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Agent Burgl:ries
By Lawrence Meyer
. ,,_Wash‘i'ngton Post Staff Writer

FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley
confirmed yesterday that FBI agents
conducted “surreptitious entries” or
burglaries in this country “in se-
curing information relative to the
security of the nation.”

Kelley’s confirmation of the FBI
break-ins, long- reported but never
before officially admitted by the
FBI, came as part of an apparent
effort to soften the impact of the
disclosure before-it-was made either
by Attorney General Edward H.
Levi or by congressional commit-
tees investigating domestic intelli-

gence-gathering activities by gov”
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ences, held as he was completing °

two years as FBI director, Kelley
also confirmed that the FBI has
broken into foreign embassies in this

country for “counterintelligence” "
purposes. Kelley declined to pro-
vide more than the barest details
cancerning the. number or nature |
of the burglaries which he main-

tasmed did not violate the.law.
Kelley's statement revealed that
the break-ins continued after 1966,
al'mough former. President Nixon,
in his May 22, 1973, paper on the

“Watergate affair, said that “in 1966,

certain types of undercover FBI
operations that had been conducted

~for many years had Mly)een " sus-

ernment agencies.
At one of his rare press

; - -pended.”
confer-

Kelley said yesterday that the

NYTimes filed FBI-II.

barglaries were stopped in 1966 "with the exception of a small
amount of actions which were conducged in connection with foreign
intelligence investigations whigh we felt had a grave impact on

the security

Kelley said that the officials involved in t
he did not name, "acted in good faith,

of the nation."

he éecisions, whom
in the belief that national

security interests were paramount and that their actions were

reasonable, "

Kelley declined to say how many burglaries were conducted from
when the practice apparently began, to 1966, when

World War II,

Kelley indicated it was curtailed
practice, according to Kelley, was made by the late Ix xR xar

Komuzr

The decision to change the

FBI director J. Edgar Hoover,
Hoover decided, Kelley said,

"that under the then prevailing

BHIXBEBFHY X EXXKEKREXKNE philosophy and feelingthat possibly in the
contezt of the times this was not a viable procedure."
When asked if the break-ins before 1966 might have included

some that were not related to forei
national security, Kelley said,

gn zrkagxxax intelligence or
"It might well have been that

prior to that time national security or counterintelligence
or whatever terminology you might want to use could have included

other aresgs.
various types

KELTLEY,TromAl
vities and then'it became evi-
dent that the area df"fm:eign
counterintelligence, national

security certainly should be|

differntiated from domestic
serurity.”

Kelley said that he did not
know when the break-ins were
stopped. “I have not had a
single request to conduct such
activities since I have been
-made director,” Kelley said.

“If ever anything of this
type comes up, and I can’t
foresee this need, but if ever
it did come up and it be;‘came
a matter of grave concern, a
matter that is to be §01ved
only through such activity, I
would present it to the: Attor-

ney General and would bel

guided by his opinion as to.
such activity.” |

But then you Began to compartmentalize the

of acti-

The FBI is' compiling ma-

terials on the activitiees in
response to a request made
by the Senate intelligence
committee. Kelley said that
the process will be completed:
within the next 10 days and!
the materials will be given to.
Levi to determine how much
and in what form they should
be made available to the com-
mittee.

Asked several times if he
thought such activities were
proper, Kelley declined to
criticize them. “I do not note:
in any of these activities a
gross misuse of authority,” he
said. Viewed in the context
of the times in which they
were conducted, he said, “I
do not feel that it was a cor-
ruption of the trust that had|
been placed in us.” :

Kelley also defended the
FBI's extended electroni_c sur-

" veillance of the late Rev. Martin

Luther” King 'Jr. ‘in'the 1960s.
“In reviewing' this “situation, 1
feel that the authority stemmed
from the proper source. It was
a matter which was construed
in those times as of consid-
erable concern to the country
and the FBI acted in accord-
ance with the request which
was made that it be installed,”
Kelley said.

Kelley said he knew of no
break-ins conducted by the
FBI overseas, that he was
aware of none conducted with
the  Central Intelligence
Agency, .and that there were
“not a lot” of embassy break-
ins. : .

“I don’t think that all of the
few (embassy break-ins) were|
confined to Washington, D.C.,|
but I can’t tell you absolutely |
that that is true,” Kelley said.

At one point, when asked if

civil rights groups had been
the target of FBI burglaries,
Kelley answered that he was;
not going to say against what.
groups burglaries had been.
authorized “except to say that;
they were.” A spokesman said
later that XKelley’s response

. was not intended to mean that

civil rights groups had been.
burglarized but only that bur-:
glaries had been conducted
without saying against whom.

In response to a question on
another subject, Kelley said
he would resign as FBI direc-
tor if the frequent out-of-town
trips he makes impaired his
control of the bureau.

Kelley returns virtually ev-
ery weekend to Kansas City to
see his wife, who is seriously
ill.

“If I feel that in so doing, it
will endanger my administra-
tive control and my capability
of doing that which I think|
should be . doiie; I »will: leave. '
There is no dquestion whatso-
ever,” Kelley said. !
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