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GA-jR 0.2'4..44 t  Ca 1 i i . AP • - '2 he admiral who supervised  tho Pueblo' 	

i743,7 ? P 5 .2u:io -ILL Bt 	* 
• By Ri Cr:114HD • .L. ..d.E1' ...1,R 

Associated. Pra 	triter  

. said Wednesday he• na:d no ::.;31s to help when rforth Kore7.tns e.ttacked 
tr.i(.: in te iie,ence• ves..,ei- and T.,:fo.i. es . an,a ships in other c bran-ands 
were unavailable or too far away . ...• 
The Pueblo's two ...C.'-caliber machine pUins, he added,. . "did not 

Lt-..ppear to:-  me to provide a .0.43.nificant 'd.efense caTability.." "• 
.1.tear AdM. iranIt L. J ohnson-, com:Aa:t.:J.er• of naval forces in Japan 

when --aftr7tingtc-rees.  seized a year ao and its crew imprisoned, 
testified. at, a court of inquiry.--first. open session after three  

\o:  Secret testimony. 
Li 	

. • 
a e il arer sessianz .iti..e Puoblo"s •ski Tyner ., Cmdr. LQLOYI) ....•.I. Bucher, 

Lao. said he asked L or help after • liorthK01^3,!..11-1 ?' - oat c onened 
lire . b 	 ;- 'cut got none'; that he had asked for bier runs but Foot 
none; • arid tat . L:..tcili tics f or destroying secret papers aria .e.r.ir 
we,2:: e inadequate. 	 . 
Johiison 

 
sr 	the ilavy,  checked the PQMBLO*S.SYSPEKI OF DE•STROYING 

cirA6 6 -..C.J.-ria) 2,••;Aft..i.i1A.L.  IN :T .I.r'VEITT a ATTA.CK, ,BUT IT WAS ONLY 
"inforilial.., 	 . 

.. ti OillaS On 9  - Z1CV7 o or:Li:ander of to 1F,tia :Laval District in Seattle" 
••f -asa ., z old the-  Ii Vs -admiral. c curt-which • can re c om-nend anythihr,.  
a:r (Din cce. c or zkti ons to courts • me.rtial-that even the nuclear powered 
aircraft • carrier Enterna.'ise couldn't heln the Pueblo. .: 

• it was too far away-, he saic:., and. her • planes couldn't Operate 
out of .dapan becatoo of an agreement with that country that forbids 
using dc...pano.t•sed aircraft in en7aFements with unfriendli forces. '- 
.'rear Adm. '1.arshalf W.hite of t."- e court Said.: "Then we rea.117 

• .aa.t..L a cohtingency plan to use forces that didn't e:.,Eist . There 
was no he4 available for her2' • 	 , 
. A:ewer; ".1.o forces were availazia to me.'' 

6.. "Then there were no forces readily available to come to 
• the assiStance of the Pueblo as I understand your an call arranc-;:ement 

' with the bth. Air fierce and the 7th kleet 79  ' 
A.. "The-,,.7 the forces) were instructed to p:c into •ac tion any ( 

•ti:le tat--.-;y received wtrd from any .source: that assistance was needed. 
. .i-.:;ut each corflAand had to F,o back as far az CINC-PAC Comlander 

la chief fer the Pacific to :et final 'authorization to use these 
• forces at the time of an incident, T44.11E i,,":.0.H Air korce was the 

military organization w."...ii oil had available within a reasonable 
• aiStance any aircraft-not from • ,an but primarily from Okinawa • 

arid . possibly from South Korea, a It la OUgh It wee .somewhat difficult .  
at least at 47 leverr b-letermine what availability there mir7int 
i:'-i'. in .6outh Korea .' ,-.• 	, 	 , 
fk. "jkinawa was so far it would not have been too feasible'' 

. A., ," 4As you are aware, the distance is .5(.)0 miles from 03rinar.7a ." ' 
. Roar Adz. ri4ward. •G•rimai• ' "I•"'ere there any c ommuni, Ca ti ons ...with 

