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By RICHARD &, whvir | |

Assoclated Press Writer T :

CORONADO, Calif. AP = Cmir. Lloyd Bucher says ,
Pueblo crewmen made hundreds of attempts to let the folke
back home know that the 8pylng confessions were phony-=hbut most
were intercepted by their Nor%h Korean captors and followed
by severe beatings. »

This testimony by the intelligence ship’s gkivper was reported
by a Navy spokesman who briefed newsmen on Bucher®s five
hours of closed-door testimony Friday before a Navy court
of inquiry. - ‘

Capt, Thomas Le Dwyer, chief of staff for intelligence
1or the commander of U.S. Naval forces in Japan when ‘
the Pueblo was seized a yéar ago, Tollowed Bucher to the stand.
All of Dwyer®s and most of Bucher’s testimony Friday
was daescribed as classified information by the Navy. Bucher

w+had spent the previous four dags 4 fpeduently anguished testimonvy
in public. He was releagsed fiom appearances, subject )
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ifying in closed s@Esion today and was ;b
ionday by Capte William H. Everett, @perations

be followed today ar v (
. officer for the commander of Us.Se naval forces in Japan, C@nt.
Forrest A. Pease and then Rear Adm., Frank L. Johnson,
~ Johnson was com ler of navel forces in Jdvan and Bucher®s
spuperlor at the time of the capture. Pease was
In Washington &6th graf
Rilobogpe.Jan. 2o o o .
- Dwyer resumes testifying in closed session today and is to
‘be followed by Capt. Forres§iils Pease and ‘then Rear
Adme Frank L. Johnson., JohnSon was commander of UeSe ,
naval force® in Japan and Buclier’s superior at the time of
the capture., wpease was hls chief of s8taff.
In Washlngton, Senate Democratic leader Mike Mansfield
of Montana and Sen. Peter Ha Dominick, R-C0l10., ,
talked of committee hearings into all aspects of the Pueblo
‘capbure. - ' :
Dominick asserted that the Navy was trying to blame
Bucher rather than the offiecials who denied him the
means 'to destroy the ship’s secret equivment. He said he .
Tfelt the armed services committee, of which he is a member should
have a hearing., ) ' '
Mansfield sald he thinks the Forelgn Relatlons committes,
of which he 1¢ a member, and the Armed Services Committee
will want to inquire into all aspects of the seizure.,
Gapf. Vincent Thomes, informatlon officer for the commender
of the Pacific Fleet, gave newsmen a briefing of Iriday’s
testimony. He declined to elaborate on the classified
material, other than to say it concerned the *‘*mission and
operation of the Pueblo,.?®
The unclassified materia, he said, inzluled Bucher’s
testimony that the Eorth‘ioreans &iscovere& " “hundreds
of signals sent home by the crew to tell the Thited States:
-their spying confessitns were phony.?®? )
- _He mentioned a now-famous photo, widely distributed by North
Korea and supposedly showing contented prisoners, who
actually were giving a well=-known signal of contempt.
"'Cmdr, Ducher observed that after publication in the .
UeSs of the photo which showed crewmen maling ‘the internationally
recognized gesture?’ the North Koreans reviewed all their
propoganda Iilms, letters, etc., and discovered hundreds
of simllar signals?®?® sald Thomas.
It 'was at this jwmecture that the entire crew received severs
beatings. ‘ '
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-Bucher, WLO wept and. bfoke down as he told an open session
Thursday of death threats to himself and his crew before he

conf@sse& to spylng, was serious and solemn as he entered the closed

Whew he came out ﬁuflnw a recess, he said he wa s **much
elaxed’? and that “the session ‘*went well.

seourt of five ddmxrals could recommend anj+hinﬁ from medals
to court maTULml. Bucher was told Wednesday that he is suspected
of violating HNa LYY rogul&uionu in surrezderiny his

ship witﬂouu a flght.

Since the court convena& Monday, Bucher hao,recclvei nearly

200 telegrams—all of them symnatnetic, gald K. Mlles Jarvey,

Bucher’ g ClVlli an attorney. A Navy spokesman sald the
court of inguiry has received a lar‘e number of telegrams,

“but deeclined to discuss their c¢ontent.

Laomas, renortin on Bucher?’s Friday testimony, ”Ql&ﬁ
. Bucher **sald the crew was told by tne North ?b "ea
’h&*‘it was not desired that they hecome LOMWHMLQJV, but only

that they understand communism. He s&id that none of his crew

Dtc e membews of the Communist party. \

- *%He said three or four searches were conducted during the

veriod of econfinement to agcertain whether any crewmen were openly
gracthing religion. Hé thought the North Koreans did not want
their guards to see any evidence of reliwlous practices,

*¥7o pass the time,??’ Thomas said, °“*the crew Mﬂmhers started
.writing several uOOkSu One was a song book of rock ‘ns "
‘roll gongs uomvvled by the youn ger memb rs of. the"crew and mpassed
around during ubif captivity ‘
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