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2%: §§§2§6%23381 Pueblo and 1its crew from Communist North
Korea, which seized the ship late Mondaye. h ekl A
Rusk described the North Korean capture of t ef saBl,

i%s crew in international water as ' ‘a matter ol UTmMOST
bl i ' 1pate the Pueblo is the first
N aid records indicate the Pue 0 1 "
Uﬁgfynsgggcggs:el captured at sea since the Civil War.
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. The Pueblo, & Navy intelligence auxiliary ship, was boarded
by an armed party of North Roreans some miles from the
North Korean mainlande It was reported taken to Wonsone.

There were 83 men, including six officers, 75 enlisted mén
- and two-civilians aboard the Pueblo, the Pentagon said.

kusk gave the first, on-the-record UeS. reactfon in opening
remarks to the Senate Youth Forum, a group of young people
discussing forelgn policy at the State Department.

He said: *‘Just last night a very serious incident occurred
off North Korea when North Korean forces seized a small
- UsSe naval vessel and took 1t into porte ’ ’

$*This is a matter of the utmost gravity,?® Rusk said,
$%and we’re followin% up on that through the channels that
are available to us to obtain the immediate release of the
- vessel and -her crewe?’? ) .
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WASHINGTON AP = North Korean p&trol boats captured a UeSe
Navy intelligence ship late Monday off the Norih Korean -
coast-an inclddent the White House described today as.

%3 very serious situatione??

The Pentagon sald the selzure occurred in intern&tional waters
and some members of Congress described 1t as ‘‘an act of
piracy?? and a ‘‘clear violation of international law.??

The United States asked Kussia to deliver to North Korea
an urgent request for the immediate release of the naval
intel%igence ship Pueblo and its ~—ew.

Secretary of State Dean KRusk desti. bed the seizure of the
vessel as & matter of ‘‘utmost gravity.??

President Johnson, Rusk and other top policy makers were
expected to consider what further actlon the United States
might take, at & White House meeting this afternoon.
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The Pueblo has a crew of 83%. . ‘

Navy sources said records indicate the Pueblo, dn intelligence
suxiliary 'ship, is the first Ue.Se naval vessel captured at sea
gince the UsSe Civil Wars

The Pentagon said an armed party of North Koreans boarded the
Pueblo some 25 miles from the North Korean mainland in the
Sea of Japan after surrounding it with four patrol boats.

It was reported taken to Wonsone

The crew included six officers, 75 enlisted men and two
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TiThig is a matter of the utmost gravity and we’re following up
on that through the channels that are available to us to

obtain the immediate release of the vessel and he crew,?®?

Rusk saide

President Johnson, who was awskened with the news at 2 ae.m.
todays discussed the matter at & morning breakfast wilth
Democratic congressional leaderse

State Depvartment press officer Robert J. licCloskey, announcing
the agpeal for release through Russia, sald in response to

nest oning that no deadline for a North Korean reply had

een set but the sooner the better.” .

McCloskey declared he was ﬁ n% categorically?®?® the ship
was outslde the 1z mile 1imit whi Nortﬁ Korea claims for
its territorial waters. He also denied that the vessel was
‘ acting ina provocative manner.
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Well informed officlals reported that a wide range of UsSe
ACTIONS WAS UIDER CONSIDERATION. : ' :

North Korea, in announcing the seizure in a broadcast :
igtercepte& by UeSe« monitors, char%ed that the Pueblo was
“‘an armed spy boat s« e o which intruded into the territorial
waters?? of North Xorea, carryin% out hostile activitiese.

Some officials expected the Unifed States to call an immediate
session of the mixed armistice commission which meets
at Panmunjom, Kores. It §rew out of the 1953 Korean truce.

The range of actions under consideration was understood to
include the possibllity of & retaliatory strike against a
‘military tar%et or targets in North Korea, although State .
Department officlals generally soft pedaled that speculation
%ﬁ the first hours affer the seilzure of the ship became

OWlXle .
- Rusk said the Pueblo has operated in the Sea of Japan off

the Korean coast for the last two weeks.

In response to questions he refused to say what he thought
the North Koreans are trying to accomplish by an
action which top UsSe officlals consider extremely
rrovocative and therefore extremely dangerous. o

Senate Democratic ILeader Mike Mansfield, of Montana, said
the actlion seemed to him to be *‘a clear violation of ,
international law.?*? v

House Republican Leader Gerald Re Ford, of Michigan, . Vo
contended: ‘‘If the vessel was cruising in international = '
waters, as was apparently the case, there is no justification
- whatever for the action taken by the North Koreans.??

