Move to End C.LA. T'ie Held Reflection of New

By STEVEN V. ROBERTS

Many past and current lead-
ers of the National Student -As-
sociation feel that the :group’s
decision to end its ties-with the
Central Intelligence Agerwcy: il-
lustrates the changing nature
of the American student com-
munity and the history of the

gssociation.

thaf maintaining American par-
ticipation in this turbulent
world was vitally important. It
is. for this reason that when

{private funds grew scarce they
lapproached the CILA. in 1952

for aid. v R
The relationship continued for
15 years and ‘provided -the .as-

{sociation with about $200,000 a

The National Student Asso-)year. The exact totals are not

ciation was founded in 1947 pri-|
marily to give the, "United’

States a voice.in the post-war
international student world —

a world dominated by the cold;

war, the leaders'note.

In those years, 'they 'contin-
ued, accepting €.LA. funds: to
promote what the students con-
sidered to be the progressive
elements in American society
was important and useful.

Today attitudes have changed,
according to W. Dennis Shaul,
a Rhodes Scholar who ~was
president of the association in
1962-63.

Mr. Shaul makes the follow-
ing assessment:’

“This whole break represents
an extreme  difference between
student leaders of m.y genera-
tion and the present generation.
We were internationally minded
and wanted to promote the best
aspects of America. “We
thought it was worth doing.
both because it would have’ a
good effect on domestic poli-
tics, and it would promote in-
ternational good feeling for
the country. .

“The leaders of N.S.A. today
are more concerned with aliera-
tion from the nation’s own insti-
tutions. It is in this light that
they concluded that a relation-
ship with the C.LA. was
intolerable.”

1st World Student Congress

The concept of the association
—which many students feel may
be doomed by disclosure of the
pest link with the C.L.A.—be-
gan in 1946 when 25 American
youths attended the first World
Student Congress in Prague.

They came home convinced
that a national union of stu-
dents was mnecessary to give
American young people a
vehicle for participating in in-
ternational student polities.

Those who had been-at Prague
formed a coordinating commit-
tee and organized a constitu-
tional convention in Madison,
Wisc., in the summer of 1947.
About. 700 student delegates
formally - established ' the ‘as-
socation and.elected William B.
Welsh,  a -former infantryman
from Berea ‘College in-Kentucky
as its first president. L
In its early years the associa-
tion concentrated on foreign af-

known, since the grants were
funneled . through private foun-
daticns, often for specific proj-

ects, and were never presented{

in a lump sum. :
Subsidy Not Regrettéd

“I don’t regret taking the
money,” said a college professor,
who was chairman ofia Southern
region, of the association in the
early Nineteen-Fifties. “If we
hadn’t been able to participate
in international student affairs
there would have been no one
else working with the students
from ' developing nations except
the Soviets.” ‘ '

“In addition,” he said, ‘“we
developed a cooperative feeling

communication that had been of-
ficially closed down by the cold
war.” - -

Like many former student
leaders, the professor insisted
that “whatever C.LA. links ex-
isted had a minimal effect on the

international policy of N.S.A.”

* The professor 5aid he did not
know .of the C.I.A. connection,
but suspected the well-financed
international program was get-
ting some Government aid, prob-
ably “from. the. State Depart-
ment. i

The domestic activities of the
association in the ninéteen-
fifties ' reflected largely the
apathy: and indifference that
most students had toward poli-
tics. '

The  association occasionally
spoke out on an important issue
—it denounced “McCarthyism”
in 1951—but usually confined it-
self to such “sandbox issues”
as social programs and student
parking.

Most observers of student
politics feel an important turn-
ing point came in 1960, when
Southern Negro students began

interest in domestic . political

problems among American stu-|

dents—an interest that was re-
flected py.the National Student
Association.

The association strongly sup- A

ported the Negro students with
financial help and advice. For
a number of years the associa-
tion’s national affairs vice pres-
ident served on the board of
the Student Nonviolent Coord-
inating Committee, the spear-
head of the sit-in movement.

' In addition to civil rights the
annual summer congresses of
the ‘association began to speak
out on other controversial do-
mestic issues.

The delegates, who were rep-
resentatives of the student gov-
ernments- on their  campuses,
voted to call for. the abolition
of the House Committee.on Un-
American Activities, They ad-
vocated the elimination of the
loyalty oath in the National
Defense Education Act and de-
nounced compulsory Reserve
Officer Training Corps pro-
grams.
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really kept open channels of

with Soviet students we met at|{the sit-in demonstrations
and festivals. We|Greensboro, N. C.

Campus Views

fairs, The student community
'was torn by disputes over Com-:
'munist winfiltration and cortrol,
lof international student organi-|
zations, " o R ‘

issues of nuclear testing, the
Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba,
intervention in' the Dominican
Repu‘blic and the war in Viet-
nam.

These policies evoked increas-
ing ‘criticism of the association
by conservative politicians and
youth . groups, primarily the
Young Americans for Freedom,
which conducted: a nationwide
campaign to get schools to
withdraw from the association.

However, the leadership of
the association remained gener-
ally quite liberal. According to
most observers, the leaders also
reflected the disillusionment:
and alienation espoused by such
«New Left” groups, such as
Students for a Democratic So-
ciety, whose leadership includeg_:l
many gormer - association offi-
cials.

This alienation, the students
themselves - assert, is a product
of growing opposition to the
war in Vietnam, disillusionmemt
with "the campaigns against
segregation and poverty, and a
waning of the zeal for public
service that President Kennedy
evoked. Intolerance for the
C.I.A., the students believe, has
been compounded by revela-
tions in books and articles of
its role-in the Bay of Pigs in-
vasion and other incidents.

Many past officers of the as-
sociation were highly critical
of the current officers for re-
nouncing the link with the
C.LA. They feel that the most -
important question was how
much control was exerted by

the intelligence agency.

In the international sphere

- the students stronglyopposed
These sit-inst stimulated newthe Federal Government on the

A recent association vice
president for international af-
fairs, who did not want to be
identified, said he did not even
know of the C.LA. link.

“I suspected there was some
State Department money,” he
said, “but in any case, the most
important thing I can say is
‘that the policy N.S.A. conducted
was within the context of the
mandates passed at each con-
gress and -was independent of
outside influence.”

However, one recent president
‘conceded that the C.I.A. had
itried to influence the selection

programs, and get the organi-
zation to start activities in cer-
tain fields. These influences
were resisted, the former presi-
dent said.

Most former officers and staff
members who knew of the
CIA. link—there were only
one or two a year—were deeply
concerned that a weak presi-
dent would be elected and “the
CIA. would run all over him,”
the former officer said. He con-
ceded that he- and other col-
leagues had encouraged stu-
dents whom. - they felt would
withstand the pressures of the
C.ILA. to run for office.
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lof staff members to run certain
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