'.:1,•1.-W,..P.A0 during' the incident?'"  
• A. "The telephone was used. -I believe the first call was a.bout 

:., ;.•?'0 1.1.m. to .QIi•;c-PAC, 
.Liii) I was adviSed. teat tiic i-:•:?th Air Force rePorted d. 3 la 77 at '0 0 S Si b1.7 
about. three hours before •i; hey could have aircraft in the area.' 

j 0.1MS On told the court he was not in favor of ar:ilin., intel.lir?-anco 
ships , 

.h2:..i k'',,ucceosully carried. -out 1,6 missions in unarmed status 
ah. I conSidered ti•ais a g co. basis for continuinF this type of 
irii ': 3, on unarmed., " " he said,. 1' 'I did consid.er -they the „?unE,' 

•,...t.'6 We 1 i be provocative ...I was concerned about the reaction 
,.• to thris are 	status. 
i w 'and the addition of two .y30-calibers did not 2.-o-near to :10 . 	f 	 .  

O -.0rovide a sinificant cair..b115 t 7 • 9  ) 
4) 

 
son saia the 	'1,„alLcortasa,?2,..,144,grPo....t1 on of ' 	Pueblo's 

() destruct secret material was made by Lt. •. 	Bt•oolr.s. 77IFF 
tarraTy-76a.S. ' 	 Tertify at the inguir 
.BUcher has testified that his destruct caul-1,1_ nr; vv.:2; .Lire axes 

ea d sie(fge rvimmers, instead of explosives he wanted. 1 
Ano on was a s ke d whether s waz satisfied with the action ta'ccn 

by his staff at the time of the Incident. 
I vas satisfied 	the action tak:,r, 	stfT„ 	]1e 0-At . 

- ;o.,neTur aId such an o.certio/ before 



c7i' .Bucherls. sta.tedient that •cglinu ...,pg ti ono with Ja-nn were. some,tiraes 
difficult, . involving-  _delays o'ir--. rOarS., -.36'hi'iS'otr-scr,,,:i?! --he W a s aware 
of *4certe,In difficillties . 9. '' jaratiese mount?ins, be sa4  i.-  - rr '' _Lt -!,• l':,,A., 
it harti.. .t, o.  iir.1.: ire cluenO-ies , ----ff.--,'-"'---------  - 
Aki,j04. ,1:Le cusidered this critical, ils said; -"I did not...  
mereas ...no instanc that anT.time this created a critical =anent. 
in oneration2..$•,  
Johnson s'aid that -i.; o •olpyrort Lite lli ;.7.7E.Ince. missions ho "reouested.  

tuat ,.the bth Ail'. korce 777iroviao ci.ircrait assistanee a s7,ecial 
alert: of aircraft on the runwas and that the commanier of the 
Yth.  ,16,0-t assiF:n me a destro7er to re Main abow. 70. .41.133.  diince 
ovef thenoriaen." • • 	, 
_ Tne,ILir- 10ree -Or ovided the• snecial ale-rt  „ he said, ird--, • in 
least one instance-, for angry inclii...:::ence .,-I'L:7-ioy,-, off S'h• 
tfle destrortor was not provde 
'41he y, directeU a .destroyer fro t le Taiw= 	'eh se -patrol 
to remain in he =thorn sector of 'this 6:::71anhai ratrol area, 41  
wt

o 
 . said. -4.-4It had a reaction ti Me of . r, hours. This than became.  

1.;re or • less the standard procedure for roguestin s-oecial 
,4r-suriace sun-port .$.#. r- To. g. €-:-.6 , t.ae sulyport, ..he said, he haa to ask it from the. coma.71,.der 
of the ritn Yieot-, who wouLl relay it t o tho commandor of the • . 
P:o1fic I'leet„ wno lad to .go to the comanler of •Pacific ''or cos 
to .:::.;t ilhal authorit.L7. . -: 	• 
i.el destroyer ustia.11y was started ..'..ril-1::: themessA:e • axcha-:- 7.3 

and recalled if'7717)rOvai.- wasn,t ::7.-.veilile s6.id. 
-;,ii0,2,-,,,g, .7,1, ....7,_ ,„- --... 



