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MOORER DEFENDS

Says Navy Searches for
‘Facts—Not Scapegoats’

By FRED P. GRAHAM

Speclal to The New York Times

CHICAGO, Jan. 25—The Chief
Saturday night that the Navy

scapegoats” in its court of in-
quiry into the capture of the
intelligence ship Pueblo.

Adm. Thomas H. Moorer
urged the American people “to
be patient, not to prejudge, and
to have full trust and confi-

cedures of the inquiry board.

before a speech to the Fellows
of the American Bar Founda-
tion, Admiral Moorer said that

lic had misinterpreted the

of inquiry.
The warning was to the ef-
fect that Commander Bucher

without a fight.

Admiral Moorer explained
that this was a routine legal
procedure used formally to in-

others at the court of inquiry
would be protected. .

. Press accounts of the warn-
ing incident reported that Com-
mander Bucher was visibly
stunned and shaken by the
warning. Some reports said that
tears welled in his eyes.

But Admiral Moorer said
Commander Bucher had been
advised in informal proceedings
prior to the open hearing that
this warning would be given at
the appropriate time.

“Such a warning was not un-
exgecte_d by Commander Bucher
or his counsel,” Admiral Moorer

the Navy is deeply troubled—
that what was a routine and
totally correct legal procedure
has been widely misinter-
preted.”

Admiral Moorer's Pueblo

dinner tonight, The dinner is a
highlight of the American Bar
Association’s midwinter meet-
xing at the Palmer House Hotel
here. ’
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