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CIA Linked to Death 
Plot Against Castro 
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CLAIM: The Central In-
telHgence Agency at-

tempted six times to assas-
sinate Cuba's Premier Fi-
del Castro. by poison, riHe 
and bomb. and even hired a 
Matia leader to do the job 
-•which obviously failed. 

Claim: The ('IA planned 
the assassination of Gener-
al Rafael Trujillo, for 31 
years dictator of the l)o- 
minicar' Republic. 	* 

Claim: The CIA plotted 
the killing of left-leaning 
leader of newly independ-
ent Congo, Patrice Lumum-
ba-. 

Claim: The CIA's agent 
in Mexico City in 1963- Con-
tacted Lee Harvey Oswald 
in September before the 
assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy in Dallas. Nov. 22, 19,63. Two CIA  

agents were on a grassy 
knoll in Dallas at the time 
of Kennedy's killing and 
may have fired the fatal 
shots. 

By last week it had be-
come increasingly difficult 
to separate fact from fic- 
tion 	in 	the 	myriad 
investigations of the CIA. 

The President's ComMis-
sdon headed by Vice Presi-
(lent Nelson Rockefeller 
was looking into the Kenne-
dy assassination rumor: 

• Senator Frank Church's 
Select Corinnitteeon Intelli-
genet.... was trying to pin' 
down both doMestic and 
foreign activities' of the 
CIA: while Re'presentative 
Reda AbzUg'S HoUse Sub 
commit tee - on GOV e FT1 111 ent 
Hilo/llation and Individual 

•Rights was particularly hot 
last week about the CIA's 
files on Abzug herself, 

The media had not wait-
ed for CIA news to-filter out 
of. the Rockefeller Commis-

. shin or the cOm minces. 

• The New . York Times 
talked to Adam WalinSky .  
and Peter Fdelntan. assist-
ants to Robert Kennedy 
w hen  he  was attorney  gen_ 
oral and U.S. senator. who 
said Kennedy "told us that 
h6 had discovered that the 
CIA had made a contract 
with 'theMafia to hit Cas-
tro." 

Jack Andershn, the na- 
• tional 	columnist , 	had 

written in March, 190 .'that 
the CIA had plotted the 
assassination of Castro and 
Robert Kennedy "may hive 
approved the operation." 

CaStro had gotten wind 
of the plot. wrote'Andersdm, 
andLhad retaliated by hav-
ing Pl'esidOt Kennedy as-
sassinated'. Thus 1301) Ken: 
nedy might be blaming 
himself: Tor his brother's 
ileath.-AndtirSon concluded. 

The - Anderson column 
Outraged Robert Kennedy  

recalled Walinsky. "I re-
member hitir saying. 
'Blame my-self?' I stopped 

Time Magazine. quotiti.g 
"credible sources." named 
Sam Giancana and John 
Roselli as the Mafia Men 
enlisted by the CIA to rub 
out Castro. The first: poison 
attempt :was early in 1961, 
before the Bay of Pigs fias-
co of April 17.. 

%fter.the 	y .91' Pigs the 
attemlits allegedly contin-
ued. but nothing worked. 
.\n ex-CIA Operatt ve. Brad7  
ley Ayers. who helped train 
CI:\ :1'.2;ents in tropic survi-
val. a Week ago related to 
reporters how. he diseov‘ 
coed a team of marksmen 
trained in the Miami area 
in 1903; whose role was 
-conduct-ing an assassina-
tion 'effort against:Castro." 

Time magazine's "credi-• 
ble source" also contended 
the CIA engineered the 
shooting of Trujillo in May. 
1001, and- Was behind the 
mysterious death of Lu-
mumba in. February. 19(51. 
(At the time. the secession-
ist Natanga governmjrit 
that opposed Lumumba 
gave cash rewards to the 
village tribesmen whom it 
credited with the killing.) 
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Further weight; was add-
ed to claims- the CIA had' 
played a heavy role.in Lat-
h) America when fOrMer 
Costa Rican President Jose 

,Figueres told 	; - Mexican 
ieleVision audience last 
Sunday -hi.!.11pd Worked for 
.lmeriCan intelligence "in 
2o.000 ways-  for :30 years 
all _ over Latin America" 

and so had most other • 
Latin AmeriCan leaders. . 

And.. he -added', he had 
tried to talk the CIA out' of 
they Bay of Pigs invasion of 
('u ha and had argued  
against 'the- assassination of 
Trujillo. But he lost both, 
arguments. 

Then he defended the 
CI.1. saying -there never 
can be enough payment to 
the United StateS for the 
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excellent espionage and 
counter.espionage work of 
the CIA since it was found-
ed by .\lien 

On 	:11 onda y Senator 
('hurt-h indicated his Com-
mittee on Intelligence prob-
ably would investigate alle-
gations of assassination 
plots and President Ford's 
spokesman indicated the 
Presideni would have no 
objection 	as long as the 
embarrassing truths were • 
nit made public. 

.Ns for the Kennedy as-
sassination plot. a group 
headed by comedian Dick 
Gre gory contended photos 
taken at the time of the 
assassination showed E. 
Howard Hunt 	convict ed• 
in the Watergate affair. and 
Frank Sturgis. convicted as 
one of the Watergate bur-
glars. were On a grassy 
knoll f:.icing the Rennedy 
ear: that Kennedy was shot 
front the front. not frotti the 
window of the School Book 
DepoSitm-y. 

But the Rockefeller 
•-Coinmission gathered testi-
mony from Hunt saying he 

" had .never been in ()Plias 

The COA allegedly 

arranged the death 

of Tn4jilio too 

until 1971. did not know .  
Sturgis until 1072, was a-t 
home the (lay Kennedy was 
assassinated and had wit-
nesses to prove where he 
was that November 22. 

And Commission CX021.1- 
li■k• director David  
who had been on the War-
ren ('ommission that inves-.! 
tigated the assassinatit)rl. 
declared last week. -=Thus 
far . I have found no hard 
evidence whatsoever to in 	' 
dicate that there 

i n 	
any 

person involved in the as- 
sassination of John 	Ken- 
nedy other than Lee liar-
veY Oswald--  

Meanwhile. \l rs. Abzug 
was roasting ('I. Director 
William Colby.  beLore her 
-subc.om m (-v. Colby had 
brought the Manhattan 

• Deniocrat the file .the ('IA 
had built tip'on her activi-
lks oven the last 20 years. • 

It represented ''a collec-
tion of trivia and inaccur-

. aTe information ... and 
was a violation of privacy, 
lily individual constitutional 
rights and the loW." 
c`dared Mrs. Aliztig-. 
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