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By RICHARD £, MEYER
Assdociated Press Viriter
CORONADO, Calif. AP =

g The Pueblt’s navigator denied Tuesday

that the intelligence shivp intruled inside North Korean territorisl
waters but conceded that|fhe ship’s own log showed such intrusions.
He blamed faulty equlpméWt for the 1tg entries,

Lt. Zdward R, sharphy” Jre 018 a Favy court of Inguiry that _

11 of the intrusions’ claimed by North Koreans at a news conference
last September were baged on recordings made by the ship?s main
navigational device, called a Loran system, ‘

But Murphy, the ship’s exeiutive officer, sald the sevice maje
consistent errors of as much as five miles and that Pueblo navig
had to compensatie for such errers 1n determining the ship®*s actu
location,
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v comment that at no time between the day we
got underway tn 11 January, 1968, to the Jay of the capture on
28 January, 1968, did the USS Pueblo violate the i2-mile 1imit
claimed by korth Korea, 9? yurphy said. ,

durphy, Iirst Pueblo crewma | aside from ‘skipper Lloyd e Bucher
to testifylpublicly5 was folljowed to the stand by Lte Stephen
Harris, whd was in chs : ,

e ge of fhe ship’s intelligence section.
darrig earlier testirfied five| hours secretly about what the Navy
described as classified infogation ., :

Jurphy supperted Bucher s statement that the ship was “‘heavily
outgunned *s and backed up each of Bucher’s decisions. Bucher '
also had denied intruding into North Korean waterss.

Boyish-faced with thirning black hair streaked with gray, Murphy,
«1, sptke clearly and deliberately to the court of five aamirals
investigating the capture of the Pueblo last year .

Six intrusions claimed by the North Koreans were based on erroneous
entries in the Pueblo’s vosition log by one of his subordimate
navigators, Murphy said. Others were based on markings that appeared
as iienﬁafied location fixes on charts the Pueblo was using at
the time of her capture, Murphy added, ~
He gald one of +the nositions taken from the log would even have
been impossible for Lhe 8hip to reach, '

*¥The man navigator maklng this recording recorded a TLoran
reading without going through g complete process of verification
and evaluating if for 1itg accuracy, ’? Murphy said., o

Uthers would have been impossible t0 reach’at its top speed,
ne added, -

A Loran system determines locatlion by radio waves from beacons
in various locations., Murphy said part of the trouble with the
Pueblo?s! system was due to storm and atmospherie conditions during
late night ana early morning hours, ‘ ‘

Like Bucher, Murphy stood before a chart of 17 Comnunist elaims
of intrusion, pointed at some and denied them. He also voiced
support for Bucher®s decision in surrendering the Pueblo,
Referring to Navy regulations which say commenders should not
surrenderwaﬁ-1tﬁg~as"%hey»h&ve“ﬁowerwtﬁ—P@Sisﬁ-~Bueﬁer’ﬁ~a€ternuy,
Le illles Harvey, asked Murphy whether he thought Bucher had
this power when- North Koreans came aboard, .

**I can say the declsions I was aware of, including the one
about which we’re talking, esgentially were the oneg T would ‘
have made if the captaln would have rfallen to enemy .fire, *s Murphy
replied, i
- 'L can see no difference in the end result, sir.s»
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Hear Adm, HEdward Grimm2 who pregsed Murphy hard about the details

of his navigation, asked whether he agreed with Bucher’s decisions
before the vesggsel was boarded ., . )

‘A executive officer, *?* Hurphy replied, °°I didn®t have all

the information the captain had . But e¢sgentially mv actions wonld
have. been essentlally the ‘same,*® =

Murphy said the Pueblo was outgunned by the North Koreans who
took her captive, Referring to the Pueblo’s two 50 caliber
mchine guns plug some hand weapons Murphy saids

*‘It 1s not my opl ion that we could have held up against any
ship « ., o that hag any greater armaments than we had. It wasg’
delense only apgainst n ship of equal stature, a small coastal
ransport with say .50 ealiber machine guns o . 3 s8mall type
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of boat not normally heavily armed. From the very instant we,
were outgumned, Thers’s no question about 1t.°°

~Murphy also Spoke at length about the death of fireman Puane
BgLges, 21, of Creswell, Ore. - : )
Lodges was hit in the leg and abdomen when Dorth Xorean gunboat
Lired on the Pueblo after demand 1t heave-to, ! phy, also the
ship®s medical officer, said he wag with Hodges at the end and

be died *‘resting €aBY ¢4
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