good m
arriage." 

A
nd the speech m

ay be re-
m

em
bered as m

uch for that 
line as any. 
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