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IA Kept a File

On

Washington

ella

Representative Bella §.
Abzug disclosed yesterday
that the CIA opened some of
her private mail, reported
on a meeting she had with
Viet Cong representatives
and collected her speeches
and statements against the
Vietnam war.

Mrs. Abzug (Dem-N..Y)
held up the CIA file on her-
self -and disclosed some of
its contents at a hearing of
the House subcommittee on
individual rights, of which
she is chairman.

The file was provided by
William E. Colby, director
of the Central Intelligence
Agency, who outlined for the

committee the list of files
that the agency keeps on
U.S. citizens and acknowl-
edged that some materialin
the files “may not be appro-
priate.” 3
Mrs. ‘Abzug said that the
CIA file on her goes back'to
1953, when as a lawyer she
represented clients before -
the House Committee .on
Un-American Activities.

She said the file shows.the
CIA opened some of her pri-
vate maijl “involving solely
my representation of clients
in estate cases.”

The file contains a report
on a meeting she and anoth-
er .congressmean had with
Viet Cong' representatives,
her attendance at a Wom-
enjsiStrike forPedee confer-
ence in. 1967 and-an anit-war

‘Speech at a demonstrationin

New York City in 1971, she
said. o
Mrs. Abzug said the file
also contains minutes of a
secret meeting of an uniden-

tified peace group.

“It is a reflection of the
kind of activity that has to
be ended on the part of the
CIA.” she said.

During questioning at the
House subcommittee hear-
ing €olby assured Mrs. Ab-
zug that the gathering of
data about her would notbe-
continued. {

But he said that some of
the information on her is
still being kept secret be-
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cause it might disclose intel-
ligence sources and meth-
ods.

“Are youn suggesting that
something in my file shows I
was involved in anything im-
proper?’”’ Mrs. Abzug asked.

' “No.” Colby replied.

“Then’ you violated my
right to privacy, did you
not?’! ‘Mrs. Abzug asked,

Colby said he did not be-
lieve the agency had.

Colby said the CIA kept
files on four members of the
Congress, including Mr's.
Abzug, in - connection with

_ anti-war activities.

He said there also are ref-
erences to some former
members ‘of Congress.

The letters were opened as
part of a CIA program of
obening mail from people in
Communist countries, Colby .
said. The program was dis-
continued February. 1973,
he said.:

The file on- the meeting
with representatives of the
People’s Provisional Revolu-
tionary  Government of
South Vietnam, the WViet
Cong’s political arm, result-
ed from CIA coverage of
that -organization. Colby
caid.

“We Incidon‘ally asquired
the fact that you had contact
with them,” Colby said. “W»
were not following you.2i.

The minutes of meetin®
of the secret anti-war group -
and a speech Mrs. Ahzur
gave in New York City were
not monitored by (A
agents, Colby said, but were
received as reports from an-
other agency. The reports
were distributed to “a num-
ber_of agencies.”

Colby also testified that
the CIA concluded there was
no substantial foreign ma-
nipulation of the U.S. anti-
war - movement in the laie

~ 1860s and early 1970s.

- He"has said the CTA’s infil-
tration of 22 agents into
anti-war groups and devs'-
opment of files on 10,000 citi-
zens grew from an effort to
determine if there was ma-
nipulation of the anti-war
activities.

“We determined to .ouv
satisfaction that it did not
exist to any substantial de-
gree.” Colby said. .

Meanwhile, leaders of' the
Senate committee investi-
gating the CIA and other
U.S. intelligence operations
met with President Ford‘a*
the White House and told re-
porters they got a qualified
pledge of cooperation from

i the President.

f Senator-F ran ¢k :Chureh

i (Dem-Idaho), the committee

'chairman, * said = that Mr.
Ford expressed the desire to
help them but would weigh
their requests for informa-
tionona case-by-case basis.
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