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D
irksen

 W
a
rn

s o
f 'A

p
p
ea

sem
en

t' o
n
  P

ueblo as O
ther Senate R

epublicans C
all for Inquiry 

• 

B
y JO

H
N

 W
. FIN

N
E

Y
 

S
p
ecial to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
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9
 —

 
T

h
e S

en
ate R

ep
u
b
lican

 lead
er, 

E
v
e
re

tt M
c
K

in
le

y
 D

irk
se

n
, 

cau
tio

n
ed

 th
e A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 

to
d
a
y
 a

g
a
in

st fa
llin

g
 in

to
 a

 
p
o
licy

 o
f "ap

p
easem

en
t" in

 its 
,ef fo

rts to
 o

b
tain

 th
e release 

I o
f th

e U
.S

.S
. P

u
eb

lo
 an

d
 h

er 
crew

. 
O

th
e
r S

e
n
a
te

 R
e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
s 

d
em

an
d
ed

 an
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f 
w

h
y
 th

e A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 h

ad
 

sen
t th

e P
u
eb

lo
 o

n
 a m

issio
n
 

in
to

 a sen
sitiv

e area an
d
 th

en
 

p
ro

v
id

ed
 n

o
 p

ro
tectio

n
 w

h
en

 
the intelligence ship w

as seized 
b
y
 N

o
rth

 K
o
rean

 p
atro

l b
o
ats. 

F
ro

m
 th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
m

-
m

en
ts in

 th
e S

en
ate, it w

as ap
-

p
aren

t th
at th

e A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 

m
ig

h
t b

e cau
g
h
t in

 a p
o
litical  

v
ise. O

n
 o

n
e sid

e, it w
as b

ein
g
 

criticized
 fo

r p
erm

ittin
g
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates to

 b
eco

m
e in

-
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e in

cid
en

t; o
n
 th

e 
o
th

er, it w
as b

ein
g
 criticized

 
fo

r b
ein

g
 to

o
 tim

id
 in

 try
in

g
 

to
 o

b
ta

in
 th

e
 re

le
a
se

 o
f, th

e
 

ship and her 83-m
an crew

. 
In a brief S

enate speech, M
r. 

D
irksen expressed concern that 

"th
e clam

m
y
 sp

irit o
f fear an

d
 

tim
id

ity
 seem

s to
 b

e u
p
o
n
 u

s" 
a
t a

 tim
e
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates should be dem

anding an 
"im

m
ed

iate acco
u
n
tin

g
" fro

m
 

N
o
rth

 K
o
rea fo

r its seizu
re o

f 
the ship, 

T
h
e Illin

o
is R

ep
u
b
lican

 d
id

 
not directly accuse the A

dm
in-

istra
tio

n
 o

f tim
id

ity
, b

u
t h

e
 

m
a
d
e
 c

le
a
r th

a
t h

e
 fe

a
re

d
 it 

w
as drifting in the direction of 

appeasem
ent. 