Eepe William He Batess E-iisSes rankin% GOP member of the House
Armed Services Commlttee, called the selzure “‘an act of i
piracye?? o e :

The Penta§on said lst graf AO80Wx. .
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Pueblo-Broadcast 310 :

TOKYO AP - Horth Korea charged today U.Se troops

in South Korea fired °‘‘thousands of shells and bullets®?® i
across Korea’s demilitarized zone and infiltrated an armed *‘spy?®
ship into North Korean coastal waterse. _

Pyongyang®s official Korean Central News Agency, in &

broadcast monitored here, also accused the United States of
committing ‘‘a grave provocative acte??

It sald North Korean naval craft “‘on routine duty??® seized

the UeSe ship Pueblo off Wonsan in the Japan Sea. It said :

the ‘ship was ‘‘armed’® and all personnel aboard were taken prisonerse
U‘gOug naval ‘craft on routine duty captured the armed ship of the

s mpen g -

“%Our naval craft on routine duty captured the armed ship of the
- UsSe imperislist aggressor army and all the aggressors aboard
it,?? the broadcast saide. N : :

It added the North Korean naval craft resolutely put
down ‘‘the resistance of these hateful UeSe imperialist
Provacateurse’? - . ; : :

The Communist broadcast pictured the UeSe. and South
Korean governments as bein% ‘‘thrown into a complete :
disoomfiture.by th activifies of armed guerrillas rapidly intensifying
of late in South Korea.®’®.

It vharged that the United States and South
K i et : : ’

|

The Communist broadcast pictured the UeSe and South : _
Korean §overnments &8 bein% f*thrown into a comglete
‘discomflture by the activities of armed guerril as rapldly intensifying
of late in South Korea.?? ‘ '
It charged that the United States and South
- Korea are ““becoming more frantic in provocative maneuvers
along the military demarcation line and the eastern and
western coasts.??’
It also sald the United States carried out ‘‘provocative??
caets in **a fit of frenzi after armed guerrililas mounted a surprise
v e heart of Seouls?®? ‘
- The South Korean government has announced that South Xorean.
police intercepted 31 North Korean armed guerrlllas Sunday night
in Seoul before they carried out a mission to assassinate President
Chung Hee Park and other key South Korean leadersSe
The Communist broadcast also said, ‘‘However wild the U.Se
imgerialists and Chung Hee Park traitorous
cligue may run, theg\will be totallﬁ crushed each time in face
of %he water-tight defenses of the heroic Korean People’s.
Army. : b i |
*‘And neither war racket nor su bression will be able to put
down the anti-U.Se, antipuppet s rug%levof the patriotic
South Korean people fiercely raging like a pralrie fire.?>.
+  Pyongyang has never admitted that 1t is sending saboteurs and
guerrlllas across the armlstice line
into South Korea. i
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WASHINGTON — In With Segul Ralders 4th lead Znd add A129WX,
to correct ‘‘Miss.’? to ‘‘lMass.?? sub following for ninth

last graf: Koreanse??® ~

Repe Wllllam He Bates, R-Masse, ranking GOP member of the
House Armed Services Committee, called fthe seizure °‘an
act of piracy.?®
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UNITED N%%IONS, NeYe AP _= UeSe Ambassador Arthur Je
Goldberg ‘‘expressed concern’? to UsNe Secretary-Ceneral
U Thant Tuesday about North Korea’®s selzure of & Ue.Se
patrol vessel, the Pueblo. = .

Goldberg so informed correspondents after paying an hour’s
call on Thante In replz to & %uestion, he said he did not
ask for any UeNe help in getting the vessel releasede
plblpes jan 3 : ~
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At the State Department, McCloskey was asked why the .

Pueblo was not % ven UeSe a&lr cover when it was operating in
an area of greaf UsS. military power-the Sea of Japane
lcCloskey said he could not answer that or any other

- questions having to do with the vessel directly. He said the

Departmgnt of Defense was the source for information on what
happenede. r ¢ , , ' -

McCloskey confirmed that in addition to the appeaal through
the Soviet government-which was handled by the Us.S. Embassy

' in Moscow-the United States would make the immedlate release
request dlrectly to North Korea through a meeting of the

Military Armistice Commission at Panmunjom. :

A commission meeting 1s scheduled tonight & PeMe EST 1n

response to an earlier U.S. proposal for a session to take
up the infiltration earlier this week of 31 North Korean agents
into South Korea. o AR ; .

