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';Adlninistra't'i‘on Accused byi.

\ Senators of Hampering
- Intelligence Inquiry

NYTimes_apR 2 4 1975

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 23—
The chairman of the Senate
Select Committee on Intel-
ligence charged today that “ex-
cessive delays” in turning over
documents by the Ford Admi-
nistration and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency were hampering
the. committee’s investigation.

It was the strongest com-
plaint to date by Senator Frank
Church, the committee chair-
man, and came only a .week
after Mr. Church had indicated
there: was an atmosphere of
cooperation, The Idaho Demo-
crat said that the ecommittee
felt there were “excessive de-
lays by the executibe branch
in response to our requests
for documents and materials.”

He warned that the “pace”
of the Senate committee’s in-
vestigation “should not Ba set
by the executive ncies” ‘age!
and “there was no furthe’f ex-

e
committee, had asked for a
meeting with senior White
House aides to discuss the
problem. He said that the com-
‘mittee ordered its staff to pro-
‘ceed with the field investiga-
tion and interrogation of  offi-
cials without waiting for the
documents., . :

Roderick Hills, counsel to
the President and the man who
is coordinating relations with
the committee, expressed dis-
may at the Senator’s strong

. statement. He said the White
[House staff had done every-
thing to cooperate with the

committee. “We broke . our
backs getting some of this
material out ... there,
AM. several nights,” he

Mr. Hills said that
processing had been hampered
by the “events in Southeast
Asia” last week but that an
~enormous amount of material
had been handed over to the
‘committee in the last few days.

He said the volume of mater-
fal was also an important fac-
tor, “They wanted one set of
34 books of documents that
came to your waist when it|;
was stacked on the floor,” Mr.

+Hills_said. He also said that
the ‘White House “could not

" responsibly turn this' material i
over without reading it.”
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e Senate committee has
sent major requests fp; infor-

mation fto-the Central ‘Intel- :
ligence Agency, 'the' Federal !
Bureau of Investigation and the|
Defense Intelligence Agency, | !
but today’s complaint appeared|:

mainly aimed at the C.ILA. Mr.
Church said the committee had
thing” from the agency.

Mr. Hills said that he could
not understand this complaint.
“The C.IA. hasn’t held up any-

thing,” he said.

Severa] sources familiar with
activities behind the com-
mitteefs closed doors. said that
1ts members appeared to feet”
but that there was ‘disagree-
.ment as to the cause. One
rgroup of Senators contended,
these sources said, that the
Administration was intentional®
1y trying to impede the investi-
gation. But others felt the de-
lays  were the result of

“bureaucracy.” One member

predicted that “in the next 10
days to two weeks it would
be possible to -tell whether
Prssident Ford planned to resist
the Congressional investiga-
tions or cooperate fully. ;
First Signs of a Breach

These were the first signs
of a breach within the commit-
tee ranks, y

Mr, Tower, who accompanied|-

Mr. Church at today’s briefing
for reporters, said that he con-
curred fully with Mr. Church’s
statements, but he stressed that
he saw no concerted attempt
to impede the investigation.

. -Mr. Church said. that the
fcommittee would ask for basic
‘documents on intelligence mat-
ters from the State Department,
the Department of Justice, the
National Postal Service and the
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission. The mentioning of -the
last agency immediately raised
questions among Capitol Hill
_observers because the commis-
sion has no known foreign in-
telligence gathering function or
national security role.

By and large, as Mr. Church
has described them, the com-
mittee’s requests for documents
have been to establish the legal
basis for intelligence operations.
by the various agencies and the
Presidential authorizations for

specific covert activities.

Postmaster Wrote Colby

WASHINGTON, April 23
(UP)—Benjamin F. Bailar, the
Postmaster General, told g Sen-
ate Appropriations subcommit-
‘tee today that he had written
a letter of complaint to William
E. Colby, Director of Central

Intelligence, after reading in the|

newspapers that the C.I.A, had
opened people’s mail. He said
Mr. Colby had replied that the
practice had been stopped and

would not resume.



