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P
ueblo' C

rew
m

en Q
uestioned on by the Ship 1A

7 as N
ot Scuttled 

K
o
rean

 co
ast an

d
 ch

eck
 o

n
ilae 

m
ovem

ents of vessels, pai4In7-. 
larly subm

arines, in the area. 
A

d
m

iral G
rim

m
 d

iscu
ssed

 
w

ith
 E

n
g

in
e
m

a
n

 G
o

ld
m

m
 

w
h
eth

er it w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
teen

 
possible to scuttle the ship 

w
hile the three m

en in the• eii=
 

gineroom
 w

ere under guarcl,by 
a lone N

orth K
orean. 	

1  
"In

 h
in

d
sig

h
t d

o
 y

o
u

, w
ish

 
th

at y
o
u
'd

 h
av

e o
v
erp

o
w

ered
 

h
im

?" th
e ad

m
iral ask

ed
. 

"If w
e tried

 I'm
 su

re, w
e'd

 
h
av

e b
een

 k
illed

," E
n
g
in

e:m
an

 
G

o
ld

m
an

 said
. "H

e k
ep

t a,egtuit 

h
av

e b
een

 k
illed

," h
e said

. 

"N
o
, S

ir," th
e slig

h
t, p

u
d
g
y
 

C
alifornian replied. 
"W

h
at ab

o
u

t after th
e b

o
ard

- 
ing?" C

aptain N
ew

som
e asked. 

E
nginem

an G
oldm

an paused. 
"
Y

e
s
, S

ir, th
e
 c

a
p
ta

in
 

[C
o
m

d
r. L

lo
y
d
 M

. B
u
c
h
e
r] 

cam
e dow

n w
ith a K

orean offi- 
cer," h

e said
. 

"D
id

 y
o

u
 co

n
sid

er scu
ttlin

g
 

W
h

y
 d

id
 th

e A
m

erican
 crew

- o
r d

estro
y
in

g
 th

e sh
ip

?" 
m

en
 n

o
t o

v
erp

o
w

er th
e N

o
rth

 "I th
o

u
g

h
t ab

o
u

t it, b
u

t re- 
K

o
rean

s w
h

o
 clim

b
ed

 ab
o

ard
 ceiv

ed
 n

o
 w

o
rd

," th
e w

itn
ess 

th
e
 sh

ip
 o

ff N
o

rth
 K

o
re

a
 in

 said.  
Jan

u
ary

 o
f 1

9
6
8
? W

h
y
 w

as th
e "W

ell, after th
e cap

tain
 an

d
 

'P
u

eb
lo

 n
o

t scu
ttled

 o
r th

e en
- th

e N
o

rth
 K

o
rean

 g
u

ard
 cam

e 
g

in
es d

estro
y

ed
? W

h
y

 w
ere se- in

, w
h

at in
stru

ctio
n

s w
ere y

o
u

 
cret p

ap
ers n

o
t d

estro
y

ed
? 	

g
iv

en
," ask

ed
 C

ap
tain

 N
ew

- 
"W

eren
't y

o
u
 su

rp
rised

 th
at so

m
e, a sallo

w
 - sk

in
n
ed

, '4
5
-

n
o
 effo

rt w
as M

ad
e to

 d
efen

d
 y

ear-o
ld

 N
av

y
 v

eteran
 w

h
o
 

th
e
 P

u
e
b

lo
?
" th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n

t o
f sp

e
a
k

s w
ith

 a
 p

ro
n

o
u
n
c
e
d
 

th
e co

u
rt, V

ice A
d

m
, H

aro
ld

 B
ro

o
k

ly
n

 accen
t. 

G
. B

o
w

en
 Jr., ask

ed
 E

n
g
in

e- "N
o
n
e, sir," said

 E
n
g
in

em
an

 
m

an T
hird C

lass P
eter M

. B
an- G

oldm
an. 

dera. 	
"D

id
 th

e cap
tain

 talk
 to

 y
o

u
? 

T
h

e 2
0

-y
ear-o

ld
 sailo

r b
it h

is D
id

 h
e say

 o
n

e w
o
rd

?" 
lip

 an
d
 to

y
ed

 w
ith

 h
is rim

less "N
o
 sir, I d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
at 

g
lasses. . 	

to
 d

o
. . 	