T
h
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 lead
er to

ld
  

rep
o
rters th

at h
e h

ad
 read

 th
e 

"g
ist" o

f h
is p

rep
ared

 sp
eech

 
to

 P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
so

n
 an

d
 th

at 
th

e P
resid

en
t h

ad
 resp

o
n
d
ed

 
th

at it w
as "p

retty
 to

u
g
h
" in

 
to

n
e. M

r. D
irk

sen
 said

 h
e h

ad
 

h
o
ld

 th
e P

resid
en

t th
at "it w

as 
ab

o
u
t tim

e so
m

eb
o
d
y
 talk

ed
 

tough." 
A

fter th
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 

the P
resident, M

r. D
irksen said 

h
e h

ad
 "m

o
d
ified

 th
e sp

eech
 a 

little" to
 m

ak
e clear h

e w
as 

su
p
p
o
rtin

g
 th

e P
resid

en
t's ef-

fo
rts "to

 b
rin

g
 th

is m
atter to

 
a p

ro
p
er an

d
 h

o
n
o
rab

le co
n
-

clu
sio

n
" th

ro
u
g
h
 d

ip
lo

m
atic 

m
ean

s. B
u
t h

e th
en

 w
en

t o
n
 to

 
co

m
p
lain

 in
 h

is sp
eech

 th
at 

"w
e'v

e b
een

 treated
 to

 a k
in

g
-

siz
e
d
 d

o
se

 o
f c

a
u
tio

n
 fro

m
 

so
m

e q
u
arters," w

h
ich

 h
e d

id
 

not identify. 
T

h
e
 D

irk
se

n
 sp

e
e
c
h
 w

a
s  

p
raised

 b
y
 S

en
ato

r R
u
ssell B

. 
L

ong of L
ouisiana, the assistant 

D
em

o
cratic lead

er, w
h
o
 su

g
-

g
ested

 th
at "o

n
e o

f th
e m

o
st 

o
b
v
io

u
s co

u
rses" o

f retaliatio
n
 

w
ould be to seize an equal num

-
ber of. N

orth K
orean seam

en. 
M

r. D
irk

sen
 said

 th
e issu

e 
w

a
s "sim

p
ly

" th
a
t a

 U
n
ite

d
 

S
tates v

essel an
d
 h

er crew
 h

ad
 

been "hijacked on the high seas 
an

d
 im

p
riso

n
ed

 in
 an

 en
em

y
 

land." A
sa historical precedent 

to guide present actions, he re-
called how

 C
apt. S

tephen D
eca-

tu
r in

 th
e
 B

a
rb

a
ry

 w
a
rs h

a
d
 

forced the B
ey of A

lgiers to stop 
harassing A

m
erican shipping, to 

release,  enslaved A
m

erican sail-
ors and to pay trib'ute. 

In
 re

b
u
tta

l, S
e
n
a
to

r M
ik

e
 

M
ansfield of M

ontana, the m
a-

jo
rity

 lead
er, cau

tio
n
ed

 th
at  

"th
e su

b
stan

ce o
f o

u
r n

atio
n
al 

in
te

re
st o

u
g
h
t n

o
t to

 b
e
 lo

st 
sig

h
t o

f in
 h

o
t p

u
rsu

it o
f its 

shadow
." 

T
he problem

 confronting the 
n
atio

n
, h

e said
, is to

 see th
at 

th
e P

u
eb

lo
 crew

 is retu
rn

ed
 

aliv
e "an

d
 th

at th
ere is av

o
id

-
ed

, at th
e sam

e tim
e, an

o
th

er 
bloodbath in the m

odel of V
iet-

n
am

, w
h
ich

, in
 K

o
rea, co

u
ld

 
so

 m
u
ch

 m
o
re read

ily
 b

eco
m

e 
W

orld W
ar III." 

• 
"It m

ay
 b

e h
elp

fu
l to

 b
ear in

 
m

in
d
 in

 th
is co

n
n
ectio

n
," h

e 
said

, "th
at th

e resp
o
n
ses in

 th
e 

B
arb

ary
 w

ars, a cen
tu

ry
 an

d
 a 

h
alf aw

ay
, are n

o
t n

ecessarily
 

th
e
 a

n
sw

e
rs fo

r a
 tim

e
 a

n
d
 

place w
hen nuclear w

ar is only 
seconds aw

ay." 
S

en
ato

r K
arl E

. M
u
n
d
t, R

e- 

publican of S
outh D

akota, com
-

p
la

in
e
d
 in

 a
n
o
th

e
r S

e
n
a
te

 
speech that the P

ueblo incident 
w

as "a sh
o
ck

in
g
, reck

less an
d
 

needless adventure in this area, 
im

p
erilin

g
 b

o
th

 th
e p

eace an
d
 

p
restig

e o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates." 

S
enator M

undt proposed that 
th

ere b
e a C

o
n
g
ressio

n
al in

-
v
estig

atio
n
 to

 d
eterm

in
e "w

h
o
 

is resp
o
n
sib

le fo
r th

is ep
iso

d
e, 

th
e reaso

n
 fo

r it, at w
h
at h

ig
h
 

lev
el th

e d
ecisio

n
 w

as m
ad

e 
[to

 statio
n
 th

e P
u
eb

lo
 o

ff th
e 

N
orth K

orean shores] and w
hat 

k
in

d
 o

f p
ro

ced
u
res m

ig
h
t b

e 
estab

lish
ed

 to
 av

ert an
o
th

er 
su

ch
 situ

atio
n
 d

ev
elo

p
in

g
." 

S
en

ato
r R

o
b
ert P

. G
riffin

, 
R

epublican of M
ichigan, joined 

M
r. M

undt in suggesting a C
on-

gressional investigation of w
hy  

th
e P

u
eb

lo
 w

as sen
t "in

to
 su

ch
 

an
 ex

p
o
sed

 p
o
sitio

n
 w

ith
o
u
t 

a
d
e
q
u
a
te

 p
ro

te
c
tio

n
"
 a

n
d
 

w
h
eth

er p
o
licy

-m
ak

in
g
 circles 

in
 th

e P
en

tag
o
n
 w

ere aw
are 

im
m

ed
iately

 th
at th

e sh
ip

 h
ad

 
been seized. 


