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C
h

ile S
en

ten
ces E

x-1 fficials to D
eath

 
S

A
N

T
IA

G
O

, C
hile, July 30 

(A
P

)—
A

n air force court m
ar-

tial condem
ned four persons to 

death by firing squad and sen-
ten

ced
 5

6
 o

th
ers to

 p
riso

n
 to

-
day after a tw

o-m
onth trial of 

persons seized after last year's 
coup against P

resident S
alva-

dor A
llende. 

T
he prisoners, air force per-

so
n
n
el an

d
 civ

ilian
s, w

ere 
tried on charges ranging from

 
possession of C

om
m

unist liter-
atu

re to
 h

ig
h
 treaso

n
. T

h
ree 

enlisted m
en w

ere acquitted. 
T

h
e trial h

ad
 attracted

 in
-

tern
atio

n
al atten

tio
n
, b

ecau
se 

supporters of the A
llende gov-

ernm
ent contended that m

any 
o
f th

e d
efen

d
an

ts w
ere b

ein
g
 

tried for things they had done 
as officials of a freely elected, 
constitutional 	

governm
ent. 

T
h
e ju

n
ta co

n
ten

d
s th

at th
e 

A
llende governm

ent w
as ille-

gal. 
L

eg
al o

b
serv

ers fro
m

 sev
-

eral nations attended the open 
sessions of the trial. 

T
he death sentences are sub-

ject to
 rev

iew
 b

y
 th

e m
ilitary

 
ju

n
ta th

at h
as co

n
tro

lled
 th

e 
country since A

llende's over-
th

ro
w

 an
d
 d

eath
 last S

ep
tem

-
b
er. N

o
 d

eath
 sen

ten
ces h

av
e 

b
een

 an
n
o
u
n
ced

 h
ere sin

ce 
m

id-January. F
iring squads ex-

ecu
ted

 at least 9
6
 p

erso
n
s in

 
th

e m
o
n
th

s im
m

ed
iately

 fo
l-

low
ing the coup. 

T
h
e p

riso
n
 term

s h
an

d
ed

 
d
o
w

n
 to

d
ay

 ran
g
ed

 fro
m

 3
0
0
 

days to life. 
A

m
ong those condem

ned to  

death w
as one oft he 10 civil-

ians on trial, C
arlos L

azo, for-
m

e
r p

re
sid

e
n
t o

f th
e
 sta

te
 

b
an

k
 an

d
 a m

em
b
er o

f A
l-

len
d
e's S

o
cialist P

arty
. T

h
e 

m
ilitary prosecutor had sought 

o
n
ly

 life im
p
riso

n
m

en
t fo

r 
L

azo
 o

n
 ch

arg
es o

f treaso
n
 

an
d
 esp

io
n
ag

e, b
u
t th

e six
-

officer court overruled him
. 

C
apt. P

atricio C
arbacho, one 

o
f six

 d
efen

d
an

ts fo
r w

h
o
m

 
the prosecutor had sought the 
d
eath

 p
en

alty
, receiv

ed
 life 

im
prisonem

ent. 
T

he others facing execution 
are fo

rm
er air fo

rce m
en

: E
r- 

n
esto

 G
alaz G

u
zm

an
, R

au
l 

V
erg

ara an
d
 B

erlim
in

 C
o
n
-

stanz'o. T
hey w

ere convicted of 
treaso

n
 an

d
 sed

itio
n
. B

efo
re 

th
ey

 w
ere strip

p
ed

 o
f th

eir 
rank G

alaz w
as a colonel, V

er-
gara a captain and C

onstanzo 
a sergeant. 

E
rich

 S
ch

n
ak

e, w
h
o
 w

as a 
senator and a leader of the S

o-
cialist P

arty, w
as sentenced to 

20 .y
ears in

 jail fo
r esp

io
n
ag

e 
and inciting a revolt. H

 
and inciting a revolt. H

is law
-

y
er said

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e trial th
at 

S
ch

n
ak

e w
as fo

rced
 to

 sig
n
 

confessions by being held in- 

com
m

unicado, "often w
ithout 

food, tied and w
ith a sack over 

his head." 
T

h
e co

u
rt m

artial, w
h
ich

 
w

as open to new
sm

en and in-
ternational legal observers, be-
g
an

 A
p
ril 1

7
 at th

e air fo
rce 

acad
em

y
 o

n
 th

e o
u
tsk

irts o
f 

S
an

tiag
o
. T

estim
o
n
y
 en

d
ed

 
d
u
rin

g
 th

e first w
eek

 o
f Ju

n
e 

an
d
 th

e o
fficers ad

jo
u
rn

ed
 to

 
consider the verdicts. 

T
he m

ilitary m
en w

ore civil-
ia

n
 c

lo
th

e
s w

h
e
n
 th

e
y
 a

p
-

p
eared

 b
efo

re th
e b

lu
e-u

n
i-

form
ed board of officers. 

T
he highest ranking officer  on trail w

as retired A
ir F

orce 
G

en. S
ergio P

roblete G
arces, 

w
ho w

as charged w
ith politi-

cal infiltration of the air force 
an

d
 sen

ten
ced

 to
 1

0
 y

ears in
 

jail. 
A

n
o
th

er d
efen

d
an

t, fo
rm

er 
A

ir F
orce G

en. A
lberto B

ache-
let, died during the trial. G

ov-
ernm

ent officials said he suf-
fe

re
d
 a

 h
e
a
rt a

tta
c
k
 in

 th
e
 

S
antiago jail. 
T

h
e m

ilitary
 ju

n
ta, h

ead
ed

 
by A

rm
y G

en. A
ugusto P

ino-
ch

et, w
ill d

eterm
in

e if th
e 

d
eath

 sen
ten

ces w
ill b

e car-
ried out. 


