Transcript of News Conference Given

SEOUL, South Korea, Dec.
23 (AP)—Following is tran-
cript of a news conference
given today by Comdr. Lloyd
M. Bucher, captain of the
Pueblo, after he and 81 other
surviving crewmen of the
United States intelligence
ship were released:

BUCHER—I can’t begin to
tell you how happy my crew
is to see this side of that line
that divides this country in
two. I can’t begin to tell

“ you how totally happy we

. Commander

are to see American faces
again—even though these
faces are many miles from
thome—as well as our own.

We are f'ust so completely -
1

emotionally happy that this
day has arrived for us’ that
it would be impossible for
me to describe adequately
the feelings of my crew.

Before I say anything
further I would like to say
that T had perhaps the fin-
est bunch of men. that I've
ever had the pleasure to
serve with together with me
in captivity in North Korea.
Those guys were simply tre-
mendous. They never once
lost their spirit or faith in
the United States of Amer-
ica. Never once did they
give me any cause for con-
cern,

‘Typical Americans®

They were so typical Amer-
icans, so typical Americans
that they thoroughlv con-
fused our capters. This hap-
pened on so many different
occasions that looking back
on it now in retrosvect I
think that they couldn’t ever
begin to understand us.

“I know that some of the
things that you’re most in-
terested in are the reasons
for our capture and this sort
of thing.

Well, to begin with, I
‘would like to set the record
straight for what actually
happened the day of the cap-

- ture and during the entire op-

“eration that we conducted in
Pueblo in the Sea of Japan.
My orders for this opera-
tion were contained in a mes-
sage which I received from
U.s. Naval

. Forces in Japan, and those

orders directed me to conduct

. electronic intelligence gath-
- ering operation in the Sea of
- Japan along the coast of
- North Korea and to remain

outside of 13 . miles from.all

~ land or offshore islands.

Denies Intrusion
During the entirety of the

- operation I followed these

. orders to the letter.

I never

- once, nor did that ship,-ever

once intrude into the terri-

. torial waters of the Demo-

* cratic People’s Republic of
" Korea as they call them-

- selves, not at any time .dur-

' ing the entire operation. 1
. assured myself constantly of
. the position of that ship.

- The day we were captured

© we were some 15 to 16 miles

from shore when the North
Korean ship showed up and

-any more

began their harassment tac-
tics. t
ship because it was nothing
but a slaughter out there,
and I couldn’t see allowing
people to be
slaughtered, or Kkilling thg
entire crew for no reason.
And I just couldn’t, I
couldn’t fathom what was
happening at the time, and

tto this day I'm not sure of

everything that happened.
Orders Were Followed

But I'm sure of many things.
I'm sure that the orders that
we received were followed
meticulously as I was capa-
ble of doing. In fact, I had
prepared an order to my

- officers and officers of the

deck prior to the time we
departed on this operation
to the effect that at no time
would the ship approach
closer than 14 miles from
land without my presence on
the bridge. E

And we, on two or three
occasions, went between 13
and 14 miles from land, but
to the best of my knowledge
—which is professional, I
have spent many years at
sea—I can tell you that we
never once came as close as
13 miles from the land of
North Korea or from their
offshore islands. Not once.

And of course, these in-
structions  together  with
other instructions were cap-
tured along with us and any
of the instructions of this
nature or evidences of this
nature which - would - prove
that we had remained. out-
side of their territorial
waters were conveniently ei-
ther destroyed by them or at
least never produced.

Pressed to Admit Charges

And I could not convince
them from the beginning that
these orders were effective
on the ship, my own orders
were effective. And we went
through a harassment period
there that was never ending,

continued ' repetition  of
carges against us which
eventully, of course, were

admitted to by myself in or-
der to save’ some people
fro msome fairly serious mis-
fortunes.

But I never doubted in my
mind that the United States
Government ever considered
that I had disobeyed wilfully,
intentionally or unintention-
ally the instructions that I
had received. I've been in the
Navy too long to think that I
would have been doubted in
my capacity that I had been
assigned.

I think that I don’t know
what has been said here in
the United States since our
capture. I haven’t seen a sin-
gle piece of paper or maga-
zine other than propaganda-
type magazines, which I've
been reading for the past
year or thereabouts. I haven’t
seen anything that was print-
ed anywhere other than in
the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea. And so I

We—I surrendered the

don’t have the slightest idea
what was said ‘about me or
about. the crew.

And I want to re-emphasize
once again two things. First
of all, that the crew that
I had on board that ship
are just the most tremendous
bunch of sailors that it has
ever been my privilege to
sail with. And this includes,
of course, the two Marines

* who were aboard as inter-

preters and had just come
aboard.

Both of these marines by
this time have actually more
Navy blood, I think And I
don’t know what their inten-
tions are for their hext re-
enlistment but I'm going to
try to get them into the Navy.

The other thing Iwant to
say is and make clear — and
make this crystal clear—and
that is that no timedid the
U.S.S. Pueblo ever. intrude
into the territorial wsters of
North Korea. We never closed
land closer than 13 miles—
land or offshore ilinds.

‘We were attacked on the
open seas and we wge cap-
tured on the open siz. It is

pure and simple and gain as -

that. All the records hat we
had on the ship prove that,
and any doctoring of ne rec-
ords that has been doy since
that time in the phorr press
conferences that weheld up
North is just—woud just
never stand up to thicourt
of law.

Says Records Were Oanged

Even a grade schal Kkid .

could tell you that tk rec-

ords as they showed them -

are completely doctord and .
have no bearing wit the
truth.

