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‘Leftist Propaganda Put

On Bonfires in Santiago

By Marlise Simons
Special to The Washington Post

SANTIAGO, Sept. 24 —
Chile’s new miliary govern-
ment is clearly determined to
purge “The cancer of Com-
munism,” from the nation, an«:l
every day brings new signs of
its farreaching and efficient
campaign,

Bookstores, schools and left-
ist party headquarters have al-
ready been “freed of extremist
literature,” and now the mili-
tary is meticulously combing
neighborhoods to stamp out
subversion in private homes.

This weekend for example it

~was the turn of the San Borje
! district of Santiago, a middle-
class neighborhood of several
square miles near the center
of town. .

Soldiers in jeeps mounted
with American-made anti-tank
guns cordoned off Santiago at
dawn this morning. Loud-
speakers ordered people to
stay inside their homes and to
offer no resistance.

Shortly thereafter, some 3,-
000 soldiers moved into homes
and apartment buildings. They
broke the doors wherever
they could not enter.

They searched for hiding
“extremists,” arms and “sub-
versive” propaganda. Eyewit-
nesses said that the military
arrested several dozen civil-
ians earlier in the morning.

For the rest of the day, in-|

habitants of the neighhorhood
watched the spectacle of sol-
diers throwing books, newspa-
pers-and magazines out of the

U.S. Recognizes
Chilean Junta

The United.States has rec-
ognizeéd the new government
of Chile, a State Depart-
ment spokesman said yester-
day.

“The U.S. embassy in San-
tiago has advised the gov- .
ernment of:Chile of our in:
tention to continue diplo-
matie relations with Chile,
said department spokesman
Paul Hag'e £

Washington ha
that it wanted:to:be 'nelther
the first nor the last to ree-
ognize the Junta .

The u.s. statement fol-

' try. Chxle said that about 20
natlons ‘have recognized the
govennment of the junta, jn--
clud;ngvPanama Ham Ven-
eztiela’ and: South - Korea. A
number of . Communist na-
tions, 1nclud1ng the Soviet
Union'-and North Xorea
have: broken off with Santi-
ago. .

windows of 20-story buildings.
Underneath, other soldiers
collected the spoils and turned
them into bonfires that lasted
for the best part of the day.

A young sergeant heading
toward one of the burning
piles with an armful of litera
ture explained that Chile’s
military would “not stop until
we've finished with the Marx
ists and their propaganda. Bul
today we have orders to burn
everything that is connected
with politics. No matter
whether it is right, left or in
the middle.” .

The soldiers in effect
seemed to need little or no
encouragement and they hap-
pily warmed themselves
around the fires. tearing up
volumes too thick or heavy for
the flames. The selected works
of Mao Tse-tung lay burning
next to old copies of Time
magazine. Che Guevara’s'di-
ary, a John Kenneth Galbraith
treatise on the military, Sher-
lock Holmes and A Socialist
Approach to the Economy” all
went on ‘the -same burning
heap. .
There was no clemency for
the colleeted works of Pablo
Neruda, Chile’s Nobel Prize-
wmrung poet who died of can-
cer in a Santiago hosp1ta1 late
last night,

Neruda, one Of the greatest
voices of Latin American po-
etry was a Commumst a
known friend and sympathlzer
of Marxist President Allende,
who preceded him in death
two weeks ago when a mili-
tary coup .overthrew Allende’s
government.

A spokesman for the mili-
tary junta “said the deceased
poet had been “a great artist”
but that no “great funeral”
could be held because public
gatherings are still forbidden
by the military gqvernment.

At a briefing for the foreign
press, the spokesman also de-
nied that a nationwide witch-
hunt against leftist literature:
had been .ordered by the mili:
tary. But the -spokesman
added later that some hooKs

‘had to be burnt because’ they
'might contain code. z

Meanwhile, the campalgn

‘| continues all-over the country,- I
‘will: giveiiyou the figures and|

with schools and univérsities:
reportedly searched and I‘ld of-
“leftist texts.”

At the San Marti bookshop

in downtown Santiago, a truek-
was seen pulling up - outmde&

and loading hundreds: of un-
sold volumes. -Asked where he f

-was tdking his:load,; one of the

nollectors said, “to the 1ncmer~
ator.”

At the Book Falr another
usually well-stocked “store in
the center of the capital, the
“political section” “has alto-
gether disappeared. A -quick
survey showed this morning

that only two volumes by
Marxist phllosopher Herbert
Marcuse and a collection of
Black Panther essays had es-
caped the censor.

News agencies filed the
following further reports:

"Col. Pedro Ewing, secretary-
general of government for the
military junta that seized power
Spet.” 11, said in an interview
oubh%hed . Monday that book
stores “must eliminate Marxist
texts if they don’t want to be
sanctioned.”

In some areas, frightened peo-
ple started thelr own fires in
the street to burn offensive lit-
crature before the troops ar-
vived. During the raids, churches
were asked to suspend their
services so that “extremists”
would not be able to take ref-
uge inside them.

In Vina del Mar, 100 miles
uorthwest of Santiago, the
military authorities fired the
wunicipal library director and
ordered the shelves cleaed of
Marxist titles.

In the southern city of San
Antonio, six dissidents were
shot dead by troops while be-
ing transported from one de-
tention center to another. The
city commander, Col. Manuel
Contreras, said the six
“extremists” were shot when
they tried to escape from an
army truck which had broken
down.

The Swiss government an-
nounced in Bern that its em-
bassy in Santiago will be opén
to grant asylum to: anyone
seeking refuge from political
persecution. The junta has ar-
rested thousands of suspected
extremists gince the coup.

The two most wanted men

are the general secretaries of |

the Marxist parties, Luis Cor-
valan of the Communist Party
and 'Carlas Altamirano of Al-

lende’s Socialist Party. They |

disappeared on, Sept. 11 when
the military deposed Allende.
The junta outlawed their par-
ties on Friday. . :

Commenting on reports of
ge-scale executions at the
internpational soceer stadium
‘here, ‘@ spokesman said the

.|junta would give figures and

| reasons for any executions.
“If there were executions I

reasons‘why they were execu-
ted,” "he: said. But asked
whether he could say there
had been no executions at the
‘stadium: the spokesman said,
“I eannot say that.”

~While troops throughout the |

country contlnued to locate
"abandoned ‘guerrilla training

~| camps and weapon arsenals, a

spokesman o for the junta
charged in Santiago that huge
-quantities of grain at seed se-
lection plants had Dbeen
sprayed with'insecticide.

- The spokesman said this de-

liberate sabotage had caused a
critical shortage of grain for
the current planting season
but added that “friendly” na-|
tions had promised to send inl
new seed on emergency|
flights. ‘

Military sources have sald'
that an upsurge in guermlla‘
activities was ‘expected now |
that supporters of Allende
have gone underground.

The government said a guer-
rilla training school was dis-
covered over the weekend in
the capital in“the Puente Algo

suburb.

A large quantity of weapons]
and leftist propaganda was
seized there, the government
said. Also found were tools for
excavating underground tun-

‘nels, authorities said.

More than 100 Soviet diplo-
mats and technicians left

'Chile last night following the
‘Soviet Union’s

decision to
break diplomatic relations
with the military junta.

North Korean diplomats
also left Chile yesterday after
the junta broke off diplomatic
relations with Pyongyang gov-
ernment.




