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.L
IM

O
n.dor 

E
x - P

u
eb
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A
id

e
 S

p
u

rn
s
 

M
e
d

a
l 

S
an D

iego 

T
he form

er executive offi-
cer of the capturedU

.S
: spy 

ship
.  P

u
e
b
lo

 d
e
c
lin

e
d
 th

e
 

N
avy C

om
m

endation M
edal 

yesterday, calling the m
edal 

a "shallow
" appreciation. 

A
nd he accused the P

ueblo 
skipper, C

om
m

ander L
loyd 

M
, B

ucher, of delaying the 
crew

's release fro
m

 N
o
rth

 
K

orea. 

F
o
rm

er L
ieu

ten
an

t E
 4

- 
w

ard R
. M

urphy, executive 
o

fficer u
n

d
er B

u
ch

er, ac-
cu

sed
 th

e co
m

m
an

d
er o

f 
prolonging the crew

's cap-
tiv

ity
 fo

r  n
e
a
rly

 th
re

e
 

m
o
n
th

s, ev
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 h

 e 
said

, th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 

N
orth K

orea had agreed on 
the release of the ship. 

M
u

rp
h

y
, in

 a
 w

ritte
n

 
sta

te
m

e
n

t issu
e
d

 a
 t th

e
 

aw
ard

s• p
resen

tatio
n
 cere-

m
ony, said that after nearly 

n
in

e m
o
n
th

s o
f im

p
riso

n
-

m
ent, he and another officer 

accepted their captors' offer 
"to m

an the U
S

S
 P

ueblo and  return it and the crew
 to our 

co
u

n
try

." H
e said

 B
u

ch
er 

and other O
fficers refused. 

B
ucher, contacted in H

a-
w

aii, denied M
urphy's state-

m
ent. 

"I d
o

n
't k

n
o

w
 w

h
at h

e's 
talking about," said B

ucher. 
"T

h
is is th

e,  first tim
e I've 

ever heard of it." 

T
he P

entagon had no im
.- 

m
ediate com

m
ent. 

T
he P

ueblo w
as captured 

by N
orth K

orean naval craft 
on Jan. 22, 1968. T

he 83-m
an 

crew
 w

as released D
ec. 22, 

1968. 

T
h
e
 N

a
v
y
 sa

id
 it w

a
s 

aw
arding the com

m
endation 

to M
urphy for his resistance 

to the C
om

m
unists w

hile in 
prison. 

"N
o
w

, after 
seven y

ears 
of contem

plation, com
es this 

citatio
n

 —
 

silent regarding 
m

y
 resp

o
n

sib
ilities, erasin

g
 

m
y
 co

u
rag

e an
d
 fo

rg
ettin

g
 

m
y

 so
lem

n
 co

n
v
ictio

n
 to

 
truth," M

urphy's statem
ent  

said. 
It said he w

as "em
b

ittered
 

th
at m

y
 co

u
n

try
, th

ro
u

g
h

 its 
silence, dem

ands m
y adm

is-
sion and apology for a burn.  
rap

." 
I n 

recent 
m

o
n

th
s, th

e 
N

avy 
h
as p

resen
ted

 higher 
aw

ards than the C
om

m
enda-

tion M
edal to several of the 

P
u

eb
lo

's crew
 fo

r h
ero

ism
 

d
u

rin
g
 th

e cap
tu

re an
d

 im
- 

prisonm
ent. 

A
 court of inquiry recom

-
m

en
d
ed

 a g
en

eral co
u

rt-
m

artial for B
ucher for giv-

S
ing up the ship w

ithout fir-
ing 

a sh
o
t and for 'allow

ing 
som

e of his secret m
aterials 

to be seized: A
 letter of criti-

cism
 • w

as p
laced

 in
 M

u
r-

p
h

y
's files, B

u
ch

er's p
ro

-
p

o
sed

 trial w
as v

eto
ed

 b
y

 
the N

avy, w
hich said he had  

suffered enough. H
e retired 

in 1974. 

R
ear A

d
m

iral F
illm

o
re 

G
ilk

eso
n

 o
f th

e 1
1

th
 N

av
y

 
D

istrict w
as d

escrib
ed

 as 
"taken aback" by M

urphy's 
actio

n
 in

 refusing the com
-

m
en

d
atio

n
. H

o
w

ev
er, h

 e 
presented tw

o other decora-
tions -to

 th
e fo

rm
er P

u
eb

lo
 

o
fficer —

 a P
u

rp
le. H

eart, 
f o

 r b
eatin

g
s an

d
 to

rtu
re  

w
hich 

M
urphy endured in 

cap
tiv

ity
, a n

 d
 th

e N
av

y
 

C
om

bat A
ction ribbon. 

A
ll o

f th
e P

u
eb

lo
 crew

-
m

en, including B
ucher, have 

b
een

 aw
ard

ed
 sim

ilar rib
-

bons. 

M
u
rp

h
y
 is n

o
w

 a m
obile 

h
o

m
e d

ealer in
 n

earb
y

 E
l 

C
ajon. 

A
ssociated P

ress 

O
ff T

e
le

p
h
o
to

 

F
o

rm
er L

ieutenant E
d

w
ard

 M
u

rp
h

y (rig
h

t) refu
sed

 to
 accep

t a N
avy m

ed
al fro

m
 R

ea
r A

d
m

iral F
illm

o
re G

ilkeso
n

 


