WASHINGTON; June 6—Pres- |
ident Fotd ‘received ‘today’the
firstSweeping ‘report: o ‘aétiv-
ities of the Central Intelligénce|
Agency. compiled. since: the mid-
nineteen-sixties amid ‘doubts, as
to whether it. would be. made
public and contradictions about
the handling’ of ;the investiga-
tion - of -alleged. assassination
‘plots, against foreign leaders...
. In agbrief cersmony. for pho-
‘tographers.  in- the. President’s
‘WhitegHouse' office, Vice: Pres-
ident «Rockefeller -delivered” a
blué-hound, 114-inch-thick vol-|
ume'of 299 pages’detailing the
findings -of'a special .com
Sion d, last- Janu
YL o

f e re
public as.,early. Is week
end, the White Houseipress seg-
retary, Ron’ Néssén, ' said “that
the President ‘would read 'the
report over' the weekend, and
then decide whether to make i
PUbE.: | 7 T L

The commission, Mr..‘Rocke-
feller told the. Presi ent,” “did
not Have “time. tc . th

rom Paggz«l,wCol‘.? 4
zéourcesf‘s‘aid that ‘the staff ‘.of
the  Rockefeller ~Commi:
had prepared two drafts: g
section on the assassmatloni
issue, ‘but- said that they were,|
not included in the final yrepo.rt:
after White House officials said.
that there was significant evi-|
dence in Federal Government,
filés that the commission had!
not dealt with. ¢,
i These sources said tgat the
commission staff was tog small
and its mandate too narrow to
handle the numerous :charges
that the United States Govern-
ment might have plotted to kill
leaders of foreign Go’vernr,nel}ts.
Several wofficials, $peaking
privately, said that President
Ford might appoint a separate
panel to investigate the matter
of | assassinations, Others said
that the White House might
decide to: leave, the: responsi-
‘bility _for investigating the
mattér with: the Congressional

{responsibility for investigating

inteHigence agencies.
=Mr: Rockefeller told reporters
today; for instance, that® the

the assasSination = questions
might pass' to’ Senator Frank
Church: and the members of
the Senate” Select Committee
on Intelligence Activities;

Up to White House'

The Senate committee has al-
ready "begun a full-scale in-
quiry in the matter and today
heard testimony.from a former
director of the C.LA., John Mc~
Cone, in closed 'session. Later,
Mr." McCone told newsmen that!
high officials in the Adminis-
trations ‘of Presidents Eisen-
hower and Kennedy had au-

thorized ““actions” against Pre-

mier, Fidel: Castro of ‘Guba. He
said that they had be: borted.

Later, Mr.  Church: told fews-
men that the'question of. plots
agalinst leaders of foreign coun-
tries was. not confined to Mr.
Castro.-

Questions about the handling
of the investigation of assassi-
nation charges and whether the
commission’s findings on the
C.ILA. would be made : public

committee now ‘studying the

have swirled through Washing-
ton for several d .
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turned sover 1o the- \Pi-esi‘dent;
today, and his aides said that.
they believed that it would be'
made public shortly after. The:
commission spokesmen, how-!
ever, stressed that the decision|
was up. to the White  House.!

Nevertheless, many “major
news, organizations were, told
privately that the report ‘might
be released by the weekend.

But today, in a briefing for
reporters, the White House
press secretary, Ron Nessen,
said that the President -would
|read the report over the week-
end, and the decision, about
whether to release it would be
made next week. :

The briefing was" described
by several . mewsmed as - the
most ' acrimonious - since ' the
‘Nixon :White House.’ T ‘

"Mr. “Nessen ‘said ‘that 'to his’
knowledge, the only . bound
copy of the report was in the
hands of the President. But
sources at the Rockefeller Com-
mission said that there were
three. bound copies, : including
the 'one the President had, and
20 typewritten copies _ in the
hands of commission members
and /staff.-They, also said that
“‘a number” .of iproofs.of the
report ‘had been’ giveni to. the
commiSsion for. the 'Checkin.g:{

of ‘errors. .
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. Moreover, ones source said,]
“‘the qharges were ‘coming so]
Ifast In the press that the ‘com-
‘ission had not even heen able
fo check out 'some of those.”
Indeed, Maj. ‘Gen. Edward G.
Lansdale - told reporters . last
‘week " that he. had prepared
s‘pl‘ans to " depose ‘of Premier
|Castro that might later have
Ibeent expanded to include the
ioption.: of ‘fassassination,” but
d

he ‘said. that, he hadnot heen
questioned. about . this by  the
Rockefeller: Commission.

ly”ﬁliénn ed’ 1o
3,000 copies of its report. .

