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COMMANDER LLOYD BUCHER 
Terrors iof North Korean captivity 

Woodward, in the name of 
the :U.S. Government, signed 
a statement of apology ad-
mitting U. S. espionage and 
trespass, but repudiated, the 
statement.  Bucher, while 
captive, freely admitted in-
treeing into North Korean 
waters, but insisted after his 
release that his ship had nev-
er violated the 12-mile terri-
torial limit. 

There will be an automatic 
inquiry into the loss of the 
Pueblo and the conduct of its 
crew, Captain Vincent Thom-
as, information chief for the 
Pacific commander, said be-
fore Bucher's press confer-
ence. 

Thomas intruduced Bucher 
with enthusiasm, however, 
and said, "this is Captain 
Bucher, still captain o f the 
Pueblo." 

QUIZ.  
Nobody here expected the 

freed skipper to appear be-
fore newsmen and answer 
queitions until after weeks of 
careful "debriefing," the in-
variable practice in cases 
like the Pueblo in the past. 
Bucher himself proposed the 
idea, Deputy assistant Secre-
tary of D e f e n s e Richard 
Rryklund said, and Fryklund  

said he was as surprised as 
anybody else. 

There were hints that the 
Navy may have determined 
Bucher's action, although he 
h ardly had tome to • be 
coached in the short interval 
between his walk to freedom 
and the .meeting at the L.S. 
advance camp just south of 
the joint security area. 

The only Navy Officer at 
the windswept bridge was 
Lieutenant Commander Paul 
Brooks, from the staff of the 
Armistice Affairs Divsion of 
he United Nations Coinmand 
in Seoul. 

RETURN 
However, Bucher did see 

during the interval rear Ad-
miral Edw a rd Rosenberg, 
commander of the Seventh 
Fleet Amphibious Force, who 
had been privy to the land 
planning for the eventual re-
turn of the crew. 

The navy's, and Bucher's, 
problem is that the skipper 
and his men, particularly of 
ficers, participated in a tor-
rent of broadcast nterviews, 
propagandafilms and letter 
writing by which the North 
Koreans sought to ettablish 
the ship's guilt. As the crew 
walked across the bridge, a 
tape recording of their com-
mander's voice was played_ 
repeatedly from loudspeak-
ers at the Communist end of 
the birdge. 

"For •each of us this is the 
most exciting moment we  

have ever experienced," 
Bucher 's voice said in a 
recording which must have 
been made just before the re-
lease since he told newsmen 
he h ad no inkling of being 
freed until the latter half of 
last week. 

"Eleven months to the day 
ago, we were captured in the 
act of committing expionage 
and violating the territorial 
integrity of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea." 

BUS 
The voice continuer; to de-

nounce the U.S.. "occupa-
tion" of South Korea until the 
last bus carrying the Pueb-
lo's officers lef the bridge. 

Bucher based his defense - 
Bucher based his defense 

against any wrong - doing on 
his assumption that his con-
fessions were too far - 
fetched to be credited. 

"I had to rely on two 
things — that the U.S. Navy 
would have faith in me;" he fl 
said, "and that the people of ;1 
the United States would not 
believe the U.S. Navy would 
send a ship out on' an espio-
nage mission." 

The skipper rase cited his 
"t err o r" at the "vivid 
threats" to' himself and his 
men by the Communists, who 
he said were without any 
trace of rhumanity. He said 
he was hit only by fist and 
feet, but that Other Pueblo 
crewmen were beaten with 
clubs. 

"The last week was the 
most concentrated form of 
terror," he said. "I'm not a 
terror or espiorbage man -
all I know about that is 
James Bond. books." 

Yet in almost the same 4/ 
breath the 41-year - old ofrj-
cer assumed newsmen that 
"our life was not unbeara-
ble." 

Bucher himself looked thin 
and worn, with his graying 
blond hair cut short, but he 
said he felt much better in 
the later stages of captivity 
than in the earlier days when 
solitary confinenient ga v e 
him "many occasions when I 
didn't think I was going to 
make it." 
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