. It w
as 

n
o
t m

ad
e 

"Y
es, S

ir," h
e said

. 
In

 th
ree h

o
u

rs o
f testim

o
n

y
clear." 

G
uard K

ept G
un on C

rew
 

at th
e n

av
al am

p
h

ib
io

u
s b

ase 
h

ere, th
e crew

m
en

—
m

an
y

 o
f „

T
ohnr yo

u
g
h
 th

e m
o
rn

in
g
 o

f tes 
th

e P
u
eb

lo
 crew

m
en

 
th

em
 en

g
in

ero
o
m

 p
erso

n
n
el—

 "L
" 

testified
 th

at th
e fo

rm
er carg

o
 

w
ere rep

eated
ly

 q
u
estio

n
ed

 o
n
 sh

ip
 w

a
s in

 little
 d

a
n
g
e
r o

f 
w

h
y

 th
e P

u
eb

lo
 w

as n
o

t S
cu

t. sin
k
in

g
. T

w
o
 c

a
n
n
o
n
 b

u
rsts 

tied
 w

h
en

 th
e N

o
rth

 K
o

rean
s 

o
p
en

ed
 fire. S

u
ch

 actio
n
 m

ig
h
t h

ad
 h

it fo
u
r an

d
 fiv

e feet 
h

a
v

e
 k

e
p

t th
e
 sh

ip
s se

c
re

t ,abosveonty h
e
 sh

ip
's w

a
te

r lin
e
. 

p
ap

ers an
d
 electro

n
ic in

tern
- 1

"e 	
i o

th
e
r d

a
m

a
g

e
 to

 th
e
 

en
g

in
e area w

as th
e lo

ss o
f a 

g
en

ce eq
u

ip
m

en
t fro

m
 fallin

g
 

in
to

 th
e 'h

an
d

s o
f th

e N
o

rth
 su

ctio
n

 p
u

m
p

. 
 

K
oreans. 	

E
n
g
in

em
an

 G
o
ld

m
an

, a v
et- 

eran
 o

f 1
9
 y

ears in
 th

e N
av

y
, 

E
nginem

an Q
uestioned 	

said the ship could have m
oved 

T
h
e q

u
estio

n
in

g
 o

f C
h
ief E

n
- o

ff at 1
3
 k

n
o
ts o

r co
u
ld

 h
av

e 
g

in
em

an
 M

o
n

ro
e O

. _
 G

o
ld

m
an

 started
 th

e scu
ttlin

g
 b

y
 o

p
en

- 
w

as esp
ecially

 p
ro

lo
n
g
ed

. 	
in

g
 h

atch
es an

d
 allo

w
in

g
 w

ater 
"D

id
 an

y
 o

fficer co
m

e d
o

w
n

 to
 p

o
u

r in
. It w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e tak

en
 

to
 g

iiie y
o
u
 d

irectio
n
 [d

u
rin

g
 n

in
ety

 m
in

u
tes to

 b
eg

in
 scu

t-
th

e attack
]?" th

e co
u
n
sel o

f th
e tlin

g
 th

e sh
ip

, h
e said

. 
co

u
rt,. C

ap
t. W

illiam
 R

. N
ew

- "If w
e tried

 I'm
 su

re w
e'd

 
som

e,4  ask
ed

 h
im

. 

B
y B

E
R

N
A

R
D

 W
E

IN
R

A
U

B
 

S
pecial to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

C
O

R
O

N
A

D
O

, C
alif., F

eb. 10 
—

T
h
e
 fiv

e
 a

d
m

ira
ls o

n
 th

e
 

co
u
rt o

f in
q
u
iry

 in
to

 th
e cap

-
tu

re
 o

f th
e
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 sh

ip
 

P
u

eb
lo

 p
ressed

 sev
eral q

u
es-

tio
n

s to
d

ay
 o

n
 en

listed
 m

en
 o

f 
th

e crew
: 

