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Pueblo Inquiry Is Told Crewmen Were 1h Dark as to Mission

' By BERNARD WEINRUB
uspeelglbochew York Times °
CORONADO, Calif, Feb. 6—
Two senior enlisted men and a

today that many of the Pueb-
10’s crew members had been
unaware of the intelligence
ship’s over-all mission.
Through a morning of testi-
mony at the Navy court of in-
quiry here, the three crewmen
came under steady questioning
as to the crew’s knowledge of
the Pueblo’s secret mission off

civilian oceanographer testified,.

ship’s, high communications
|{radio ‘transmitter. o

As the North Koreans opened
fire, Radioman Hayes said, the
radio’s frequency suddenly
changed. “We never had voice
communications with anyone,”
he said. “We couldn’t get
through.” . i

Radioman Hayes, who joined
the Pueblo as a sudden re-
placement 10 minutes before
the ship left Yokosuka on her
mission, said that he consid-
lered the ship hazardous. “It
was very small and I thought
it was a hazard,” he said. “I

North Korea.

“Did the commanding officer
ever brief the Pueblo crew
after its mission,” a member
of the court, Rear Admiral Ed-
ward E. Grimm, asked Quarter-
master 1st Cl. Charles B. Law
Jr.

had never been-on a ship this
small. It was the first time I
ever got seasick.”

Nixon to Examine Record
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. = 6—
President Nixon demonstrated
today that the Navy had not
been entirely successfuli in its
efforts to persuade the Amer-
ican public that the court of in-
quiry into the capure of the
Pueblo did not invole the guilt
or innocence of the people ir-y
volved. : £ b
‘In_his news conference this
morning, Mr. Nixon said that,

“No, sir,” replied the short,
hefty, 27-year-old sailor. Ad-
miral Grimm pressed his ques-
tioning.

Q. Was the crew informed
of what kind of mission it
was going on? A.—No, 'sir.
The crew knew it was not il-
legal and we were just carry-
ing out our orders.

Q. So, no one even thought
it was hazardous duty? A.—
No, sir.

. when he reviewed the record
Mission Was Secret L of-the inquiry, he would conn- |
A second enlisted man, Sig- , Associated Press * sider the guilt or innocence of"
nalman 1st Cl. Wendell G.| Comdr. Lloyd M. Bucher, skipper of the Pueblo, and his those involved. [Question 21 -
Leach, spoke nervously before| wife, Rose, arriving for the Navy court session Wednesday. = | . ot
the Couf’t h°f five ?ldm“a.lg' “In answer to a question as ta
Some of the crew, he said|p op1ooc yiccion was based on|peratures, the information is |Whether it was proper for the

“didn’t even know which land| ", o .. ; ; e Navy “to be, in effect, sitting in.
they were looking at” on the|2 need to know,” making it/useful in connection with un a judgment of itself,” Mr. Nixon'«

afternoon of Jan. 23, 1968, |unlikely that the ship’s fire-|derwater sound equipment. ' Ireplied that he would “examine

Koreans.

them knew.”

on the ship.”

cussed?”

i |idea.”

-lering mission.
" Based on ‘Need to Know’ -

“Some of them may have,”
he said. “I don’t think all of

The tall, baldish Virginian,
who was known as “Friar”|Naval Amphibious Base here,
aboard the Pueblo, was asked|Mr. Tuck, 31 years old, who is
by Admiral Grimm, “Did you|with the Department of De-
ever hear the mission dis-|fense, said that his duties

" These 28 worked in the se-

when the Pueblo was attacked|men, cooks, signalmen and en-
and captured by the North|gineers were fully aware of her

electronic “snooping” along the
North Korean coast.

Navy officials indicated to-
day that the majority of the

A third witness this morning, |pyeblo’s crewmen were un-
Dunny R. Tuck Jr., one of the\trained in intelligence work and
two civilian _ oceanographers\ihat their training before the
aboard the Pueblo, testified,|shipy’s final mission was limited
One of my missions was a|to shipboard duties such as
cover for the other operations|firefighting, drills and gun

training. .
At the court of inquiry at the

aboard the Pueblo had been

“Not th_e total mission,” Mr.{“to0 conduct these oceano-
Tuck replied. “This was classi-|graphic stations on a not-to-
fied. It was not freely dis-|interfere basis.”

cussed. Of course, I had some ‘

His Task Secondary

‘" Navy officials said privately] “My task as an oceanog-
||that only 28 of .the Pueblo’s[rapher was secondary to the
|83 crewmen knew the details|mission of the ship,” he said.

of the ship’s intelligence-gath-

The Pueblo performed her in-
telligence operations in the
guise of an oceanographic re-
search vessel.

Mr. Tuck said that he con-

cret “research space” of the|ducted about 20 Nansen casts
Pueblo, a small area on the|from Jan. 13 to the day the

main deck that was barred to|Pueblo was seized.

Such a Nansen cast was be-
ing performed when North Ko-
rean warships were sighted by
the Pueblo. .

Mr. Tuck, a trim, smiling man
with a checkered sports jacket,
had performed a similar mis-
sion on the Pueblo’s sister ship,
the Banner, in watérs off- the
Soviet Union and China.

Harassment Seemed Routine |

“Initially, I felt no reason for:
alarm on. this particular day!
when we came under surveil-
lance,” Mr. Tuck said. “On the|
Banner, off the Russian coas
they placed us under surveil-|
lance with trawlers. There was
mild harassment. It seemed to
be a routine practice of the
Communist states. i

 “It looked just like Russian.
harassment.”

Pueblo crewmen recounted
before the court of inquiry -the
events when North Korean sub-
marine chasers and torpedo
boats opened fire and seized|
the intelligence ship.

Radio Frequency Change

The crewmen remained un-
wavering in their support of
Commander Bucher.

“I think he’s the best com-

ithe whole record myself, both
lwith regard to the individual
'guilt or innocence of the peoplg;
involved, andalso with. regard:
‘to the even more important-0b4 .-
ljective of seeing to 1t that this
kind of incident can be avoided;
in the future.” o
The Navy has gone to gret

. lengths lately to make the

point that the crew’s guilt is not,
at issue. Adm. Thomas H. =
Moorer, Chief of Naval Opera--
tions, issued a statement Jan. 23
in which he stressed that the
Pueblo ingiry was not a court-
martial ‘and” that the guilt or;
‘innocence of the.crew was not.
at stake. -
| A press spokesman at the:
,’White House said later that:
Mr. Nixon had wished to make
clear that he would give the
Pueblo matter .a thorough'
review. :

most of the crew. This space, in| A Nansen cast involves low-imander I've ever served|
which only a dozen persons|ering specially designed bottles|under,” said Radioman 2d clL|
could fit, was filled with secret |into the sea to take subsurface Lee Roy Hayes. of Columbus, |
papers, radios and hypersensi-jsamples of water. The samples |Ohio, a Navy veteran of six
_|tive electronic equipment. are used to determine the pres- |years. | :

Comdr. Lloyd M. Bucher, thelence of microscopic forms of| The  thin, red-haired radio-
skipper, has said privately that|life and to make sc‘é}ltiﬁc man told of his efforts to trans-|
the crewmen’s knowledge of the \measurements, along with tem- mit S O S messages on the l




