NY. Ttnres
»' fca (%]

‘STODENTS ASSAIL
LA WHITEWASH

Criticize Johnson’s ‘Support
of Katzenbach’s Report

By BEN A. FRANKLIN
Speclal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Feb. 24—!
TheFresident of the National
Student Association - criticized
! todayzas “a whitewash” Presi-
" dentJohnson's approval of ‘a
preljjninary report supporting
the ‘€entral Intelligence Agen-.
cy’sjsecret financing of associa-
tio%:'gétivities. & - earsl
' Fugene Groves, y
" old, %,19(%5 Rhodes scholar who
has {been president since last
) Sep%‘jrber of the largest student

orgamization in the United
- States, said at a-news confgr-
encegthat in spite of ‘the White
Hougg,endorsement. “L continue
to féel that the C.LA.s use qf
_private institutions was unjusti-
ied. By
,f TH&, White House released a
repoit, vesterday saying that the
agenty's subsidy operation had
- beenzapproved since 1952 by four
Presidents, their Secretaries of
State“and Defense, and the Na-
tiondd.. Security Council. The
" coungyl. is chaired by the Presi-
.denti

A‘:'%;'_ vestigation is under way
by d@wspecial Presidential com-
mittes. headed by Under Secre-
taryiof State Nicholas DeB.
Katzenbach, The White House
'repoft’ was in the form of a

- lettepfrom Mr. Katzenbach to
" President Johnson.

“Thére ought to be a more
thorgiigh investigation of the
C.I.AZs role,” Mr., Groves said.

Mr, Katzenbach’s committee
also consists of John W. Gard-
ner, Secretary of Health, Educa-
tion ‘and Welfare, and Richard
Helni¥, Director of Central In-
“telligence, s

The: committee’s preliminary
reporf . sald the intelligence
‘agency had not- acted “on its
own initiative” in secretly giv-
ing {financial support to the
studefit  association and other
educational and labor . groups
.but “if;x accordance with national

policies - established ' by - the\

National Security Council.”- )
. The: letter praised the anti-
Communist . objectives achieved
through the subsidies.

“When you have the director
. of the"C.I.A. as one of the people!
making the report,” Mr, Groves|
said, /“T do not think it would
be critical of the C.I.A.”

Mr; Groves was joined at the

newsy conference by Hdward

Schwilrtz, association vice pres-
ident‘for national affairs.

Mr,; Schwartz said that “the
comnients of ‘these officials,
seem:rather strange!” The re-
port f'did not deal with any of
the ethical or political questions
.involved,” Mr| Schwartz said.

He /continued:

“It' avoided the ethical and
political questions entirely. It
merely said these programs
were | beneficial. If these pro-
grams were so beneficial, why
didn’ts the Government tell the
American people about them ~”

The student leaders’ criticism
was echoed in a joint state-
ment{by the Board of Educa-
tlon &nd the Board of Christian|
Socia] Concerns of the Metho-
dist | Church. The _Methodist
spokesmen called for an inves-
tigation by Congress that would
include “any other covert links
of the C.IL.A, with national .or:
ganizations, foundations, = or/
-other institutions whose pur-
boses: may thereby have been
perverrted.” : :

The churchmen’s = statement
charged that the intelligence
agengy ‘“has  exceeded  the
bounds of propriety” and has
raised the ‘“disastrous” possi-
bility! that “over the next sev-
eral ;years the credibility  of
all TJ-Jmted States persons trav-
eling, stationed or studying ov-
erseas may be subject to ques-
tion Wy people of the most coun-
tries.”

The student leaders called a
meeting with newsmen to an-
nounce plans to revive the as-
‘sociation following the internal
controversy caused by the dis-
‘closute of its link with the in-
telligence agency.

The student officers discussed
the prospects obtaining “un-
taintg;d” foundation and private
funds to replace the agency
subsidies, which were reported
to have amounted to up to 80
ber d¢ent of the association’s
$800,§)00—a-year budget in re-
cent years,

But the association faces dif-
ficulties. One of them, Mr.
Groves said, is a $39,000 cur-
rent dperating deficit.

The Swarthmiore College Stu-
dent Council sent Mr, Groves a
letter declaring that it had voted
unanimously to suspend pay-
ment, of affiliation dues for the
rest fof the year “pending a
comp'iete investigation of
N.8.A’s effectiveness on our
campus. -and  its -involvement
with j the Central Intelligence
Agenpy.”
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