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WASHINGTON AP — Adm, Thomas He Moorer the Navy®s chief, sald
Saturday **The Navy is searching for facts—not scapegoats—?*in
its inguiry into the surrender of the spy ship Pueblo 40 the North
Koreans.

Moorer pledged as chief of naval overations, to ensure full
yrotection of the rights of Cmdr. Tloyd Me Bucher, the Pueblt’s
captain, and of all o’snorq appearing before a w“vw court of ingulry
now szﬁtlng inh Californisz. ;

He afpma ed to the Amer¢car peorle **tt be patient, not to prejudge,
and to have full trust and confidenea9* that the quirv is ““b ing
carried out by experienced men of lreat integrity wh
the welfare of our country at heart.?’ '

The four-star aam ral described himself and the Navy 28 deeply
troubled that leg vroceiure in the court nrocmeqing ‘has
been widely misirtc vreted . ,

Moorer referred to the rimlﬂF controversy in Cong
‘which developed this week when the lawyer for the court

maneu Bucher he wag sus pected of violating a Navy eulation
rrohibiting ship commadwer from rcrmiitjw« he -se]g to be
SEchU@; or seiged **as lov > a8 they have the “ov“v to resist.?’

The possibility of a court mﬁrulal was fﬂ1>6ﬂ by this cfficial.

Bucher received this formal warnine Wednesday, two days after he had
testified that Navy superiors had turned ¢ hig request for =
system to destroy his S%ﬁ“’ gsecret equipn guickly.

He testified he recommended this dnd other improvements for his
ship before sa111p; from the Unlted btﬁb@s for duty in the Western
Paclfic~a voyvage which ended Jan. 2%, 196 with the selgzure of the
Puehlo and the 5@ cfficers and men a%ow ;

d and their captivity for 11

and elsewheres

ictated by legal
5,1 Jjudgment on. Bucher*s
conduc 't o

Sen, Peter bominick¢ R~Co0lo., a member of the Senate Armed Services
Committee, accused the Navy hridav of . ““trying to aspgess bhlame on
the commander, whereag the” blame ought to be on the people who did
not su{miy equipment + « o and who did not have conting®ncy nlans

to bac im up.?? ¢

The Pentagon eistributed Moorer’s statement as he was flylng

to ﬂ}meaggo t0 gypesk before the Amariaam Bar Foundation. He planned

.. t'o tack the statement “on to hls prepared speech dealing with the

rige of Soviet naval DoWer.and what he sees a8 an urgent need to
moaf“I'P.fL'?G “’€‘ J.u. i
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The Pentagon xxx U.Se Fleet, “

The E%ntapOh digtributed Moorer’s statement as flew to

Chicago to adress the American Bar Association. He taclked the statement

on t0 ﬁlm rrepared speech deallng with the rise of Soviet naval

nower and whal he sees as an urgent need to modernize the U.S.
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carried Ly he Pueblo, because 1t ig a year
H WOULD HOT SAY IF Tﬁib quhaRuIT EQUIP
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4 ship*s orders and equipment are ”“dC§irqnﬂ to cover the mission
the ship is on, Wh&bever that might be, *? Moorer said,

Woorer said Russian spy ships are iop%ovoi around the world in

large numne¢u, are not armed de ma ke no ﬁfzovt to hide since all

0 ernte “‘oq e high 8 . g%La Puehlo did.

A 08?‘W% ?ﬁQWéSman Su d Moorer decided ﬁrld Ay tO 8pedi puuvlrc.ly on
the Pueblo issue and tbat ne was mot vrompted in this by higher
authoritye. ; ;
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AT ﬂ hicago press conference befare de ering his sneech, Hoorer
sald currehL UeSe 8py 8hips *‘*have the %est equipment we can
supply them.’s This is diljaver in some c<%cu9 fror