"T
h
e g

u
ard

 [in
 th

e en
g
in

e- 
ro

o
m

] sto
o
d
 ag

ain
st th

e lad
d
er 

a
n
d
 k

e
p
t h

is
 g

u
n
 tra

in
e
d
 

on us." 
T

h
e ad

m
irals an

d
 C

ap
tain

 
N

ew
so

m
e p

ressed
 E

n
g
in

em
an

 
G

o
ld

m
an

 o
n

 th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 o

f 
d
estro

y
in

g
 o

r d
isru

p
tin

g
 th

e 
en

g
in

e, th
u
s fo

rcin
g
 th

e N
o
rth

 
K

o
rean

s to
 to

w
 th

e sh
ip

 in
to

 
W

o
n

san
 h

arb
o

r an
d

 p
o

ssib
ly

 
en

ab
lin

g
 th

e crew
m

en
 to

 d
e-

stro
y
 m

o
re secret d

o
cu

m
en

ts. 
"I th

o
u

g
h

t ab
o

u
t th

is, b
u

t I 
k
n
ew

 th
e N

o
rth

 K
o
rean

 g
u
ard

 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e sh
o
t u

s," E
n
g
in

e-
m

an G
oldm

an said. 
H

e b
lin

k
ed

 n
erv

o
u
sly

 an
d
 

av
o

id
ed

 g
azin

g
 at th

e fiv
e ad

-
m

irals. 
"S

u
p

p
o

se y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

h
ad

 a fo
rtu

ito
u

s en
g

in
e failu

re 
—

w
o
u
ld

 y
o
u
 h

av
e b

een
 sh

o
t?" 

ask
ed

 C
ap

tain
 N

ew
so

m
e. 

"Y
es, sir,"' the crew

m
an said. 

'N
ever R

eceived A
ny W

ord' 
M

o
m

en
ts later, E

n
g

in
em

an
 

F
irst C

lass R
u

ch
el J. B

lan
sett 

Jr., e
stim

a
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 th

re
e
 

crew
m

en in the engineroom
 had 

3
0

 m
in

u
tes free fro

m
 th

e tim
e 

th
e P

u
eb

lo
 w

as b
o

ard
ed

 u
n

til 
th

e N
o
rth

 K
o
rean

s m
o
v
ed

 in
to

 
the engineroom

. 
M

o
reo

v
er, h

e said
, th

e crew
 

had "a couple of m
inutes" w

hen 
th

e
 N

o
rth

 K
o
re

a
n
s c

h
a
n
g
e
d
 

so
ld

iers an
d
 left th

e en
g
in

e-
room

 unguarded. 
"W

e
 n

e
v
e
r re

c
e
iv

e
d
 a

n
y
 

w
o
rd

 to
 d

isa
b
le

 th
e
 e

n
g
in

e
-

ro
o
m

," th
e 3

5
-y

ear-o
ld

 sailo
r 

to
ld

 a
 m

e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 c

o
u
rt, 

R
ear A

d
m

. E
d

w
ard

 E
. G

rim
m

. 
"B

lan
sett," A

d
m

iral G
rim

m
 

said
, "d

id
 y

o
u
 h

av
e an

y
 id

ea 
o

f th
e im

p
o

rtan
ce o

f th
is m

is-
sion?" 

"N
o

, S
ir," th

e p
u

d
g

y
, b

ald
-

ish enginem
an replied. 

"D
id

 y
p
u
 h

av
e an

y
 id

ea th
at 

th
ere w

as h
ig

h
ly

 sen
sitiv

e m
a-

terial on the ship?" the adm
iral 

asked. 
E

nginem
an B

lansett shrugged 
an

d
 said

: "W
ell . 	

. y
es, S

ir, 
th

e
re

 w
a
s a

 lo
t o

f m
a
te

ria
l 

under locked doors." 
"T

h
e
 fa

c
t th

a
t y

o
u

 h
a
d

 'a
 

num
ber of technicians —

 didn't 
talk

 m
u

ch
 ab

o
u

t th
eir w

o
rk

—
w

hat did you think?" 
"W

ell, I w
as suspicious," E

n-
g

in
em

an
 B

lan
sett rep

lied
 u

n
-

com
fortably. "E

veryone w
as to 

a
n
 e

x
te

n
t. T

h
e
y
 d

id
n
't sa

y
 

m
uch." 