Mc(loskey’s statement on the Pueblo incident: :

%% am authorlzed to state that the Unlted States government

fiews this action by North Korea with utmost gravityye

‘iwe have asked the Soviet Union to convey to North Korea
OEE urgent request for the immedlate release of the vessel

& crews | : .

“ippe matter will also be raised directly with the North
Koreans in & meeting of the Militery Armistice Commission.
We will of course use any other channels which might be
helpfule. v "

- %97 wish to reemphasize the seriousness wilith which we view
this flagrant North Korean action against the United States
naval vessel on the high seas. ~ .
"McCloskey said there has been a big increase in North
Korean-originated incidents along the dividing line between
Torth and ‘South Korea.

The Pentagon etc lst graf of AOCGHX
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A commission meeting is shculed tonight 9 peme EST in
. response to an ecarlier UsSe - ,

A commigsion meeting is scheduled tonight ¢ pe.me. EST in
response to an earlier UeSe proposal for a session to take
up the infiltration earlier this week of 91 North Korean
agents into South Korea. -
McCloskey?’s statement 5th graf AOOTWX.
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 WASHINGTON: AP — A UeSe Navy intelligence ship with &3 men aboard
was captured late Monday by North Korean patrol boats, in an indident
the White House described Tuesday as °‘‘very seriouss?®?

While steps were ordered to seek release of the ship, the USS Pueblo,
and its crew, grave concern was expressed in Congress as well
ag at the White House and State Department. ; : ,
' ‘iObviously an act of war,?* Reps Bob Wilson, E-Calif., called the
selzure. : ‘ o

And Sene Richard Be Russell, D-G&e., chalrman of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, said 1t was ‘‘a very severe breach of international
“law that almost amounts to an act of war.??® - '

It was regarded. as far more serious than the Israell shelling last
summer of an another American commuunications ship that had

ventured close to the fighting in the Israel-Arab wars
" Kepe Willlam H. Bates of Massachusetts, ranking EKepublican on the
House Armed Services C

_ - ommittee, called the Korean incident °‘a
dastardly act of piracye.?? : : ‘
And Repe Durward GMe. Hall R-Moe, s&id President Johnson should make

it cléar the American ship must be released ‘‘or North Korea will
r suffer inevitable and dire conseguences.?’? :
Chairman Je We Fulbright, D-Aark., of the Senate Foreig
Relatlions Committee, commented °‘we got caught unexpectedly.®?®
* Pulbright said 1Qtelligence—gathering activities of the type engaged
‘in bﬁ the Pueblo ‘‘certainly exposes®’ the United States to incigents,'
of this kind. ) : - » : , S
He added the incident was very serious ®%if, as reported, the ship was
on the high sease?’® . - . o :
T%e Defense Department said flatly that it was in international
waters« . ’
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One report sald four Americans were wounded, one critically.
The UeSe statement, &th graf - ,
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Washington With Seoul Raiders 5th lead AC11IWX to fix Wonsan
sub for 18th graf, rd graf Al<8WX add: Civil Wars
. " The Pentagon said an armed party of North Koreans boarded the
- Pueblo gsome 256 miles from the North Korean mainland in the
Sea of Japan after surrounding it with four patrol boats.

It was reported taken to Wonsan.

The crew included 19th graf.
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keps Bob Wilson, E~Calife., called the seizure obviously an act of
war?’? and Sen. Richard B.,Russell% D-G& .+, said it was a very -serious
breagh of international law that °‘almost amounts to an act of
Ware 92 . :

Sene Je We Fulbright, D-Arke, chairman of the Senste Foreign '
Relations Committee, saiﬁ_%ntelligence~gatherin activity of the kind
ehgaged 1n by the Pueblo ‘‘certainly exposes®? Fhe United States to
such incidents, and commented °© °‘fe got caught unexpectedly.??

Fulbright said the incident is very serlous °‘°‘if, as reported,
the ship was on the high seas.?®
The United States, 2rd graf
WESZ3pes Jan 23 .
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