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FUNDS FROM CLA

National Association Says
It Received Aid From Early .
1950’s Until Last Year |

ROLE IN SPYING DENIED

Leader Asserts All Money
Was Used to Help Pay for

‘Overt: Activities Abroad
% TER 5¢7
By NEIL SHEEHAN .
Spe_cia.l to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Feb. 13—The
National - Student Association,
the largest college student or-
ganization in the country, con-
ceded today that it had received
funds from the Central Intelli-

Representatives of the foun-
dations could not be immediate-
1y reached for comment.

Mr.. Groves, a 1965 Rhodes
scholar who has been president
of the student association since
last September, said he did not|
know exactly how much the
association had received from
the C.LA.

He said, however, that figures
given by Mr. Stone—$200,000
a year & few years ago, with a
gradual decrease to about §50,-
000 last year—were ‘‘a reason-
mbly accurate estimate.”

Mr. Groves told of the asso-
ciation’s connection with the
agency in a telephone interview
after a meeting here of the
group’s officers. ; R

The association decided in
the early nineteen-fifties to es-
tablish the relationship with
-the C.IL.A., Mr. Groves said, be-
cause “at that time it was im-
possible to obtain furds from
- private groups” to support the
- prganization’s activities abroad.

gence Agency from the early
mineteen-fifties until last year.
. Eugene Groves, president of
the association, said the C.LA.
funds had been used to help fi-
nance the association’s .inter-
national activities, including
sending representatives to stu-
dent congresses abroad and
funding student exchange pro-
grams. ’

The intelligence agency re-
fused tonight: to comment on
the matter.

The association has chapters
on more than 300 American
college and university campuses,
where about 1.5 million stu-
dents are studying. The local
student government organiza-
tions rather than the individual
students themselves form the
membership of the N.S.A.

Mr, Groves's statement was
in response to -inquiries about
a forthcoming article in the
March issue of Ramparts maga-
zine. -According to a Ramparts
spokesman, the article discusses-
in detail the relationship be-
tween the student associdtion!
and the CLA. ’

. A Ramparts advertisement
publicizing the article: appears
en _pagé 31 in today's editions
‘tzfiiThe‘ New York Times. .
" Foundationg Go-Betweens

Mr. -Groves sald the money
was received through founda-
tions that acted as go-betweens
for the agency, He declined to
name the foundations.

A Ramparts spokesman, Marc
Stone, a New York public rela-
tions ‘executive, 'said " that the
magazine would list the Sydney
and  Esther : Rabb Charitable
Foundation of Boston and the
Independence Foundation of
Boston. .

“The officers of the associa-
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‘controlled Soviet front organi-

organizations maintain a pre-
ence abroad which would offer
an alternative,” he said.
The association decided to
terminate the relationship, he
said, because “in the past two
years the officers have believed
that conditions have changed
so that they do not justify the
existence of a covert relation-
ship with Government agen-
cies.” -
The organization’s .officers
also came to believe, he said,
that the relationship was “in-
consistent with the democratic, |
open nature of the N.S.A.,” and
that “an obligation of trust to
the students of the nation and
ilour own personal principles de-
‘'manded that such a relation-
ship be terminated and that all
sources of funding be open.”
Mr. Groves said that at no
time did the student organiza-
tion “serve any intelligence
function” or provide ‘“informa-
tion of a semsitive nature” to
any United States Government
lagency.

the period in which it was
receiving C.I.A. funds,
quently took positions at vari-
ance with Admnistration actions

. e ) generally liberal in both its
tion felt that the existence of forejgn and domestic policy
heavily financed and totally|statements.

i zations in the international stu-|Mr. Groves said, for
dent field made it imperative programs of international af-
that democratic and progressive|fairs which worked with other

The association, throughout\for a teacher evaluation course

fre-|partment to finance

The association has

The agency’s funds were used,
“broad

unions of students.” Almost all
of these activities, he sa\tid, took
place in “developing countries’,,
particularly those in Africa.
Mr. Groves said he believed
that one country involved was
Nigeria.

The program, he said, consist-
ed of sending student represent-
atives to conferences, financing
student exchange activities, and
providing counseling and tech-
nical help in seminars abroad on
higher education and student
leadership.

Funds From Open Sources

Since the association decided
to terminate its relationship
with the agency, Mr. Groves
said, it has been receiving all of
its funds, “to the best of my
knowledge,” eitlier from private
or open Government sources.

Among the Government grants
for the current year, he said,
are funds from the Office of
Economic Opportunity to run a
tutorial assistance center, money
from the Office of Education

and a grant from the State De-|
college
study here for Algerian stu-
dents.

or official policy at home and
overseas, he said.

Mr. Groves said that as far
as he knew no agency funds

been|were used to finance domestic

activities of the association.
The student group, he said,
has always tried to avoid the
extremes of the political right
or left, and to maintain “an
integrity as the representative
of the highest aspirations of
the American student commu-
nity.”

He pointed out that the asso-
ciation wag the first student
organization to speak out
against MrCarthyism in the
fifties, and that it currently
was opposed to apartheid, the
poilicy of racial segregation im-
posed by South Africa  and
wag in favor of improving re-
lations between East and West.
The association hopes to fi-
nance its activities in the fu-
ture, he said, by a “consortium”
of private and open Govern-
ment funds. : ‘




