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PUSBLO wnd L ' .
By RICHARD B WEYIE
Associated Press Writer o ; ] N
CORCHADG, Calif,.. AP _— The captain .of.ihne Pueblo, after-four.
days of sometimes anguished public tesiimony, spent five hours
pehind closed dcors Friday describing to a Navy court of inguiry
further aspects of Lis ship’s capture and the captivity of his
Crewe ‘ . : :
Cmdr . Lloyd M. Bucher was excused at mld-afternoon from further
appearances, subject to recall, and Capt. Thomas L. Dwyer took

tﬁe stand . Dwyer was chief of staff for‘in%elligenQe for the
commander of U. S. Naval forces in Japan when the Pueblo was
sélged a year ago by North Koreans . :

A Bavy information officer, Capt., Vincent Thomas, held a briefing
for newsmen after the dey’s session. He said everything in Dwyer’s
testimony and most of Bucher’s was_classifled informetion, but
outlined the nonsecret portion of Bucher’s testimony.

Thomzs declined to elaborate on the clasgified material othe:

than to say it concerned ‘‘the miseion and operation of the Pueblo.?’
The convenlng order of the eourt says secret pesplons may be
peld¢ only for matters which ars classifled, which the dictlonary
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defines ag redulring tection in the interest of national defense.
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Ut o Bucher’s superiors were to testify behind closed
d oor Tuesday . ir statements, the skiprer’®s atftorney
told would ucial 0 Ll ' :

The ;0ld Buel nesdal T violating

t O NC
118 could recommend anything from medals
vonse to & newbman?’s question, a Navy
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‘severest sentence Bucher counld recelve
d be dismissal from the service and

two years in prison. ' :
Thomas sald The unclassifled information discussel
session included testimony by Bucher that North Koreans discovered
“Shundreds of signals sent home (by the crew) to tell the United
States their spylng confessions were phony. | “

itifter publication of the now famous photo in
(in which the Pueblo crewmen gave 2 sign of vulga
the North Koreans went back and reviewed all of their propapal
materials,?®? said Thomas, o

He said Bucher tesiified that about this time—last Dec, 12-mlmost
the entire crew received gsevere beatings. w0 ‘ '

$'gycher said the North Koreans triedmpécifld hard line Communist
indoctrination on them, ?? Thomas said,“and told the crew the
United States has been .committing ageresslive acts ag i
country since the UeSeSe General Sherman was wrecked on thelr
shores in 1866. '

The North Koreans conducted three or four searches te
whether 4hy of the crewmen were practlcing any religl 1
sa1d Bucher testifled, bécause théy dId not want their guar
t0 see any religlous actlvity.

Bucher aliso sald some of hisg crewmen wrobe books durling their

o n

captivity inc one book of rock®n’roll songs_ by one of

the younger n of the crew and languﬁ&e textbooks from memory
T e s « e Yo %, o ¥ j 2% - T - ey P - > |

in Japanese, Spanish and German, Thomas sald.

said the book mggin¢1uaing the language texts by communications -

erts among the Pueblo crew, were .confiscated. '

_Thomas sald Bucher?’s civilian attorney, L. Mile

veen provided the securlty checks and cleara

attend the closed session. p

‘He said Harvey and Bucher®s military counsel, Capt. Jomes Keys,

*had the opportunity $o question the other witness and they )
ubilized the opportunity.?* o

AL Lok

Bucher, who wept and broke down as he told Thursday of death
threats to himself and his crew that preceded his confession ‘
of spying, was serious and silent as he entered the closed sessione
M%henﬁhe came out at one polnt, during a recess, he sald he was
s4puch more relaxed??® and that the sesslon *fwent well.??
* Thomas seid Dwyer would continue his testimony at 10 a.m. Saturday,
and would be followed on the stand by Capt. Forrest A, Pease

and Rear Adm. Frank L. Johnson, commandeér of U. S Naval forces

in Japan and Bucher’s superior at the time of the capture. Peage
was Johnson®s chief of staff.

It was tos 8th graf A262LA.
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AP = The captaln of the Pueblo, after four
sometgimes angulshed public testimony, told a court of
behind closed doors Friday about secrét asmnects of its
and the captivity of its crew, ‘
sday
r, Lloyd }l. Bucher®s superiors. .
tatements, the skippers®s attorney told newsmen, would
cial>? to his client. The court has told Bucher he Is
pd of violating Navy regulations.in the surrender of his
pence ship to North Koreans without a fight a year ago.
-who wept and broke down as he told Thursday of death

0 himself and his crew that preceded a confesslon of
was serilous and sllent as he entered the sesslon. When
out at noon he said he was *°*much more relaxed?®® and
session *‘went well.®®
irt of five admirals could recommend anything from medals
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t of wltnesses Included Rear Adm. Frank L. Johnson, commander
Naval Forces in Japan when the Pueblo was seigzed, and

aing then on his staff, Thomas L. Dwyer and Forrest A.

Pease.
Peage

Johnson?’s chief .of staff while Jomnson was Bucher?®s

s
su eriéﬂﬁénd Dwyer was chief of staff for intelligence.

Lt was

Lleag for help, saylng North Korean gunboats were F

to Johnson?s headquarters that Bucher messaged urgent

Iring at the

ueblo with 57 mm cannon and machine guns.

Bucher
Japan

l}v’. -5

testified last Monday that before the Pueblo left Sasebo,

on a mission to check on transmissions from Soviet ships
and lorth Koregn radar,
two 50 caliber machlneguns ;
all else falled in extricating ourselves from

**He (Johnson) said they (the Pueblo’s
were to bé uysed in theé event that
a harrrassment

o9

sltuation Such ag had not been experienced before.??

Bucher

added’ **He was dulte sure that they would never be needed

and I was under the definite impression that everyone was not

in concurrence at Commander Naval Forces Japan that

even be

. *°I received this impression from many officers up there
they did not think that they
and felt a definite = they felt uneasy about

suns should

that
the guns ) belonged on the shiyp
putting the guns

located on the shivp. ,

on there, that we might in fact, by having the guns, draw the

type of reaction from potential enemy forces,

that we did not

want which was an attack on the ship.®?

pucher
and was

also said he did not recelve heavier guns he reguested
**hopelessly outgunned?®?® by the North Koreans.

In Washington, Democratlic Leader Mike Mansfield of Montana forecast
investigations_ of the seizure by the Senate Armed Services and
the Foreign Relations committees after the court of ingulry ends.

In Hew

the Navy that °®*harrassment?? of Bucher shou
sald Bucher 1is gétting cruel ftreatment from
apparently have no concern exce
on someone other than fhe estab%i
In Garden City, TNaYe. )
dispatch from Washing

Haven, Mayor Richard C. Iee wrote to the secretary of
1d be halted,. He
catm Navy brass who
t to fix thé blame, somehow,

shment .*? o
the newspaper Newsday sald
on that %I

| in a copyrighted
he Alr Force declded not to send

o
)

planes to help the Pueblo when 1t was attacked because there
were only a few available at the time, and hundreds of Communist

MlGs were based within range. This decision
later was concurred in by de
Jonnson,

had not

resg%ted in a worse situa
BN -XMZpps Jan.

the story said
he secretary of fense and President
degicted a8 “‘extremely relieved®® that the Air Force
‘started throwing bombs around « « « that would have
%ion than her capture.s?
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