Mr,  Nessen. told reporters|
that it was untrue thaf® the| ration ¢
White House had rejected ' the| [statem

ofhAd Giiginal. ‘deci i
print and"bind, tempt to ‘draw

‘decision ' was made fbwnot‘ at-

formal conclu-
the fihal report, i
What has conflised the situ-
Ve been the public
s*of the Vice Presi:

v

original report and ordered it| |dent. Last,Monday, he gave no

rewritten. He also denied that

Philip* Buchen, White House|

counsel, had seen a pre-copy of
the report. . o

“The one and only copy of

the full report s in the hands
of the President,” Mr. Nessen
said. - T TP
However, other authoritative
Administration and intelligence
sources gave this account of
events, ... 31
. Last 12, €. Douglas Dif:
lion, ‘vice “chairman of  the

Rockefeller’ - Commission,  fold
newsmen i a’routine’ ‘briefing.
that the commission had; been|
ordered by President Ford to in-
vestigate reports of assassina-
tion plans, and that the. com-
mission intended to cayer the
question in its report. "~ -

. At the time, the commis-
sion’s 12-man staff under David
VV,_.J@;‘Belin., former Warren Com-
mission ‘counsel, .was stretched
thin, ‘and “Mr. Belin was. at.
tempting to press the assassina-
)‘tlaqn‘ matter almost singlehand:

i

(draft copies of a section sum-| business.toda
imarizing its  findings on as.| |
|sassinations: - and

ithem among the ¢
jmembers '_and

" -Other Questions Raised 4

hint to r€porters that he assas-
sination isslie would he left out
of the.-fingl report., Indeed,

| |during" the«week, -a’ commission

spokesman confirmed, Mr. Rock-
efeller told*.one group of. re.|
porters that’the report ‘would
address the-issue of assassin-
ations.  aue N - ,
But, the -Spokesman explain-
ed, the Vice President ‘meant
‘that there would be a briefinote
/in the report telling the Presi-
ident ‘that the commission had
‘degun.ian. .investigation of a8~
‘sassination“matters, but' that it}
had ‘not compléted. it ‘and was |
turning over the.raw data,
Other qUestions were’ raised:
Why didn’téthe commission ask
for :more time to complete its
mvestigation? It had Treceived
one time' extension ' of two
months to ‘make the initial
foray into the assassination
question, . et
The: commission spokesman
said that thet_only reason” he
knew was thatthe staff wag

}made .upof private. lawyers
. Imany of whom . wantedito: res |

circulated! ©of -what several _sourc g
ommission| gested was a “shrinkage’in the
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There was also the. qu

Several’ White size of the report. On Moﬁi’:‘lay,‘ i
House officials. One source said
that C.LA. officials might also
have seen the draft.

: When it-reached the desk of
White House aides, several of
them recognized that it “was
'based primarily on information
from C.LA. files, and that files
of several other Federal ;agen-
Cles - contdined pertinent data
that the commission staff had;
not delved into. . ;

Mr."Rockefeller told newsmen
that the report would'run some
350 printed bages. But the fina] §
version, a gpokesman said, was~ !
299 pages. He said that the 350-
page estimate has heen -made
before the type was set. -

[Belin Has No Comment | '
Mr. -Belin declined” tg combo:

ment on any aspects of the pre-
paration of the report, but said
that next week “as g private,
citizen” he might make 4 state-
ment on’ thet handling of . the
nvestigation. 9.

Mr. ROCkefelIér‘said early to-

day in an interview with tele-
Vision: newsmen that. he had:
made the last-minute announce-
ment that the’ commission’s re.
port ‘would not deal directly
with assassination matters after

he saw the “implication in-the
bress and comments of -other
committees about my invéstiga-
tion ‘which took for granted it
was going' to be covered and
therefore assumed 1 -did " not

Vo take thi i i i-
wee kof May, the| o?ls‘ley.”hls [assassmathn] _ser;'







