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By RICHARD E. MEYER
Agsociated Press Writer o - L

COROWADO, Calif., AP = The sklpper of the Pueblo—tears streamihg,
his voice an anguished cry-said Thursday North Koreans attempted
to force a spying confession from him by pretending to shoot
him a8 he knelt before them, so shaken he could say onlys *°I
ltve you, Rose, I love you Roge,.?*? :

Cmdr . Lloyd M. Bucher sald he finally confessed later after
they thre&%%med to shoot his erew one by one, starting with the
oungest—and that night he tried, vainly, to commit suicide by
rowningﬂhimSelf in a water bucket, . ‘

- Bucher’s blonde wife, RoSe, sobbed and dug her fists into her
eyes as she heard her husband testify before 2 Tavy board of
ingquiry. He finally broke down, 80 a recess had to be called.
Tt BOARD HAS WARNED HIM HE MAY HAVE VIOLATED REGULATIONS BY
SURRENDERING HIS INTELLIGENCE SHIP. :

Of the confession, he saids ‘‘Some time during the night I attempted
to commit suicide %y drowning myself in a bucket of waler in
my room, but was unable to accomplish this. -

*fMentally I was qulte disturbed, partly because of the
embarrassment this confession migﬁt have cauged the United States,
fnd T realized they needed me -alive more than anyone else in
the crew for public appearances .that I was afraid of and Imew
were cominge’? :

He sald he was unable to eat or sleep for several days because
he was hauwnted by the thought that secret information in the
Pueblo had been compromised . .

Bucher testifiled sltanding during the morning session when he
‘broke down, but was seated during the afternoon sesslons He was
excused at the end of the day-subject to later recalls

The court then said 1t would hold closed sessions to discuss
clagslfled-secret—subjects starting Friday and extending through
Tuesday, with Sunday off. .
The <4]1-year-old: zrd graf NL A»Z8
DBZ55pps Jan, 27 \ &

{

' d ! : 2 4 G
A2B0LA « SR
lbylryyrezze LA . §€° FPS
Coronado Pueblo 7rd NL A254LA add$ Sunday off. V
Scheduled to appear before the closed session of the court
weres : :
¢ +4Rear Adm, Frank L. Johnson, former commander of U.S. Naval
" forcegs 1In Japan and Bucher’s superlor officer at the time the
Pueblo was captured, Johrison is presently commandant of the 17th
Naval District in Seattle,
~-Capte. Thomas L. Dwyer, assistant chief of staff for intelligence
at Navy Headquarters In Japan at the time of the capture, ‘
-~Capt. Forrest A, Peage, chief of staff for the commander of
UeSe Naval forces In Japan now and at the time of the ineident.
- =-Capt. William H, Everett, operations officer for Naval Headquarters
in Japan when the Pueblo was captured.
They will apﬁear after secret testimony by Bucher, who was
ex¥eoted to wind up hls sesslion behind closed doors on Saturday
afternoon.

The Favy sald it would frepare sunmaries of the secret sessions,
deleting all classified Informstion, and make them available