I don’t know how mny of

you are familiar withdeing
subjected to one contuous
lie after another. It ws an
experience that Il hee to
think about for a longtime
in order to come to sesible
conclusions and I'll ner be
able to understand it.
. I have no further geral
statement to make expt I
do want very much to t! the
people of the United iates
how much the crew of Ieblo
and myself had faith inhem
in the entirety of our ¢en-.
tion.

I had people come tme
and say, on so many :ca-
sions, that they never ally
appreciated how good iwas
to be an American untihey
had the misfortune to ave
been captured and stucln a
country that is compiely
devoid of humanity, truful-
ness.

‘People Are No Differd’

Actually, the humity
they have is done for polical
purposes only. That wa: my
impression. The people nere
are no different than they are
in any other country. It'sjust
that the direction that they
receive has completely ‘re-
moved them from what I'm
familiar with as fellow hu-
man beings.

I have, of course, one time
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or another had a lot of time
to think. And I came to a lot
of conclusions. But I'm so
excited now though that I
would rather not try to put
them into words, because I'm
afraid I would only confuse
you as well as myself. At
some future time I will. I
wonder if there are any ques-
tions?

Q. To what degree were
you able to destroy the im-
portant intelligence equpment
and documents aboard the
ship? A, With respect to the
important documents I still

consider all those documents.

as being classified and I
consider any discussion by
myself in public as being in-
appropriate.

Destroyed Some Equipment

Q. Could you tell us if you
got rid of some or part of the
secret equipment? A, We
made an attempt to destroy
everything. Well, there—
truthfully we did not com-
plete it.

Q. Commander, you say
that you admitted the lies to
save certain people from mis-
fortune. Could you tell us
these people and their mis-
fortune?

A. Well, there were threats;
either direct or implied
threats, made against the
personnel of my ship, and
these threats were pretty
vivid and it just seemed to
me that I had to rely on two
things.

I had to rely on the faith
that the U. S. Navy would
have in me to do the right
thing several thousand miles
from home with no direction
from on top.

I'had to rely on the Ameri-
can people to believe that the
U. S. Government and the
U. S. Navy did not send ships
to sea that would do the
things that we were admit-
ting to have done.

Crewmen Were Beaten

Q. Were the members of
your crew physically beaten?
A. Yes, they were beaten on
several occasions.

. Q. Commander, we heard
that there was a man who
was beaten yesterday. A.
Last week, several members
of my crew including myself
were beaten.

Q. What form was the
.beating? A. Physically, with
fists generally. ~ With boards
and clubs at other times.

Q. How many times during
your 11 months were you
beaten?

A. I was beaten less than
anyone else. But ‘I don’t
know, sir, that I was beaten
all that much. I was mostly
terrified of possible beating,
and T was kept in solitary
confinement during the en-
tire 11 months and there
were many occasions when I
didn’t think I was going to
make it.

But I can’t even estimate,
.other than that I was hit a
few times. I was punched

around but only with fists.
I was never hit with any
kind of a stick or club.

But the Korean people are
very effective with their kick
—a few times, several times.
They are .quite good at soc-
cer and they drill this busi-
ness of karate. And it’s par-
ticularly—when you're also
looking down the barrel of
a machine gun, it’s pretty
difficult to defend yourself,
or in the event—some of
my crew members were phy-

sically pretty well endowed. -

Well, at the same time
there was a hell of a lot more
of them than there was of us.
And people would normally
be beaten individually. Com-
mencing with the week be-
fore last, we went through
the most concentrated form
of terror that I've ever seen
or dreamed is possible.

I haven’t done that much
traveling. I'm not profession-
ally any espionage man or a
Spy man or any spy agent.
I'm not that well read on

«

that subject except for James !

Bond and a few of the other

“would-be agents.

Well, I wasn’t prepared
totally for the beatings that
were handed out. I thought
that they were totally brutal
with no mercy of any kind.
They were done for one pur-
pose and that was to terrify,

people. I had about half of

the crew last week beaten
badly. There are still many
people in the crew today

who have carried black eyes |

and bruised ribs.
He Lost Weight

I had one man last week
beaten with a four-by-four.
Although at the same time I
would emphasize -that our
life there was not made so
miserable that it was unbear-
able. I did lose initially an
awful lot of weight and got

to the point where I was in .

danger of disappearing.

In the past few months, as
I personally got more used
to my surroundings, I was
able t6 put some weight back
on. And now feel in surpris-
ingly good shape. .

I think that there are

many in my crew who are in !

very bad physical condition

and just from a nutritional
point of view. The bruises
gnd that sort of thing I think
are ging to heal up very
quickly.

Q. When did you first get
the idea that you were going
to be released?

A. Well, we got the idea

about four days ago. Most of
the things that wouid happen.

to us would be preceded by a
change in the treatment by
the guards or by the officers
that were in charge of our in-
carceration, and these little
clues and hints that some-
thing was going on began to
occur about last Wednesday
or Thursday.

I think Thursday, for sure.
And we knew that we were
Wwere coming home, hoped
that it wasn’t a trick. Thought

1

that we were for sure com-
ing home Saturday. :
Q. Commander Bucher, one
of the news conferences that
was filmed by the North
Koreans showed the crew
with their fingers in a very
unusual position -as if they

were trying to tell us some-

thing.
A. They were trying to tell

us that we’d been had. They .

were trying to tell you that
we’d been had. We continued
that campaign throughout the
time we were there, when-

ever we had the opportunity !
to do so. We realized that if

we were discovered it was
going to be ‘Kathie bar the
door.”

But we felt that it was im-
portant that if we could in
some way get that informa-
tion out so that there would
be absolutely no room for
doubt in your minds, the
American people’s minds,
that we’d been had.



