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N
ew

 Y
ork

 
B

efo
re h

e b
eca

m
e th

e 
n

ew
 C

h
ilea

n
 stro

n
g
m

a
n

 
la

st T
h

u
rsd

a
y
, G

en
era

l 
A

u
gu

sto P
in

och
et U

garte 
scru

p
u

lou
sly avoid

ed
 p

oli-
tics. 

H
is silence w

as in keeping 
w

ith the tradition of C
hile's 

m
ilitary, w

h
ich

 h
ad

 stayed
 

ou
t of p

olitics for 46 years 
u

n
til a fou

r-m
an

 ju
n

ta d
e-

p o s e d P
resident Salvador 

A
llende last T

uesday. 
B

u
t even

 am
on

g officers 
w

h
o h

ad
 u

p
h

eld
 th

at trad
i• 

tion, P
inochet w

as regarded 
as singularly nonaligned. 

T
h

e tall, p
ow

erfu
lly b

u
ilt 

in
fan

try officer b
ec am

 e 
com

m
an

d
er-in

-ch
ief of th

e 
arm

y last m
on

th
 after G

e-
neral C

arlos P
rats resigned. 

R
O

L
E

 
A

llende, w
ho 

w
as facin

g
 

stro
n

g
 o

p
p

o
sitio

n
 to

 h
is 

M
arxist policies, apparently 

hoped P
inochet w

ould keep 
th

e m
ilita

ry
 in

 its n
o
n

- 

political role. 
It w

as th
e th

ird
 tim

e in
 a 

y
ear th

at P
in

o
ch

et h
ad

 as-
sum

ed the post. H
e had suc-

ceeded P
rats w

hen the gen-
eral left to

 h
ead

 th
e m

in
is-

tries o
f d

efen
se an

d
 o

f th
e 

interior. 
P

inochet is know
n to m

ili-
tary

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 h

av
e o

b
-

served h
is career as in

telli-
gent, am

bitious and com
pe-

ten
t. T

h
ey

 d
escrib

e h
im

 as 
quiet and businesslike, but 
also

 as an
 ex

p
erien

ced
 in

-
fan

try
 o

fficer w
ith

 a g
reat 

deal of initiative. F
ellow

 of-
ficers respect him

, they say. 
T

O
U

G
H

 
A

n 
o
fficer w

h
o
 stu

d
ied

 
w

ith the 58-year-old general 
w

hen he taught artillery and 
m

ilitary
 g

eo
g
rap

h
y
 in

 th
e 

1950's recalls him
 as "very 

en
erg

etic an
d
 v

ery
 d

iscip
-

lin
ed

," w
ith

 a sen
se o

f h
u
-

m
o
r a

s w
e
ll a

s a
 c

e
rta

in
 

"toughness." 
P

robably the m
ost unusual 

aspect of his apparently tra- 

SF.F. l 
5 19 

d
itio

n
al m

ilitary
 career is 

th
e
 g

e
n
e
ra

l's in
te

re
st in

 
geography. H

e has w
ritten 

three geography books, in-
cluding a secondary school 
text. H

e has taught the sub-
ject at the arm

y colleges in 
Q

uito and Santiago and he is 
a m

em
ber of the G

eographi-
cal S

ociety of C
hile. 

P
in

o
ch

et w
as b

o
rn

 N
o
v
. 

25, 1915, in V
alparaiso, the 

p
o
rt city

 th
at w

as also
 th

e 
b
irth

p
lace o

f A
llen

d
e. H

e 
w

as com
m

issioned to the in-
fantry after graduating from

 
th

e m
ilitary

 acad
em

y
 in

 
Santiago in 1936. 

A
T

T
A

C
H

E
 

In 1956, P
inochet 

served 
as m

ilitary
 attach

e to
 the 

C
hilean em

bassy in W
ash-

ington. 
H

e also visited
 th

e 
U

.S
. southern com

m
and• at 

th
e P

an
am

a C
an

al Z
o
n
e in

 
1
9
6
5
, 1

9
6
8
 an

d
 1

9
7
2
, an

d
 

m
ade an official tour of the 

U
.S. in 1968. 
P

rom
oted from

 colonel to 
brigadier general in 1968 —

  

a year before A
llende's elec-

tion —
 P

inochet w
as nam

ed 
arm

y chief of staff in 1972, a 
p
o
st h

e h
eld

 u
n
til h

is th
ird

 
appointm

ent as com
m

ander-
in-chief. 

T
he general has received 

several decorations, includ-
ing the C

olom
bia O

rder of 
M

erit an
d
 C

h
ilean

 S
tar o

f 
M

ilitary
 M

erit. H
e stu

d
ik

l 
law

 an
d
 so

cial scien
ces at 

th
e U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f C
h
ile in

 
S

antiago for tw
o years, and 

speaks 
som

e 
E

nglish and 
F

rench. 
FA

M
IL

Y
 

P
inochet is m

arried to the 
form

er L
ucia H

ieriarte R
od-

riguez. T
he couple are both 

R
om

an C
atholic. T

hey have 
tw

o son
s 

and three daugh-
ters. 

T
he general first received 

p
u
b
lic atten

tio
n
 last fall 

w
hen A

llende declared San-
tiago a m

ilitary zon
e an

d
 

p
u

t it u
n

d
er th

e gen
eral's 

com
m

an
d

 to con
trol riots 

and strikes. 

W
irep

h
o
to

 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 P

I N
O

C
H

E
T

 
In

telligen
t an

d
 am

b
itiou

s 

P
inochet said he hoped his 

m
en w

ould 
n

ot h
ave to go 

in
to

 t h
 e streets b

ecau
se 

"T
h
e arm

y
, unlike the pol-

ice, goes out to kill." 
N

ew
 York Tim

es 

Q
uiet, R

es
pected O

fficer 

C
h

ile's M
an

 in
 C

h
arge 