. b0 newsmen . , - B A

_The 41-year-old, etc, 3rd graf KL A278 as before
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By RICHARD E, MEYER . .
Associated Press Writer , ‘
CORONADO, Calif. AP = The skigger of the Pueblo~tears streaming,
his voice an angulshed ery-sald Thursday North Koreans forced
a spylng confession from him by E?etena ng to shoot$§im as,
he %nel -before them, so shaken he could say only$ I love
Jou Rose, I love you RoSe,** :
Cmdr, Lioy& Mo Bucher®s blonde wife, Rose, sobbed and dug her
fists into her eyes as she heard her husband testlfy before
a Navy board tf Inqulry. It has warned him he may have violated
regulations by surrendering his intelligence shinp. , ,
The 41-year-ocld officer gescribing interroggtion by his captors,
sald a North Korean shouted as Bucher knelt$ *°Kill the son of
a bitch,.?? , ) N
Bucher sdded, referring to a guard with a gun pointed at his
head$ **The gun clicked, but 1T didn’t go off, and I didn’t
hear a shell fall to the floor. I felt sure tﬁey'were going to
shoot me.*? 3
He sald his ¢aEtor$,$howed him a man they said was a South
Korean who had bitten through Hlg 11p during horrendous torture
while strapped to a wall and told him, **That®*s what happens
to sples, and you are sples, and you will get exactly the same.?’
$¢7 passed out.®’ he said, o
Bucher was ln his fourth day of testimony, describing the capture
of hils ship exactly a {ear ago and the 'Imprisonment of its crew.
He had been usually calm, sometimes tense, until he came to the
interrogatione. ' . \
_As he talked he began-tremblin%. The navy counsel, Captes William
Newsome, strode to him and reached to put a hand on Bucher’s
arm, Hig hand fell short but one of Bucher’s attorneys put his
hand under Bucher’s arm as the skipper?®s legs appeared to wobble,
The other attorney wnhooked a microphone from around his neclk
and led him from the courtroom, Couwrt was recessed, A navy
psychlatrist-medlcal_ officer, followed by Mrs. Bucher, still
weeplng and pale, followed Bucher out. : ‘ ‘
Harlier, as he appeared near breakdown, Newsome asked if he
wanted a recess. No§ Nof I would rather get this over with
nowe I am swe I can do it,?? Bucher sald.,
ﬁescribin%'his inﬁerro¢ation, Bucher sald that when he revived
after fainting a North Korean officer he nicknamed Super Colonel,
or *‘Super C,%’ geemed to de degperate. v
He sald the officer told. himé We will now begin to shoot your
crew and shoot them in your presence wntil you sign. And even
then 1f you will not sign, I will make you sign.’?
The officer said they would start with the youngest, and brought
forward Fireman 2-c Howard Bland, the %roungest. o
%I wasg not pregared for them to shoot my crew,®? Bucher said.
**I was convinced they would do it,., They were animals, I was
'not prepared to go through things 1like that, *’> he sald, stammering.
He paused, wiped his eyes, took a drink of water.
**‘I was not prepared for %his type of mental torture,®? he said.
“$T to0ld them at this time, °*I will sign this confession.’ I
did sifn 1t. I was taken back to my room and a big plateful of
§OO&hwi§h ?ggs and other goodies was brought to me.eel did not
ouc of ‘
The typewritten confession sald Bucher was a CIA,a%ent,,that
hig ship infruded Into North Korean waters, and that he was
tﬁ%éﬁng to put South Koreans ashore. ‘ ‘
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The -interrogation, Bucher said, came the day after the ship
wag selized. %t began when he was called into a room where he
later found most of his men got the severest beating of thelr
cagtiviﬁﬁ. , ‘

**They told me if I signed their confession we would be returned
home quickly, ** Bucher sald. Present were **“Super C?? and two
or three- other armed soldiers, C

$%1 refused to sign. I was t0ld I would be given two minutes
to slgn or be shot. They made me kneels An officer with a weapon
drew back the slide and stdod behind me ., Then Super C repeated,
‘you have two minutes,.?? I was relleved at the prospect of being
shote I Imew that through human torture it is possible to get
somebody tt say anything, whether they mean it or not.”?

*‘When the gun polnted at his head clicked but didn°®t fire,
Bucher sald, °°‘I knew damn well it was a game they were playing.?®’®
Two more minutes went by, Bucher said, and *°The officer said,
*He’s not worth a bullet,?®? and told me I would be beaten to
death, Two guards beat mée to the floor and kicked me and worked
me over real good. I lost consciousness after a few minutesS.esl
agsked to go t0 thebathroomes.all I could urinate was blood.?*’ .
- He was taken to anogger bullding and shown a tortured man strapped .
to a wall, he sald, They told me he was a South Korean Spg.