2,,dd Pueblo ibyleewyyfLA 
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Ine on-call concep-'t af supsnort forces came under criticism. 
c. Vice Ilumiral• hareld (:i.•Bowenresidort of the court; 44 Tbe • 

an-c:6.711 concept is misleaq.nE then., sinpe 1eth.inf7 zjaS on c1Ji' 
A. O iflSOflt 	was Understood to be on call . . 	xeSction 

•,21i-,,:o was to be an •hour and thirty'minutes on liaison with the 
• a. Air 'orce . 	. this on-call" concert, like 'any,  on-call situation, 

:•Lndent-- en • .1; Lie situation. and the avaiiiThilltv to tae lf,,hatever 
aotion posaible.1) 	• 

Beweni "Well,. it cortaitly didn't take care of the situation 
and therefore is susroct in its validitY1/ /  . 	• 

-,jo..ion said' he thought the risk in the Pueblo mission was minimal 
,...•oc-..1.we a U.S. Vessel had not boon attacked durinp 'peace. time 

Lir 	years. 
• if you were a-  bettinF; man. I would SurTest that!  a bookmaker 

gi VE3 you sten fantastic odds that .aven someone cc rich • 
nmard Ju02.es could not ray off on that bet.'' 

• •T h., at one point, Johnson turned to Bucher and said 
to assure . the , court and comman5or Bucher an 

Ci - w zarti;. had I been convinced that Shir was in jearail7 
ver have 'sent the shin on that missIon without • -e"..    

•••.: 	C 	• 	 . 

1,*;n Jc;h1- ao,2 21-L•TiL an earlier statement that Bucher had. been 
• all 	traininp:' 4 '■ 	and all the destruct drifl 

O COU1C 
tA.Lnt or: also saida cain commander s;lould not take "too literally" 

rules a;.,:ainst :jettisoning secret material in water less 
:.CC fathoms deep.. 

ihD 
 

Jr.... testified that ne Ito.c not at his headquarters when 
• PuebiOs first uroent rdeas for help arrived. 

I-  was in Tokyo attendin the annual Pacific Comand Trorical 
u.Yglon 0.onference, 	Johnson said. 	• 
*7 I MS Called to the telenhehe 	, my chief of staff told 

* Pue 

	

	2 1 .rouble.' lie sai , 'She may be gone.' 9 9  
ceuldn"t be p.11-tiained on an unclassified 

22,epheno, tenna on said he didn't catch the immediate si0-aificance- 
aslced' whether t.Le ,3-th Air oroe and. air-sea rescue had. been 

.2.,rtr2d. e said il12 chief of staff answered 7c2. 
ached. tlie eel of staff to et me a helicontor so I could. 

o the bb.so 2  :5  .5  Johnson saiL . 4 L took off at 
, . arrived. at lar-.:aaquarto'rs a 

• th.oh, ne said.; the Puobit had. ,sent its last ;Tlessape and had 
ustia oil the air for thirty minutes. 
• :•,.!:,:,••en 	Lila staff had made no roc:1119st for 7th Fleet a ssistanco 

Lorces were. not -rositionod close enouth to help. 
.J.2. 1.n•L staff they had. taken nroner action in makinp; basic 

sane anythinE different172 3 / asked Cart. Tilliam 
oa 	cou.as or the court.  

- "It's difficult for an individual to -nlace himself back into 
tho situatio../ 1  Johnson said. 

cant ;,,,ot the fec-;. I ci the confusion and. T.T,6ssurez, so Im 
not sure wats I would. have done. 

ui as an aitertnought there was nothir„;:: I would have done 
was not acne by my staff . 3 / 

Vht'b cL0 You think of the ororation 	Asked A. ;,Liles irve 
une of Bucher "a a,;t ernez,is . , it)s a completely different ball r-ame now, 9 9  Johnson said, 
aLi.d.inL that Pueblo-type vessels ereratinr' rear =friendly con..sts' • 
dre 

 
no ,I.oner safe under the roconized, code,  of freedom of 

no open sea./ ) 
Jan 


