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E VE DETENTION BARRACKS: Capt. Robert F. Marasco, left, and Capt. Budge E. Wil-
hains departing confinement area at Longbinh after charges against them were dropped.

(%‘m Moore the author of
thei;ﬁovel “The Green Berets,”
say:s he personally killed a dou-
ble agent while in South Viet-
nang” with the Special Forces
gathenng material for his book.
: In -4n interview on WPIX-TV
Mdnday night, Mr. Moore said
tha“inf 3s a civilian he spent a
year -fraining with the Special
Forc‘és ‘and another year with
thém in Vietnam before writing
hig' book. It was published in
1965 by Crown Publishers, Inc.

“P've been to their assassina-
tign schools,” Mr. Moore said.
"I’ve been with them. I've per-
sonally witnessed shooting of
dojible agents. I did one myself
beause it was easier for me to
do than it was for them.”

“Feels Free to Talk

Mr. Moore did not elaborate
on the killing in which he said
he was involved and he was
not jmmediately available for
comment. However, a few min-
utes after the interview. he told
employees of the television sta-
tion that he felt free to talk
about..Special Forces practices
now. that the Army had dropped
murder charges against six
Green Beret officers in South
Vietnam.

In response to a’ questlon
during the television interview,
Mr. Moore said of the Green
Berets that political assassina-
tion was “their business.” Ne
said: “This is what they were
trained to do. They do it very
We?li -and they re very good at
it <.

fLater in, the interview he

said: “You’ve got to remember
that the Green Berets were the
ones that got Che Guevara in
Bolivia. They’ve been working
very closely with the Arab
countries in the Middle East.

They’re all over the world,
Vietnam is only one small area
of their operations.”

Called Multiple Agent

Mr. Moore described Thai
Khac Chuyen, the alleged vic-
tim in the Green Beret case,
as a “triple or quadruple
agent.”

The novelist asserted that
the agent had been negotiating
for South Vietnam’s President,
Nguyen Van Thieu, and Vice
President, Nguyen Cao Ky,
with the North Vietnamese “as
to how much of their property
they would be able to keep
should they stick with the idea

of slowly having a coalition|

government.”

Mr. Moore said the details
of the negotiations included
how much money Mr. Thieu
and Mr. Ky could keep and
how "they and their families
would be treated. “He was a
very important guy to them,”
Mr. Moore added.

To many observers this ex-
planation of the agent’s role ap-
peared to be questionable be-
cause both Mr. Thieu and Mr.
Ky have consistently opposed
ahy form of coalition govern-
ment for South Vietnam.

At the same time, observers
thought it was not entirely un-
likely that the South Viet-
namese leaders might have ex-

plored all possible means of|“

exit in the event that they lost
power. There have been reports

that many Vietnamese have
been taking steps to escape in
the event of a Communist take-
over.

Mr. Moore was born Robert
L. Moore Jr.,, in 1925, the son
of the chairman of the finance
and executive committees,
board of directors, of the Sher-
aton Corporation of America.
After graduation from Harvard
in 1949 he worked in television
and in public relations and ad-

vertising for the Sheraton Ho-
tels.

He wrote: his first novel,
“Pitchman,” about early tele-
vision practlces while working
for the hotel chain, but even-
tually devoted all his time to
writing. His other works in-
clude “The Devil to Pay,”
which was about Castro’s guer-
rilla campaign as seen by an

American gun-runner and “The|
Country Team,” a story of the|

combined American military
and civilian effort against Com-

munism in a country of South-|!

east Asia.

Mr. Morse said during the|

television interview that he be-
lieved the Army had dropped
the case against the six officers
because of the “tremendous im-
plications involved.”

He said that in addition to
teaching techniques of terror-
ism and assassination to the
Vietnamese, the Special Forces
also taught them “to be
doctors . . . everything that it
takes to run a country
properly.” ,

“Assassination,” he added,
is a very important way to

run a country in the Far East.
You just gotta learn that.”
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