- He was allve.ssbut had a compound fracture of his up%er right
arm with the bjone stlcking out. He was stripped to the walse.
- He had completely bitften througheese’®? ,

Bucher broke, then contlnued, ...° ‘completely bitten through
his lower 1lip. It was hanging down. His right eye had been put
- out. Hie head was hanging downe There was a 10t 0fees Bucher’s-

voice falled momentarily seeblack matter running down his right
cheek., He was under three spotlights. I do not remember leaving
that bullding. I thought for a couple of weeks 1t had been a
- nightmare.?’ '

Larlier, descrlibing htw his ship was boarded and taken to port
without a battle, Bucher was asked by Newsomes **Had you made :
a decislon that you would acdcept incomplete destruction gof secret
gear ) when you authorized a boarding party to come aboard.*’ '

f*Y¥es, sir, I did. I assumed it had all been jettisoned with
the exceptlion of a few things Lt. Harris told me about in phone
calls to the bridge .’

He sald he noticed when touring the ship later with captors -
that **very close to 100 %er cent?? of secret gear had been destroyed.

He wasg accused after capture of belng a CIA agent, Bucher
sald~**they have CIA on the mind’’=buf he stuck to his story
that he was dolng electromagnetic research as part of the
international geophysical research operatlione. ,

He sald he was placed aboard a traln, bBlindfolded, hands tied
*‘until someone noticed my hands had burned blaclk.??

He was trangferred to a bus, he said, and taken to a three story
bullding with the crew, where they were kept for several
dayg during interrogation and were told they would be shot at
. BUNd oW 6 :

*YAs I got off the bus,*? Bucher said, ¥°I received a kiek in
th%_%mal gf_my back and another in the leg. That one really
got to me.

He had been wounded in the legs and buttocks by gunfire preceding
the capture., . ' )

He asked speveral times for care for his wounded men, Bucher
said, and it was denied. ’

“In the initlial interrogation, he said, he and his officers were .
- seated 1in front of a general Surrounded by 40 officers, ‘" The

general sald we were not prisoners of war and had no rights
under the Geneva Convention but were esplonage agents caught
red handed and then he sald we would be shot thaf day. ‘How do
you want 1t? One at a time or all together?? ~

I requested that I be shot and that the remainder of my crew be

allowed to return to the ship and to the sea and to the ited
States,,?? , : '
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Bucher sald at one point the North Koreans told him Lt. Edward
durphy, the ship®s executive officer, had confesssed. He said
he relt thls was a hoax, ‘‘which 1t was.*® -

Once he gigned the confession, Bucher said *‘*Super C** finally
answered his continuous demand to .know what was belng done for
the wounded men. He quoted the colonel as saying, T can tell
you ‘that the wounded are being taken care of .*°? »

**This ag 1% turned out was a lie,?’ Bucher said. ‘“*They got
no medical attention for at least ten dayse®? L

He sald one man was shot completely through with shrammel *fand
gangrene and other diseases, I3 guess you’d call them diseases,
assoclated with untreated wounds, set in. The stench in that
room was 80 terrible that no one could stand belng in that room
without vomiting.?®
He told of a news conference in which he gave the answers his
captors had written out for him. o :

“*ily primary thought as long as I was kept alive was to get
back to the Unlted States that our ship had not intruded,®* he
sald, %‘regardless of what coerced confession would come out
of thils captivity.s? .

Pueblo crewmen gave a well-known gesture of vulgar contempt
when they posed for a photograph the North Koreans distributed
to the Wes%. -

“Sfhen they found that out, they really turned to on me and
gave me the worst beating I received,’? Bucher sald. He said
one of his men was beaten in the stomach until his abdomen was
ruptured and *‘*his gut was sticking way out. They opened my
%oor andJstopped with his stretcher so I could sée his conditiones?
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