U
naw

are of M
ission 

A
d
m

iral G
rim

m
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 
th

is lin
e o

f q
u
estio

n
in

g
 w

ith
 

o
th

er crew
m

en
, w

h
o
 said

 th
ey

 
w

ere u
n
aw

are o
f th

e P
u
eb

lo
's 

m
issio

n
 an

d
 w

ere n
o
t w

arn
ed

 
th

at th
e sh

ip
 w

as ab
o
u
t to

 b
e 

b
o

ard
ed

 as th
ey

 w
o

rk
ed

 in
 th

e 
engineroom

. 
, 'G

o
ld

m
an

," A
d
m

iral G
rim

m
 

said
, tu

rn
in

g
 to

 th
e P

u
eb

lo
's 

ch
ief en

g
in

eer an
d
 m

aster o
f 

arm
s, "it's b

een
 m

y
 ex

p
erien

ce 
th

at th
e m

aster o
f arm

s k
n
o
w

s 
ev

ery
th

in
g

 g
o

in
g

 o
n

. . . ." 
"W

e try
 to

, sir," th
e sailo

r 
said. 

"W
h
a
t d

o
 y

o
u
 th

in
k
 w

a
s 

g
o

in
g

 o
n

 in
 th

at research
 d

e-
tachm

ent." 
T

h
e 3

7
-y

ear-o
ld

 N
av

y
 m

an
 

shrugged. 
"I'v

e o
ften

 w
o

n
d

ered
," h

e 
said

. "T
h

e p
eo

p
le th

ere n
ev

er 
d
id

 talk
 ab

o
u
t it. I w

as w
o
n
-

dering w
hat w

as going on." 
T

he 28-m
an research detach-

m
en

t o
n

 th
e P

u
eb

lo
 p

erfo
rm

ed
 

th
e b

u
lk

 o
f th

e sh
ip

's secret 
m

issio
n

, w
h

ich
 w

as to
 co

llect 
electro

n
ic in

tellig
en

ce o
f rad

ar 
in

stallatio
n

 alo
n

g
 th

e N
o

rth
  o

n
 u

s." 
. -

, 
L

ike the other w
itriesS

es'A
i 0s 

m
orning, E

ngiriernan F
irst C

iA
ss 

W
illiam

 D
. Scarborough sail:1416 

Id
irn

't k
n

o
w

" th
at C

o
m

m
an

d
,*

 
B

u
ch

er w
as su

rren
d
erin

g
 

P
u
eb

lo
 "u

n
til th

e sh
ip

 w
as, 

ing boarded."  
 

"D
id

 y
o
u
 g

e
t a

n
y
 in

fo
rm

- 
 

tion about w
hat w

as going &
Id 

ask
ed

 A
d
m

iral G
rim

m
, w

h
im

 
head of the P

acific .F
leet T

rain* 
ing C

om
m

and. 
"N

ot really, S
ir," E

nginem
an 

S
carborough said. 
T

h
e 2

7
-y

ear-o
ld

 en
g
in

ern
an

 
said

 all th
e crew

m
en

 h
ad

 'k
en

 
o

rd
e
re

d
 to

 th
e
 fo

rw
a
rd

 v
e
il,  

d
eck

 after th
e N

o
rth

 K
oreang 

had boarded the P
ueblo. 

H
e said

 h
e "step

p
ed

 o
v
erb

k
 

large bag filled w
ith docum

ent=
's 

an
d

 n
o

ticed
 a tu

m
u

lt in
 a p

asts 
ag

ew
ay

 o
u
tsid

e th
e resein

iff 
area w

h
ere m

o
st o

f th
e seo

rat 
papers had been stored. 	

'kw
 

"Y
o

u
 saw

 activ
ity

 in
: B

E
d

 
p
a
ssa

g
e
w

a
y
," sa

id
 A

d
m

im
l 

G
rim

m
. "W

ere th
ey

 b
u
rn

in
g
 

energetically?'.' 
"W

hen I w
as in the passitge4, 

w
ay,- they w

ere going in ^=
f4/B

. 
sa

m
e
 d

ire
c
tio

n
 I w

a
s,"

-tithe; 
sailor said. 'T

hey w
eren't buim

i; 
ing anything." 


