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Buchcr Pzts Moral Judgment Against Naval Code

By BERNARD WEINRAUB |
Special to The New York Times
CORONADO, Calif.,, Jan. 26
—His face is wan and haggard
He stands tautly before the five
admirals, breathing heavily and
|clenching his fists. His lip

quiver ‘'when he speaks of the|;

first days in North Korea.

“My state of mind,” he says
softly, “there was a great dea
of thought

state of mind.
would have like to
have rested, but I
was thinking.

News
Analysis

could I sleep. I

can’t explain why. I have never||
in my life experienced anything|j
of that nature. It was just not||

possible for me to close my
eyes. So after I had been up
for three days,
broken, I did relax.”

Comdr. Lloyd Mark Bucher|!

recounts his story of the seiz-
ure of the Pueblo in a mono
tone that rarely breaks. He ap

pears tired and powerless before
the admirals who sit behind an|

elevated table and watch him
at the Court of Inquiry on the
naval base here.

And yet, standing before this|

Court of Inquiry, Commander
Bucher has placed himself in

a rebellious position where he

is challenging the court’s five
admirals, the naval . establish-
ment and even the Govern
ment. .

He has told the admirals
that the Navy rejected his
numerous pleas for a ‘“destruct
system,”. damage control gear,
alarms and more phones on
the Pueblo, which carried mil-
lions of dollars worth of secret
electronic equipment. T

An Unlikely Rebel

Even his last-minute efforts
to buy dynamite—to be used
in the event the Pueblo was
captured—were fruitless.

Commander Bucher has told
of confusing orders from naval
superiors about the use of the
two-50-caliber machine guns
on the ship and equally con-
fusing replies from naval head-
quarters in Japan to the Pue-
blo’s feverish pleas for help as
North. Korean torpedo boats
and subchasers opened fire
Jan. 23, 1968. <

‘His emotional challenge to

the Navy, however, goes far|

surrounding my|é

118
could not eat nor|j

I had been||

pog

Associated Press.
Comdr. Lloyd M. Bucher ar-
riving for yesterday’s meet-
ing of the court of inquiry.

deeper than equipment short-
ages or indecision. He is chal-

|lenging the fundamental naval

doctrine:
ship.”

He is pitting a basie naval
code against a basic moral
judgment.

“I saw no point in senseless-

ly sending people to their
deaths,” he repeats over and
over. :
He has emerged as a dra-
matic figure who has laid bare
the inadequacies and contradic-
tions that sometimes confront
an officer who has to make de-
cisions that may have enormous
repercussions.

“Don’t give up the

At first glance, Commander

Bucher is qu1te an unlikely
rebel. A Navy veteran of 16
years, he has an impeccable
record. He -served mostly on
submarines before “taking over
s first- command, the Pueblo.
He: is ‘politically conserva-
tive, with a fondness for Wil-

liam F. Buckley' Jr, and Ayn|

Rand; the author. On  weekends
in San Diego, Commander
Bucher—whom friends call Pete
—and his wife, Rose, often vis-
ited a local mghtclub the Four.
Winds, . to. dance foxtrots and
rumbas.

and - little is ‘known "of his

| [father. At the age of 1, he was

adopted by ‘Mr. and Mrs. L. B.

& | Bucher of Pocatello, Idaho. One
| lyear later Mrs.
! land the boy was placed in al.
series of children’s homes and 1

Bucher died,
orphanages
He left the orphanage in 1945

termaster second class.
He. attended. the Umver51ty

up .‘for the Reserve- officer
candidate program and was
commissioned an ensign in the
Naval Reserve. He reported for
active duty in 1954 and has re-
mained in the Navy since then.

A Father to Crew

Clearly, his early life and his
decisions as commander of the
Pueblo are intertwined.

“He wasn’t just a commander|

to the crew,” saygp a friend.
“He was paternal,

understand each man.
“They were like sons to him,,

and he was like a father, and|
the idea of ever giving them up,|
like he had been given up when|
he was a kid, was very hard,|

éspecially when they were
totally outnumbered.”
Seeking to obtain the confes-

sion that the Pueblo was on'a|
mission. for the Central Intelli-|

gence Agency in North Korean
waters, officers ‘beat Com-

mander Bucher repeatedly. He|
refused to sign the confession.|:

Then the North Koreans
threatened to kill him, placing
a revolver twice against “his
head and pressing the trigger.

: Commander Bucher S mobher, :
Nola; Baxter, "died in childbirth,

A.serious student, he was|:
later placed in Boys Town, Neb.|

to. join the Navy for two' years||
and was discharged as-a quar-|

deeply in-|
volved with everyone, trying to |

Then they threatened to kill
his crewj‘one by one. Recounting
this, Commander Bucher began
to- weep. )

“'I'hey told me they ~would
start with the .youngest man|
first and shoot-them in that
order, and I was convinced that|"
they were. animals,” he: said..
I was. convinced, however
that they would shoot: my peo-
ple, and that they were des-
perate to get this confession,
and I told them at that time,’
I said, T will 51gn the con-
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