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Accord on Release
Of Pueblo’s Crew

‘Seems to Be Near

By PETER GROSE
" Speoclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18—,

After 11 months. of ‘deadlock, |
a formula that might permit
the early release of the 82 sur-|

viving crewmen of the U.S.S.
Pueblo appears to have been|
found at the secret talks with

North Korea in Panmunjom.

- A draft of a proposed public
statement is believed to have
been worked out by negotia-
tors at a meeting yesterday,
Korean time. This draft is un-
derstood now to have -been re-
ferred back to the two Gov-
ernments' for approval, along
‘with an agreed timetable for
the prisoners’ release.

Reluctant to raise false

'hopes, Johnson Administra-
tion officials— maintained . si-
lence about the details of what
was termed a highly delicate
‘situation. . Earlier, false re-
_ports of an imminent release
of the servicemen, captive since
the intelligence ship was seized

Jan. 23, had been discouraged
by spokesmen here.

One authoritative source said
there would be a further meet-
ing of the negotiators shortly.

More than six weeks +had
elapsed without significant con-
tact. The latest meeting was the
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26thin a seemmvly futile w ies:
6f brusque, often rude, ses %
between military repres
tives at the remote village ©
the Korean truce line.

From the start North IZorea)
has demanded a statement of
apology from the!United States|.
and an admission that the w‘
sel had violated North Ko
territorial waters. United S
representatives insisted Umf
Pueblo was seized on the hig
seas and that there was noj

' reliable evidence that she had
approached closer than 13 miles
to the North Korean coast.

The ecrux of the deadiock in
the last three months i 9
lieved to have im
timing of the rele
United States has insis
the men — one died of wounds
received during the DNorth
Korean Doalduw opera -
be set frCf‘ meferﬂ\v"
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is in hand, they will
the United States where anc
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Response in Aug

The United States sn"c,wm
it is believed, will be suffi-
ciently ambiguous so that each
side can interpret it ag it
chooses. The Administration’s
willingness to make an “apol-|
ogy” was apparently conve
to the North Korean repro-|.
sentatives as long ago as JM\'

on Aug. 29, at the Z0th meet-|
ing, it is wsaid, t \
Koreans gave their !
tive response. Then i
of timing became c‘-en*:ral.

Subsequently, thei
enough changes in ﬂ*“ in
tional climate to lead Admin-
istration officials to Iwh'mu\
that the time was ripe for’
settlement and that the Chris
mas holidays could DIOVId(' the
occasion. :
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President ‘Johnson’s dmnrrm !
halt the bombing of North Vv
am Ndv. 1 and
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BERLIN, Dec. 1¢
of a Pueblo crew =
is seeking his son’
here toady that k
made ‘“some progre:
in East Berlin with din

there.

Robert Ayling, a
engineer from
gave his assessme
of a private miss
in Moscow Dec. 3.
capital the North
fused to talik with .
and three Americans
paying him.

“In East Rerlin {

dial and we held |
meetings,” Mr. A
noted that the e;
fused his request
visa to North Ko
the Pueblo cr

Mr. Ayling’s
Charles, 22 years
as a communications techn
aboard the ship.

- With Mr. Ayling on his mis-
sion were two alic C
McAfee and Hughi Cline,
of Norton, Va., and
Daniels, a friend of the
also from Norton. Mr. ¥
was involved in the Ameri

exchange of ary
Powers, the U-2 pilot shot
down over the Soviet Union,
and Col. Rudolf Abel, the Rus-
sian spy. ‘

The Americans are scheduled
to fly to New York tomorrow
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